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SQUIRREL SCSI INTERFACE . . £59.95

floppy drives

el
Yohd shari o - >

256 x 32 SIMM 72-PIN (1MB)
512 X 32 SIMM 72-PIN (2MB)
1X 32 SIMM (4M8)

232 SIMM (3MB)

4X32 SIMM (16MB)

HEWLETT PACKARD External PCMCIA 3.5 IDE hard disk
1 GIGABYTE 3.5 5CsI 459 oyERDRIVE BARE £99
MICROPOLIS OVERDRIVE 420M8 £259
2 GIGABYTE 3.5 5CSI
4 GIGABYTE 3.5 5Cs!
9 GIGABYTE 3.5 5CSI
HITACHI 270 4 GIGABYTE
470 8 GIGABYTE
2T0 4 CARTRIDGE DLI0 12
4TOB CARTRIDGEDLIZ .. £19.95  SC5 EXTERNAL oo oo
sz s it [GR) ORKBENCH 3.1 A3000/4000 .
B OTHERS ROM SHARE DEVICE
MB 2.5
s e 128 OPTICAL .....covues Z0LROIEHE
230M8 OPTICAL
1.3 GIGABYTE OPTICAL
230M8 OPTICAL DISK
External IDE hard disk for the AS00 1.3 GIGABYTE DISK £139.95
comes complete with an internal ROM

swicher,and upgradable o avs Ravt SR

B proeane £99  5cs1 case suitable for CD-ROMHDIDAT
M-TEC AT500 420M8 £259 o il diives
MEMORY REQURES 0.7 S
525" SCS1 or IDE CASE ... £79.95
3.5 SCSl o IDE CASE £79.95

Save 15M8 on  sandard fopoy orve | YY)
and 3MB when used in conjunction LHEM
B Prive 176 2IP DRIVE 100M8 SCS1 ... .£179.95

FLOPPY EXPANDER ...........£10 100MB DISKETTE
2P DAVE EQUAES SQUAREL5c5 INTERFACE

Backup to 520MB onto a 4hr VHS tape.
Version 3 has new backup modes for
Amiga's with a 68020 or higher CPU.

Disk Expander can add upto to 50% to
Nt hard drive copaciy and works
drives includin

VIDEO BACKUP SCART
VIDEO BACKUP PHONO
DISK EXPANDER UPGRADE TO VERSION 3

]
award winning amiga peripheral manufacturers
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A 68020 EC processor accelerator card for

RAM and s fully auto-configuring.
NOT COMPATIBLE WITH GV HARD DRIVE

A500 68020 EC OMB RAM .. .£99.95
A500 68020 EC 4MB RAM . .£239.95

ACEEX V32 BIS 14.4 vorsr smovic€ 139
X-LINK a0t v3a 28887 avroveo £229.95
TRAPFAX MODEM SOFTWARE

MICROVITEC 1438 14 £289
EPSON STYLUS INCPAPER . ... £489
EPSON STYLUS PRO XL A3+ . .£1499
STUDIO I SOFTWARE £49.95

PICASSO Il 2MB RAM £249.95
PICASSO I 2MB RAM
WCLUDG TV PAIT 2

£399.95

CYBERVISION 64 £329.95
VIDEO DAC £25
IAXIGEN 3 £299.95

01234 273000

01234 3

gvp products

Increase your Amiga 5002000 chip RAM to

2 total of 2MB. MegaChip does this by

using its own 2MB RAM and also now

includes a 2MB Fat Agnus. No soldering is
quired.

MEGACHIP RAM £159.95

£15

VGA ADAPTOR

phone orders

postal orders

warranty

technicat support

mail-order prices

wxport orders

anf-order torms

«° =

A 2M8 RAM board for the AS0D which fits
in the trap door siot

AS00 2M8 RAM ....£90
MEMORY CARDS

512K RAM WITH CLOCK ... £24.95

12K RAM WITHOUT CLOCK £19.95

A600 1MB RAM £39.95

AS00+ 1MB RAM £29.95

DELIVERY 2:3 DAYS £2.50

Mac and PC emulators for the Amig.

EMPLANT MAC BASIC £239.95
EMPLANT MAC OPTION A . £279.95
EUPLANT MAC OPTION s . £279.95
ENPLANT MAC DELUXE . £299.5
£330 OXNODULE ... £89.95

NEXT DAY £5 | SAT £10

POWER COMPUTING LTD

44A/B STANLEY STREET ==
BEDFORD MK41 7RW -

52207

. for product information sheets please call ...
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The essential guide to Amiga gaming

Take a ook at the latest events and news unfolding in the.
‘Amiga games world

Preview: Tiny s
Direct gangs of vertaly-chalnged peopl in Lemmings
meets Cannon Fodder

CD-ROM lic
Millons of games crammed onto single CDs? Andy Maddock
decides i i reall is bargain basement

Preview: Court 26
Anyone for tennis? Andy Maddock takes a look at Acid Software's latest

Preview: Citadel
Tina Hackettreveals yet another Dool clone n the pipelines —
thistime from Poland

ition
Win yourself some Sensible Golf goodies in our competiton

Budgets
More ofthe latest cheapies or the skinfins among you

Game Reuiews

Super Street Fighter 2
Gamer Gold

Gloom

Brutal: Paws of Fury

102

84
86
88

Reuiews
Stala ﬂ'll]mu 23

scrutiny

Laser Euidante [

Gareth Lofthouse gives you his guide to
the latest Amiga CDs

Sonnet Doutier 28

Ben Vost looks at a simple way 10 double
the speed of your Amiga 4000 040

Tune Buider 30

 roviow of

(D Drices A

FEATURES

Eneahers' [urner

Gareth Lofthouse and Tina Hackett sound out some of the speakersfor our Amigas

multimedia Futunz 50

Gareth Lofthouse reports on the people
bringing you the Amiga’s multimedia
future

Mortal [umhat B4

Tina Hackett speculates on the future of
the Amiga as 2 viable games platform

Panasonic Drive 51

"et Novetties

Ami Fie Safe

Euner Hm’ma

Is it really possible to make a Super Amiga? Ben Vost thinks so

Hssemhler
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DFAddress

| One of the best-known shareware address
.| databases, and we've got it on our first CoverDisk

Our second disk is jam-packed this month
with splendid tools and utilities:

Animation:

PNG datatype; epoch Voyager; Yak; PS3M; Play16;

Cyber Sound; Tiff datatype; Text datatype patch; Virus IhE al't
Checker; Converter Master; Lupe
of the

matter

Adam Phillips goes
in search of pure

ReCuLARS "he gen penind”

some of today's
Mews s  ACAS 42 best 20
fcam Phikos ooks on in hororat the new Amiga prics tag Help Holp! Never fear. We' hers o give you a hand animations
USA NMews 1 Pusuc Secun 45 | Spe page 57
[nmment [ 16

[5P iﬂ‘

Having asked for more etters, E2ra gets swamped by one

: ARenn
Paul Overaa goes foopy in his Amos column this month
i AMIGA

ideo
What are CEI up to? Gary Whitley wants t find out

Music GUIDE

theic pifals ancl 2

(omms \ ]

. Frank Nord looks atbits and

Pl Southcoes ot usfl acvice o heeingyour phone bl down  Eork TG ook atbisand Gy
Amos

¥ The finalpart ofthe scren nfo program courtesy of PhilSouth

Publishing Paul Austin checks out Plug-ins

A new version of PageStream and some add-ons for it and Go from Hester Associates: 7




»N\ QUALITY AMIGA PERIPHERALS & SOFTWARE V<&

VIDEO AND GRAPHICS RAM UPGRADES FLOPPY DISK DRIVES

AS00512K (o lock) __ £2000

5‘

& =EUSIONE GENLOCK =225 -2 4 1w SONY FLOPPY
MK FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS 4500 Pl cooo  AMIEC 3%" DELUXE EXTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVE
AS;Q'"‘;:’;"“:‘C;;;;" M FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS
iz Jue [ -
EIE T

-
g mm S

P e ooy o

RAM UPGRADE &
MATHS ACCELERATOR

OPTIONS
FOR THE AWIGA 1200 &t ouiy 0 o i3 s o
S & iy i o
Mm““ w8 é";"”””:““’
 RGB . sy o e o
ol @ LOADER INTERNAL FLOPPY

i | EOD)

A% 3%" 1mb INTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVE
FOR AMIGH 1200

A 500/500pLUS OR AMIGA. 600/

nd e s

CD-ROM DRIVE & SOFTWARE
OVERDRIVE QUAD SPEED CD-ROM
MIGA

FOR THE Al

Pugs st o A1200 rapoor 2 s
gy 50 A o i

oo
e FAST A bt 1,2, Fekaed s sy 10 ke iy
i ! sS4 o vy
s o vy o

ST T . R BT

e 0

FEMOUA st T ke o a1 o comnt S 1 GO it it Bt
e sy i 0 4 Wl e o o COmeds ech ooy 144120030 ATZO0D

bt / SCSI INTERFACE COLOUR MONITOR
_— { SCSi2 INTERFAGE 14" COLOUR
ﬂ!@z e _SwRREL - MONITOR

Compne FOR ALL AMIGAS

\VIA\VI\VIA\VIA;\VI

o
SEE PAGE 2 FOR FULL OVERGRIVE RANGE e e Y b
Aoty taass vt NafPU_ 10900 |
£1495 s b o 158
e = ta, Hawk 8o - N FPU £329.00  famed ater e famous storage hungry
£1408 B 3251 A bou, e poplled animal. the Squiel sm: e wm

FPU 33w For awk___ £50.00

2900 it

2900

N uwm s oms

.éﬂmmm £299
IMAGE MANIPUI.ATIBN
s - SOFTWARE OFFERS

1wl oo e o, EaEEEA
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ooy
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. Em
£100
=
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h""q AMIGA CD*~

CITIZEN 24-PIN
ABC COLOU:
DOT MATRIX

HD & CD-ROM DRIVES, MICE & J'STICKS

CANON BJC4000 HEWLETT
coLov
BUBBLE JET

et

o Spoc 4 uges ar i
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* e300 600 7201 36001
i Gnasiang ncion n 10%
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Eruons 103550 X20

e
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| MICE & J'STICKS 4

3 Spoed Mouse __ £11.95
Mega Mouse
Uy i

CD-ROM & HARD DRIVES

Seagate STON4SA 127w ‘OverDrive Double Speed £179.00

VP Software £190.00

] OverDrive Quad Speed__ £249.00
20,00 Py CO" s A 52

Seagate STo240AG 210w
+GVP Software.

£249.00

‘OverDrive HD (IDE)

220000 |

2ip Stk Super Pro £1295

MEGA MOUSE

FOR ALL AMIGAS

* ot g

Panasonic
PD SYSTEM
READMRITE OPTICAL DRIVE
Cartrioges (DIS 1500) £45.00

ALL-IN-ONE
£

DATAFLYER 4000SX
SCSI CONTROLLER
Ao oot

VIA\'IA\J

CRITICAL ZONE PACK

32-BIT SYSTEM - 7 CD TITLES

MORE THAN JUST A
GAMES CONSOLE

Gritcal Zone ncludes the powerui

D s. Optional upgradesinclude
Keyboard and disk drive (allowing use of A1200
softwae) and an MPEG video piayback card
allowing video CDs to be played on the
 32-Bit processing power

® Dual speed CD-ROM drive

16.8 million colours

® Plays audio & CD+graphics CDs
11 button controller

o Titles available from £14.99
 Optional full screen video

g
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ING VAT
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309 1111 OR RETURN THE COUPON
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Hnews]

By ADAM PHILLIPS

Amiga price shock

Any hopes that the 1200 would be
released for under £200 have been well
and truy quashed with the news that the
relaunched model will cost £399. This
means the machine wil reappear at £50
more than when it left the markefplace in
the summer of lastyear. The reason given
for such an increase is the cost of higher
charges for rushed manufacturing, casing,
and the increased cost of DRAM.

The 68020-based 1200 is expected o
hit UK high streets at the end of
September with a maximum of 60,000
allocated to Briish distrioutors.

The biggest shock, however, are the
prices rumoured for the re-release of the
4000T - after an American distributor
announced that they were to sell the
40007 for $3,500, Amiga Technologies
fired back saying that this simply wasn't
the case and no price had been decided
upon yet.

Since then, a meeting has taken place
in Phisdepia where soveral ke figures

scom/Amiga Technologies including
UL et
President of Escom and General Manager
of Amiga Technologies, and many distribu
tors from round America, atiended to
discuss the Amiga’s future in the US
Apparently at the top of the debating lst
was price.

The rumoured cost for the 4000T willbe
in the §2700 region — the reason given
was the expense of parts being put
together costing that much.

A surprsing plan also unveiled is that
the 4000T will receive no advertising from

Amiga Technologies in the States on its
relaunch — Tyschtschenko told Amiga
Computing that any advertising would be
handied by the distributors themselves.

‘There wil be some 1200s winging their
way to the US of A. Johnathan Anderson,
the new general manager of Amiga
Technologies UK, explained: “The States
wil be taking the 1200 in small numbers
but we've found the American consumer
prefers the tower- bl tpe compute a1
not the look of the

As for the woan i Britain
according to one UK company, White
Knight Technology, they were told by
Silica, the distributors, that the high-end
machine will definitely be released in the

RAM, 4 meg FastRAM and a 1.2 gig SCSI
2 hard drive.

‘The fact that for this price there will be
o monitor or €D drive included in the
setup has drawn gasps of horror from both
sides of the Atlantc. Also, the 060 version
10 be released later on is rumoured to cost
an estimated £2,150 + VAT. No-one at
Amiga Technologies was able o give a
definite answer on pricing at the time of
0ing 1o press.

Tyschtschenko also commented that
they still weren't sure how they were going
to market the 4000T on its arrival in the
UK: “The US market is very buoyant and a
good market for the 4000T, but we're still
planning what we'll be doing for Europe —
it's a very niche market for the machine.”

Meanwhile, the manufacture of the

Mew life for VistaPro

machine is taking place in a factory near
Bordeaux in France by a company called
Solectron. For your £399, Amiga
Technologies is throwing in software as

announced as a package that will go with
the system, but it’s doubtful the package
will ver appear for the floppy-based 1200,
Anderson commented: “There's no point in
including the Scala system with a floppy-
ssed 1200 with o hard diive — it would be
impractical. The 1200 with a hard drive
though is much more practical and useful”
Questions are stil being asked about the
size of hard drive that will be provided - a
figure floating around currenty is 170Mp,
Bad news, though, came in the shape of
the CD32 -~ apparentl there are no plans
presenty for resuming the console in the
States or the UK other than being possibly
used as a key technology for kiosk
displays. This was verified by Jonathan
Anderson, but he hastened to point out thal
there are deals going on with various
companies including a Canadian bank to
e the CD32 in the commercial arena
The future of the FMV cartridge is looking
decidedly shaky as well if reports are to be.
believed.

There was a meeting between the
general managers of all the European sub-
sidiaries on 3 August where many matters
such as pricing, distribution and much more.
were resolved. Any official news wil have.
o wait though untilthe press conference o
be held by Amiga Technologies on 16
August. More news next month.

| YRR i

llo Amigas in Escom shops

It has been confirmed by Petro Tyschtschenko,

Senior Vice President of Escom and General

Manager of Amiga Technologies, that the Amiga

Il not be appearing in any of the Escom shops

rid the country. The reason for this deci-

was explained by Tyschtschenko: “We used

k the Apple range in our shops but it was

ssful. We would need people who were

Amiga educated but the Escom shop staff are very
ards the PC.

oks like the main bulk of sales

gh the independent retailers

hain stores that decide to come on

Am

OCTOBER 1995

The much-heralded landscape package has
received a useful ally in the form of GeoMorph. The
utiity is a landscape morphing program that allows
the user to create surrealistc fy-by animations.
There are several types of  morph ayalebi
Linear morphs

where the entie landscape changes
at a constant ate, accelerated morphs whero the
change accolorates o decolrtes, and ‘ipes
whero the change stars at ane side or comer of the = ]
s e e N

Grow orshink rees, empty or fil lakes, change positons of vers, make clouds that move.
and change, plus ar eeino, snowlnos and Ses levels on e Ty Geowor auben
Vit P10 syt wihhard i ad a i o 4. Coing 56095 reed
punters shouid call Chaocity on 001 805 525 77
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[lew Amigas on show

If you're desperate for a sneak preview of the up-
and-coming Amiga machines, the “Internationale
Funkausstellung” fair s being held in Berlin and
Amiga Technologies, together with Escom and
Vitual Products, have booked their

own booth. This is the

firt time the Amiga will

be given its official air

ing since Gommodore

gaze over. Also rearing its head are the much talked
about Virtual i-O's iglasses. Exclusively distributed
by Escom in Europe, the glasses are a virtual reality
headset that will allow computer images and televi
sion pictures to be displayed in them,
and is fully compatible with the.
Amiga. Apparently, the
glasses have received
positive feedback from
the industry with IBM
and Microsoft committing
themselves to support the
new hardware.

crashex
Held from the 26 August to 3

September, the 1200 and

4000T with different configura-

tions and several applications will

be on show for Amiga fanatics to

Virtust -0 gl irtust
reality n home takes & step closer

Amiga architecture

The Amiga s continuing its saturation of
all walks of life — this month sees the
merger between Delphus Visuals, a
graphics and animation house, and Visual
Space and lllustration, an architectural
‘computer modelling consultants.

d result is a collaboration that'l
produce animated walkthroughs and fly-
bys primarily for the architectural commu-
nity and property developers. Using the

 Amiga Technologies UK team

After the failed attempt by David Pleasance to buy Commodore

s an on-going concen, the new face of Amiga. Tschm\ogles
Jbased in Maidenhead near the old headquarters of C:
B e i o o u hoh et oo ohen,
|Heading the team is Jonathan Anderson, ex-Product Marketing
[Executive for C=UK, with support from five other former

re -muuyses including national account manager Bob
Buridge and sal
B ot e

We're working together to make the Amiga an absolute success.
lon s relaunch.”
© And for those wondering what happened to David Pleasance
\and Colin Proudfoot, former managing directors of the UK sub-
‘sidiary, Anderson sheds a veiled light on the subject: “They were
\offered a package and subsequently declined the offer.”

Cyberstorm 060 accelerator, the company
has big plans for the future using the
Amiga.

For more details on how to see your
dream home tumed into a virtual reality,
contact Simon Wilson on 01633 613300,

Multimedia on the increase

After the announcement of ImageVision from ImageL.ab last month, another company in the form of Optonica are
on the verge of releasing a multimedia package in September to rival Scala's. There are two versions up for grabs.
~ MM Experience and MM Experience Pro.

“The former is aimed at home users allowing the combination of graphics, animations, music modules, tex!,
sound samples and CDXL video into standalone presentations or productions. The package comes with a free
dtribution player so that any end resuls can be circulated among potential viewers.

‘The MM Experience Pro is suited to the
professional developer wanting 1o create
CD-ROM-based projects, point of informa-
tion, and point of sale projects and interac-
ive TV interface systems. Featuring all the
faciltes of the standard version, the more

el I
ted m

support, ISO prep and ISO build functions
project chaining and more.

The MM Experience retails at £39.95 and
he Pro version &t £249.95.

Also announced is InfoNexus 2, the file
management system, with a host of
improvements and new functions at £29.95.
For more details on any of these products,
contact Optonica on 01455 558282.

M Exporience: The I
multimedia productsMM Experience
™ in mattimedia products

Places to Visit

Placesof Interest

OCTOBER 1995

[ news B
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TUC on-line

In a distinctly tongue-in-cheek move, the
‘Trade Union's Congress are planning to
open its very own Cyber Canteen at the
forthcoming Congress from the 11-15
September i Brighton. They are also
unleashing their own web site as a
forum for debate and information. The
address is: hitp://poptel.org.uk/tuc

Makse a movie

Visitors to the Museum of the Moving
Image betweenthe 11 and 29 October
are being offered the chance to
contribute to an animated short film
called Going To The Pictures as part of
the Get Animated event being held
there. In conjunction with the Art
Councils web site, The Hub, Internet
users will be able to download the film
as itis made. The web address is:
hitp//www.ace.mdx.ac.uk/Hub/Hub.ht
ml

The home page

Already receiving a warm welcome from
visitors, Amiga Computing's home page
is waiting to be perused. For the latest
news, previews and reviews, simply type
http/iwww.demon.co.uk/amigacomp.

Nlew browser on
he way

While Netscape aren't exactly on the
verge of releasing an Amiga version of
their now world-famous navigator system,
P'Jami is a new browser based on the
stll-in-development HotJava which has
been winning some acclaim for its unique
features. Developed by Sun Micro-
systems, they are making the source code
available to anyone wishing to port the
program over to another format.

a chat with the development
team, send some e-mail o the following
address: amiga-hotjava @mail iMNet.de

Dops

In our article on Colchester Zoo last
month, we gave the impression that
Optonica’s authoring system Interplay
had been written by Premier Vision. This
is not true and the package was solely
created by the bods at Optonica.




Quad speed for 1200

Quad speed CD-ROMs are beginning to infiirate the Amiga market, ushered along by
the arrival of Silica's Overdrive Quad Speed unit for the 1200. Connected through the
PCMCIA card siot, the CD-ROM is IDE-based and capable of holding up to 650Mb of
information with a transfer rate of 600K/sec.

‘The makers claim that the Overdrive is also compatible with the majority of CD32
software and has Kodak PhotoCD and multi-session compativlity. The kit will set you
back £249 and can be ordered from Silica on 0181-309

QUAD

<o ROM ORIVE  coeen
3

Quadspeed CO.ROM: Offerngtas ranies ates and
‘compatibility with the majority of D32

More Amiga
products

‘This month sees the announcement of a
host of products for the Amiga from Gordon
RYYEIRN  Harwood. First up is the new ProGrab Plus
al drink package featuring S-VHS compatibilty

ontly set up Also included is the new version 2.5 soft-

Aspirations

Cyberscribes wanting 1o be
Ala

Acky

q Internet site where informa-

] \e Churchill, can now visit Allied
‘ 1s initiative

‘ FRTT AR e and the real-ime colour frame.
| PECCUR DRI R  ber and digitiser costs £129.95. For existing
the most promising s users an upgrade is available for £4.95.
After winning. For users wanting more power to their
» URCITERTRIIIEERI  Amiga, Harwood have also announced

‘ script will be turned into a reality and
on on the Atied
wight Awar

o e[y
Domecq 1995 Pla

55 their site:
| hitp:
tive/playwright.htmi

wiww.demon.co.uk/myperinterac

several products for customer perusal. The
new 1230V board features 50MHz 68030
technology and the Blizzard 1260 Turbo
Board apparently brings the performance of
the Cyberstorm 060/50 accelerator o the
Amiga 1200, The prices for the former are
£199.95 and for the latter, £599.95.

For more info, contact Gordon Harwoods
0n 01773 836781

Quer the rainbow

Cybersystems have a limited quantity

of the excellent Rainbow Ill RTG graphics card

under the EGS

system, Thes

for sale. The Rainbow Ill comes with 4Mb of super fast VRAM and runs
board ly

“OCTOBER 1995

a Computing

Mews briefs|

A fresh start

The maker of award-winning monitors,
liyama have launched two more in the
new family of redesigned display

turing just three butions that allow @
variety of differing functions. With an
on-screen display and ergonomically
designed cabinets

MF-8617E (available in September)
costs €575 and the 21" MF-8221E
(available in October) retails at an

liyama on 01438 745482.

Twisting your arm

You should approach friends who are.
members of the Special Reserve
BEE o i cafe =i
announced its ‘Sum
Memberslw Drve Arm Twister that 8

ends the 30
September and for more detais, con-
tact Special Reserve on 01279
600205,

1200 expansion

CeV Design have announced the
arrival of Zorro 3 Expansion for the
1200 in the shape of the New Model
4B Chassis. Due to ship this Autumn,
the unit offers five Zorro Iil siots, two
Zorro Il slots, and a keyboard inter=
face for an exteral keyboard to make
the 1200 into a full tower case. There
are also two video slots and a CPU
4000 alotiplia tsu1 F HIER
Al

moro nfo, cortact Gov Dot
on 001 617 942 0205

Blitzed

For those interested in Biitz Basic 2, @

first issue can be obtained by sending
Blitzarama

Deepway, Quorn, Loughborough,

Leicestershire LE12 8HG.




Summer Sale Prices until 1st October s

HARD DRIVES

85mb £99.99
125mb £114.99
I PESIRPANY | TAPOLLO A1230 No.1
PYTEPTRN | ACCELERATORS = . FOR MAIL ORDER
258mb £174.99
344mb £199.99 No.1
510mb £299.99 FOR AMIGA

IN MANCHESTER
‘A1230 TURBO 50 LIGHT
ke, FREEPHONE
i 0500 340548
+ 1 simm soclet Crai/owith oard sales oo
« Batery backed clock
1 SPEEDCOM MODEMS « Socket for an FPU tel: 0161 796 5279
BES ONLY £199.59 for enquiries or
‘OE A1230 TURBO 28 fax: 0161 796 3208
e o A ok o 155 e
68882 PP both unning
spEEDCOMsB
" sockets
— speEDCOMSET »zwe L SIREN
=2 . & o,, e SOFTWARE,
(28,800 V34 & VFo) 178 BURY NEW RD,
‘ X 68030 (with MMU) running WHITEFIELD,
; 2 siom sockats MANCHESTER
< Built n 508! nterface M45 6QF,

at s0mhz

« Socket for a 50mhz PGA ENGLAND
MEMORY EXPANSIONS S
Access, Visa, Switch, Delta.

2
00
SAVE £30-07 Coninect étc accepted

Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm
Saturday mornings 9am to 12pm

pipsieacans i
unnnﬂ"’
CLELES THE COMPUTER

H 2mb £114.99 | 33mhz 68882 FPU £59.99 [T VNI
4mb £174.99 | 40mhz 68882 FPU £79.99

8mb £299.99

L Please phone first to
| check availability

AG0O MEMORY EXPANSIONS of any item.
1mb without clock £34.99
1mb with clock  £39.99 AS500+ 125mb hard drive £189.99 From the M62 junction 17
- 500+ 425mb hard arive £229.99 Hoos et Butl
‘. 1500/A2000 intornal hard
AL LABLE We are 50 yards on the
50 AVl . S A et s s tight hand side after the

(Power Computing) third set of lights.
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INTERNAL REPLACEMENT | Psychic Centre opposite
FLOPPY DRIVES £44.99 g 3 the Masons Pub.
GOLIATH HIGH OUTPUT g

POWER SUPPLY £44.99

The door to our premises




A SUBSIDIARY CONF
30 HARTINGTON ROAD, SOUTlI

THE NEW AMOS AGA EXTENSION
IS NOW AVAILABLE FROM PETRA
SOFTWARE.

ORDER THE AMOS AGA
EXTENSION FROM AMIGANUTS
NOW AND YOU WILL RECEIVE
AMOS DIALOG PROCEDURES
ABSOLUTELY FREE OF CHARGE!!

IF YOU DON’T BUY ....
| Tel: 01703 348943

|
|




PANY OF AMIGANUTS
HAMPTON, HANTS. SO14 0EW

OFTWARE
|

| J THE AMOS AGA EXTENSION AUTHORISED
| BY MICHAEL PRINCE IS THE MISSING LINK

‘ IN AMOS PROGRAMMING AND IT IS AT A
' PRICE THAT YOU CAN AFFORD!!

| £ ]. ()o()() inc P+P

AMOS DIALOGUE PROCEDURES BY JOHN A.
KINSELLA IS LIKE INTOS, ONLY IT IS MUCH
BETTER. WITH THIS PROGRAM THERE IS NO
NEED FOR THE INTERFACE LANGUAGE AS
- THIS DOES IT ALL FOR YOU.

.\ YOU CAN ONLY CRY!!!
LTeI/Fax: 01703 366069
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The price isn't right LLSA

he US Amiga market is cau-
tiously optimistic about Escom's
prospects for reviving interest in
the Amiga on this side of the pond.
New Amiga 4000Ts are on the way for
US customers, but it appears at press
time that Escom don't believe there's
enough interest in the A1200 over here
10 justify releasing an NTSC version in
America, This has a large group
of dedicated Amiga followers anxious to
upgrade to AGA but unable to justiy an
A4000T upset.
Rumours of a stratospheric $3,500
price for a basic A4000T unit hit the
nets in July and nearly caused even

that no price had
appears that the units will sell for under
$3000. Even at that price, though, it
appears that Escom views the A4000's
North American market as strictly

Ginawing on a
Mlew Termite

Oregon Research have updated
their popular Termite comms soft-

sports a number of new features
and bug fixes. Among the
improvements are built-in ZModem
(the program still supports exter-
nal XPR protocols as well), built-in
ANSI and VT102 terminal emula-
tions, as well as XEM-based sup-
port for the RIP graphics terminal
emulation popular on PC BBS sys-
tems, much faster scrolling, and a
multitasking review buffer.

Other enhancements include
chat window history, an improved
dialer, . support for multiple
palettes, ARexx support in the
macro subsysfem, and an
improved manual and quick-refer-
ence card. Most of the nagging
bugs that plagued the initial
release have been squashed - |

see a crash in this

The update price in the US is
$10 for a new disk and quick refer-

nce card, or $15 with the
improved manual as well. For
more information, contact Oregon
Research, 16200 SW Pacific Hwy.
OR 97224 USA:

Suite 162, Tigard,
phone (503) 620-4919; fax (503)

624-2940: s@tele-
port.com. (Contact HiSoft for U.K
update information.)

Denny Rtksin reports on the US market’s

uncertainty about the new Amiga

partiage and price

high-end video. Despite the Amiga's
superior OS, it hard to ustify spending
$2995 for a 25-MHz, 6Mb A400OT with
2 540Mb hard drive and no monitor,
‘when the same money wil buy a name-
brand 120MHz Pentium system with
16Mb, 1.2Gb of hard drive space, a 17-
inch monitor, and a quad-speed CD-
ROM drive.

Despite a growing concern that

their marketing prowess, a number of
US companies are still working hard to

provide new products for Amiga users,
DKB has a 68060 board in the works
(Iook for detals next month), Final Writer
4 just shipped, and Oregon Research
has updated Termite, the only
commercial terminal program available
inthe US.

1o the A1200, A2000,

and A3000 series as well

In the meantime, Final Writer is seeming 10 be an
‘oddly inappropriate name for the company's word
has now released version 4 of
this *Final" program. The updated version now spors
an improved user interface with cick-tab access o
pages, sections, and requester areas, making many
functions a click or two away and saving the trouble
of working through layers of requesters

Casual writers will appreciate the addition of a

processor. SoftWood

SoftWood branches out

SoftWood, once the tiny publisher of a few top-notch
productivity programs, are branching out to become.
one of the big players in the US Amiga market. The.
company recently purchased the assets of now-
defunct New Horizons, and now they've announced
that they'l be carrying Phase 5 hardware products in
North America, including the Cybervi
ics card, Blizzard 1230-lll accelerator and 1220-4
RAM board, Fastlane Z3 SCSI card, and Cyberstorm
060 accelerator for the A4000. Other exciting news.
is that SoftWood have hinted that the company will
be working with Phase 5 to

ision 64 graph-
(voice).

bring 68060 accelerators

professional grammar checker to the program, as

ing bold and italic text, you'l be happy to know that
its finally been made simple. The upgrade’s only
30 from any previous version.

In the US, contact SoftWood at (800) 247-8330
fax  (602)
75300.670@compuserve.com for
European users should contact their ocal distributor.

4318361, or e-mail
e information.

Brealsup of the (15

The CompuServe Information Service
(C1S), home to four Amiga forums and the
only US online service with easy access
from the UK, has announced dramatic
price cuts. The network's hourly rates

e dropped from $4.80 an hour to $2.95
per hour, and the $9.95 monthly fee now
includes five hours of access to all

services.
Revamped software is on the way for
the Mac and PC, but it remains to be seen

whether CIS wil support Amiga develops
ers who want to create front-ends for

fike graphical user interface.
CompuServe also announced tha
they're going to create a second servicel
code-named WOWI, that will be geard]
more towards novioe computer users.
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onathan Potter says he won't
carry on. Games publishers say
it's the reason they've dropped

the Amiga. Big Amiga namos like ASDG,
Gold Disk, New Horizons and Digital
Creations have all dropped below the
horizon for one reason or another. It not
necessarily all connected with piracy, but
it has to be said that piracy on the Amiga
isrife

Sometimes people use piracy as
an excuse because the only way they
can get to see a piece of software in
these Amiga shop-free days is 1o get a
dodgy copy of it from a friend. This s par-
ticularly true of serious software — shops
are pretty much guaranteed to be able
to sell a £25 game, but a piece

of software retailing at £2507 Thoy lookss at an ever more —|
aren't ikely to want t0 take the chance i
Essatoal. dangerous problem —|

The software companies can get
around this to some extent by making
more demo versions of their software, lim-
ited time versions, save disabled ver-
sions, versions where you can only use a
tiny area of the screen. It would help peo-
ple make the decision to buy and would
probably result in increased revenue for
the company.They will, of course, still
have the problem of ensuring a wide dis-
tribution of these demo versions, but with
magazines panting for new material and
the Internet becoming ever more popular,
only the insular of companies will find
themselves with difficulties.

But the area hit hardest is certainly
games. People rip games off left, right
and centre. I's not just an Amiga
phenomenon — every week in the leisure
computing trade mag CTW, some
company or other is claiming they have
lost millions of dollars (billions in some
cases) in revenue owing o piracy. This is
‘sometimes because a pirated v ‘sion of a
game is in some way improved, giving the
player endiess lives or the ability to install
the game onto a hard drive, and | may
be in a tiny minority, but | won't buy a
game that won't take advantage of extra
RAM, processor power or additional
floppy drives.

I'm also not keen on games that don't
install on a hard drive. Perhaps it's about

The Al team

The final version

‘CIRCULATION DIRECTOR

If lommodore hasn't —
Fiilled the Amiga, perhaps —
piracy will. Ben Upst —

time games companies looked to the
somewhat higher end of the market. After
all, who's more likely to buy a game - a
person who actively expands their Amiga
and is willing to spend money on it, or
someone whose only investment has
been a joystick?

Escom need to have a concrete
software strategy in place. It’s all very well
getting the hardware back in place, but
without companies like ASDG and
LucasArts back in the fold, serious and
games users of the Amiga may as well
give up now and get that Mac or PC.
Perhaps, like Microsoft, Escom need to
have an in-house software team creating
new word processors, games and image
processing packages. They could afford to
get the best programmers out there, par-
ticularly those in the public domain and
shareware fields, and really bring some
quality software back onto our beloved
platform.

Added revenue from software sales
could help to bolster R&D budgets,
pushing the Amiga back towards the
forefront of computer technology — where
it belongs and was ten years ago. We are
getiing faster base level machines with a
greater capacity for RAM, and hard drives

Daid Wren

are becoming more and more commof
place, but there are no staggering
advances in the graphics, sound d

operating system technology that powe
The operating system could definitek

you give programmers the toolsthej
need 1o rapidly scroll screens, pl.y tak
animations, or manipulate bobs in th
08, publishing houses wouldn't need i
reinvent the wheel with every game the
write. This won't improve the situation v
a vis piracy, but it might attract some

is available from every pirate BBS in
1

CHARMAN  ichard Hesse
‘COMMERCIALDIRECTOR  Desse Wright MANAGING DIRECTOR 1 Blooméid
DISTRIBUTION  COMAG (0195) doss MED A
SUBSCRIPTION 0151357296
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ADVERTISIG MANAGER
osaLes
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[ty 5 cotbe el el eporie o sy s
STSTENSMANAGER _ Daid St obetingienfbrecdick

a Computing
OCTORBER 1908




The Fall & Rise in Amiga
Frame Grabbin

?roGrab”‘ has caused a Real Fall in the Price of § lity Frame Grabbing
- the Rise in Standards speak for themselves!

The revolutionary NEW SVHS ProGrab™ 24RT Plus, with Teletext, s not only the best way to get
crisp colour video images into your Amiga, it also costs less than any of its rivals, This real
time, PAL'SECAV-NTSC*, 24-Bit colour frame grabber/digitiser has slashed the price of
image grabbing on the Amiga, and at the same time has received rave reviews for its ease
of use and excellent quality results. ProGrab Plus™ s now S-VHS compatible too!

ProGrab™ has received honours from just about every Amiga magazine!
And... with ProGrab™ you needntt be an expert in Amiga Video Technology either...
A simple 3 stage operation ensures the
right results - Real Time, after time.
STAGE 1.
Country: iy ke

ounty beyourcameor
] ”’/’1 b J domestic VCR/piayer or sandard TV signal passing thiough
on One your VCR/player... the choice is yours.

software, selct an image you wish to capture
q the on screen preview window - and Grab (because the

hardware grabs for a freeze frame
facity on the source devicel, PoGrab™ even incudes a Teltext viewing/
y fom efther TV or satlite sourcs, Once grabbed, smply
riad and view the fulmage on your Amiga creen.

it

i your favourie word processor, DTP or qrapics package

Pro-GRAB> .«

\"meh‘ really does make
it that simple!

sl
i

1y

i
iﬁig!%gg!

!
i

i

iyour hands on the NEW ProGrab . - o
Plus™, call our sales line on 1

o, e
D1 773 836781
BErEms
on the order form provided to. County (Country): Postcode:.
e e
v :
LAY  OptoalFAST CourieService Delrery & 61
the UK's favourite Amiga Dealer
Gordon Harwood Computers  Limited. 'wu.m ustomers - lease call for pr TOTAL &

New Street, Alffeton, Derbyshire DESS 7BE |

e S R e i U_Lq_l_l EELY
)(‘upmm\ | e No swichonlyx [ ] Dept: ACO
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DFA 2.25
P
I Ei

Ertracting
(ouerDisks files

1 you have already booted this
Imonth's CoverDisks, you may
have noticed a slight change to

normal. We are niow using Commodore's
installr utity 1o ry and make extracting
the archives as easy as possible for you
To extract any single archive, simply
double-click its icon and follow the on-
ons. If you want 10 quickly
extract the program to RAM, select the
NOVICE level on the welcome screen
and press proceed once on the current
screen, and then again on the next. The
sporam can v b e K ol A

R e option of using a
floppy disk. If you pick this option make
You have a blank formatted disk at

i roa, and f you only have one dec
get ready for lots of disk swapping and a

Author: Dirk Federlein
Workbench: 2.04
Everyone has an address book of on
sort or another. Generally they are fairy
tatty things with plenty of scribbles, cor-
rections, and different hand writing

addresses and phone numbers stored in
a convenient place.

DFA really is the perfect solution. The
program is spiit into a number of smaller
parts, 50 the main executable is small
enough to keep in your WBStartup
drawer. If you ever need 1o find some-
one's address DFA has a Appicon, so a
quick double-click is allthat is needed to
Pop up the main DFA screen with a list
view of all the people in your address

To install you should really use the
provided installer script as it s a little
complicated and a number of 0ol types
have to be set correctly. Other than that,
it should be quite painless as virtually all
the DFA files are held together in a

Amiga [omputing brings you another double dose
of distss, crammed with the best utilities around

whore you enter il you favourite
poople into your bulging address

single directory. The first thing you will
notice when you run DFA s that is has a
very handy tool bar across the top of ts
window. Al the more common com-
mands are accessible via this tool bar. If
you are ot sure what each icon means,
just place the mouse pointer over the
relevant icon and its functions will
‘appear in the information box at the top
right,

‘Adding new entries is very straight-
forward. Click on the New icon, which is
the little folder icon. This pops up ano-
ther window with a number of fields. The
form is fairly standard allowing you to
enter, among other things, the person's
name, address, phone number and up
to three e-mail addresses. You can cur-
sor between each field, and each

sy et




From here you can change which columns of
the addross listviow display what information

person can be placed in up 1o eight
derent groups.

Once you have a few people entered
inlo DFA you can cursor up and down
the list on the main window. A selection

heir details is displayed in a small
window at the bottom, or you can view
their entire eniry by pressing return or
double-clickin

DFA comes with a fairly comprehen-
sive preference program, along with the
faifly normal window positioning and a
choice of the fonts it uses. You can
change exactly what information is di
played in both the main address listview
and aiso the smaller panel listview that
s at the bottom of DFA's window.

A couple of DFA's more unusual fea-
fures is that it has been designed with
network use in mind. Therefore, a num-
ber of people can share the same
‘address book over a network without
any of the usual read/write conflicts
The other unusual feature is that f you
have a modem attached, and then a
phone connected o your modem, you
can get the computer to phone up a
particular person.

epoch Unyager

Author: Jack Pritchard
Workbench: 2,04

s your fife a mess? Never know what you
are meant to be doing next? Always
forgetting about loved ones' birth-
days, weddings or bar mitzvah? Well,
epoch Voyager can help you get back on
rack.

This is a fully-featured Personal
Information Manager, so f anyone asks
know what to tell them. Voyager
allows you to store all your coming
‘appointments, special events, deadiines or

whatever you need reminding about
The main screen of Voyager s a diary
which allows you to select a specific day
from which you can enter a start time,
an end time, a category, an occasion, a
focation and up to nine pages of text.
You can also have a dally planner with

up 10 50 lines of text in each entry.
Whenever you run epoch Voyager, it
will check the next seven days o s if
you have any entries in your diary.
‘Along with the plain diary, it is possible
1o add anniversaries so every year you
will be warned of impending birthday or
wedding anniversaries. Along with these
features you can also add simple
reminder messages. By entering a date
and a +- days amount, you can jog your
memory on a daily basis — hopefully

never forgetting some important task.

a wider view of things, a year

Keop your ife in order, and never miss
‘another date with epoch Voyager

Amiga Computing!

OCTOBER 1995

COVERDISKS J

Faulty (ouerDislss

If you should find your Amiga
Computing CoverDisk damaged or
faulty, please return it to:

TIB Plc, TIB House, 11 Edward
Street, Bradford, W. Yorks BD4
7BH,

Please allow 28 days for delivery

planner is provided where every day of
the year Is available. Just click on the
appropriate day and all the relevant
entries for that day can be viewed. If
that was not enough for you, there are
two separate address books. It s poss
ble to search between the address book
and you diary for any coincidences
Consequently, if you wanted to know
‘what appointments you have with Fred
Bloggs, there is no problem.

Playlb

Workbench: 2.04

When the Amiga first arrived ten years
ago, its custom sound chips were state
of the art, and even today the sample
quality produced by the Amiga is super
ior to the PeeC's basic Sound Blaster
and Ab lib boards.

The fact that other platforms have
realised that people might actually want
their computers to make some sound
has meant that over the last few years a
number of incompatible sample formats
have emerged

Along with the Amiga’s own IFF-8SVX
format there is Wave, Voice, Sun Audio
Maud, AIFF and not to mention plane
raw sample formats — most of which can
handle 8 or 16-bis, mono or stereo, and
additional sample compression.

Play16 will allow you to play all the
above mentioned sample formats and
more. There are a number of ways to
use Play18, the simplest being o run it
and use the file requester to choose a
sample. Play16 wil then auto detect the
‘sample type and play it.

There are some more advanced
options available which can only be
accessed from a shell. Two of the more
interesting ones it provides include
direct Maestro Pro output, own
such a board, and also that t supports a
new sound driver system called Cyber

>




PiIMm

Author: Jarno Paananen
Workbench: 1.2

There are more tracker players on the
Amiga than fish in the sea. Well that's
probably not true, as there are not too
many fish left in the sea, but that's what
You get for having an unmanaged natural
resource.

Anyway back to PS3M ~ what does it

Scream Tracker 3, and the scream
tracker file extension is ‘S3M', hence
the name PSaM,

Even though trackers were invented
on the Amiga, the emergence of high-
end sound cards for PCs has meant
that PC trackers now. aupptin © 2
channels at 16-bit. It might sound
impossile for he Amiga 1o reprocuce
this feat, but an A1200 with fast memory
will happy manage 16 channels at about
24KHz.

One of the interesting features is that
you can specify what speed the sam-
ples should be played at, and this
ranges all the way down to 4KHz —
although any thing above 20KHz gives
good results. Along with the normal sup-
port for Protracker and Scream tracker
modules, PS3M will also handle 6-8
channel Fast racker, 1-32 channel style
Protracker, and finally multiTracker
modules.

You are not just restricted to the
typical mono or stereo sound output
either. PS3M has support for fake
surround sound, or even real surround

do | hear you cry? Well, it could have wi
been just another typical pro tracker anything up 1o 32 50und for all you people with Dolby
player. But what PS3M does is support chanmsie~ifyour  Prologio docoders, and i that was not
the new PC tracker formats, specifically e e wan  ©Nough for you, PS3M can replay at

[yber Sound

Author: Christian Buchner
Workbench: 2.04

1f you want to use the 14-bit output of Play16 you are
going to need the Cyber Sound devics
the nice chaps and chappesses that we are, hero it
is. Cyber Sound allows your Amiga to pror
output at 14-bit qualty, at speeds of up fo 60KHz,
depending on what system you have. The drawback
is that it requires more processor power and is only
really usable with an 020.

“This miraculous feat is achieved by mixing two
channels; one playing at maximum volume, the other
at minimum — 5o producing a stereo output uses all
four channels. The end result is that playing a 16-bit
sample produces a (ot less ‘hiss’ than the normal
‘way of cropping it down to 8-bits

To get the best results, a calibration preference

14:bit qualty. A word of warning, how-
ever. If you want 1o use all these
features, do ot expect to have much
processor time lef

lirus Checkser

Author: John Veldthuis
Workbench: 1.3

This is another favourite that should
reside in everyone's WBStartup drawer.
Those nasty viruses are always on the
Prow, so a good virus checker is essen-
tial. The latest version adds more of the
nasty blitters to its armoury, so you
will have even more protection than
before. Sounds fike a good under arm
deodorant.

The Cyber Sound.
You t fine tune the 13.bi roplay

lets Cyber Sound accommodate the sliht variations
that existin all Amiga sound chips. Doing the calbra-

program is provided. This allows you to test the
Amiga's , and

tion will allow Cyber Sound to produce the best
output qualty pos

YAk

et Another Kommodity, as the man sa
Yak is another one of those wondef
commodities. Commodore did manage

another commodity,
provides plonty of useful functions

Tiff Data Type

Author: Bert. Wynants
Workbench: 3.0

Tiff is a widely-used image format in

picture format that was not supported b
them,

“This is compatible with version 6 of t
TIFF specs and supports 1,
6,7,8,24, and 32-bit depth images ak

24-bit colour RGB, and finally 32-bit colot
CMYK.

To get the best out of the data type youl
really need 2 meg, and a hard drive fo
store temporary fils.

PNG Data Type

Author: Cloanto®
Workbench: 3.0

Yes, its another data type, and for &
format you may never of heard about. Thi
s going to be a very important file fo
in the future because if you did not know,

Amiga Comput
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couple of things right ater al.

has been around for
w and works along the lines of
ultiCX. It provides lots of useful litle

e chavgng wnple for the use
of the Law o ms. This
B e g & vmgvam that
could read or wite GIF files would have to
pay royaltes

“This rightly angered a lot of people, as
GIF is one of the widest used file formats.
S0 Compuserve got a group of smart pro-
grammers together who went about creat-
ing a new improved, son of GIF file format.

PNG is the frut of heir labours. It has a
large number of features such as support
of true colour depths of up to 48-bits, and

annels. One of the most important

is that PNG is thought to be completely
foyally free, so hopefully can be freely
used by one and

The PNG data type s by those lovely
people at Cloanto, and it supports al parts
of the PNG format. At the moment, the
only PNG image you may have is the
test.png that came with the archive

, this format wil gain a lot of sup-

~ Image Studio and Person Paint
already have external loaders that allow
them to read and write PNG files, and
more programs will ollow.

So install the data type and heip PNG
become the defacto oss less image

Tent Data Type
Patch

Author: Stefan Ruppert
Workbench: 3.0

“This s faity straightiorward and basically
B e o s ks T
type. Whenever you read a docu-
ol using Amiga guide or Multiview,
pressing return will pop up a text

jester, into which you can enter words
10 search for. Using tab, you can then
search forwards, and shift and tab will

fike using right Amiga d for delete. One
of the neat features of Yak is the way
you define your hot keys or mouse
presses. All you do is press the key
combinations or mouse buttons you
want, and viola, the hot key definton s
automatically . This is
vory hancy, sspeclaly for some of
the more complicated mouse button
combinations, such as left button double.
right.

search backwards.
To get the patch to work insert the ine:

run sail

xtdipateh

into your s:user-startup file, and copy
textdtpatch into the C: directory.

FMs

Author: Matt Dillion
Workbench: 1

Another tiny uiity for hard drive users, or
for someone with a few megs of RAM.

(onuerter Master

Chris Krivitski
nch: 2.04

This is one of those litle utilities where you think,
why would any one need that? Then about two.
weeks later you will find yourself throwing half the
stuff off your desk trying to find a copy of it

Converter Master will convert between all the

more common measurement s

box. Al the other values in that category will then

instantly be displayed.

ales, such as
Celsius and Fahrenhet, feet and meters. All you

[covenoisks]

Lupe

Author: Frank Toepper
Workbench: 3.0

BisChoos sy o o conm jou

does. It
isa m-qm'qu glass which will jump.
onto any public screen and has
adjustable zoom, all the way 10 20, It
may not sound much more than a
it toy, but they do come in useul for
posttioning icons or magnifying parts of
pictures.

Look there there's o pixa ot of place.
What do mean

This allows you to create a virtual disk
drive on a hard drive partton. Therefore
You get a disk drive that can be accessed
almost as fast as a hard drive. For paople
like ourselves who are compiling disks,
this is an absolute god send, as you are
‘completely unburdened from the drudgery
of waitng for the disk drive to copy or run
fils.

It also makes it possible to DM straight
1o the hard drive, 5o if you have a CD full
of DMS files, you can go through them in a
fraction of the time compared to using &
floppy drive.

pAC
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L
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ster will handie al the
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READER OFFER

Personal Paint b.3

pai Im Imnga
and 24-bit printing package.

Features of Personal Paint 6.3 include

® Animation (teaturing storyboarding, superior compression, multple

palotes,frame-by.-rame iming, ANIN-57/8 and hybrid forms, etc)
ew, faster image processing efecis, including transparency, alpha

channel and single-image stereograms (both SIRDS and Custom

patter stereograms, as in Magic Eye)

@ Sophisticated ‘behind the scenes’ memory management, including

virtual memory (swaps inactive

image data to Fast RAM and disk

storage) and multle levels of undo

and e

® First paint program worldwide 1o

support the new PNG (Portable |

Network Graphics) file format. |

Includes an ARexx scrpt fo convert

GIFs to PNG.

© Suppor of Retargeliable Graphics

(display cards like the Picasso,

Retina, Piccolo, Rainbow, EGS

Talon, Cybergraphics etc.)

® Animation on AT display cards |

(with or without double-bufering) |

® Direct, high-qually 24-bit printing

(Colour and Black & White) and nter-

face to third-parly software such as

Studio Print Serve

® Professional and fast modes for converting 24-bi pictures (IFF,

PNG, PCX, PBM etc.) to 256 colours o less

® HAM, HAMS and Picasso 24-bit viewsr active during colour

reduction

® Exteral inputloutput modules (loaders and savers) or easy exten

sions and upgrades. Modules for IFF, PNG, PCX, PBM, Amig,

DataTypes and several others are included. A GIF module s available

from public domain sources

® Support and editing of IFF, PNG and GIF project annotations

(Author, Copyright and Comment fieds, pus Amiga flenotes)

® Autoscrol painting

 Workbench application icon (drag and arop)

@ Basic set of ARexx commands for presentalons, format conversions

= nd priniing

ASL-compatible

requester

® More power through

machine language code: the

software I, in part, up 10 500

per cent faster

© Now Look user inertace

® A collection of utities,

| including colour fonts, new

{ Dosiot priner drvers (up to

four inks) and Jpeg DataType

file

OCTOBER 1995
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d ® Personal Paint 6.3
" gallery of pictures

and animations, stereograms and

stereo animations, fonts

© Personal Fonts Maker 1 (for

Amiga and Printer Fonts) + dozens

ofprinter downloadabe forts

© Personal Fonts Maker 2

(professional version for colour

fonts) + dozens of professional

colour fonts

® Personal Write 4 + Electronic f— -

versions of famous books dersonal Fonts Maker

This offer s only valid for three months, so order now whil stocks last. Send your

completed order form to: Personal Paint 6.3 Offer, DG Media, Media House,

Adington Park, Macclesfild SK10 4NP.

l' rsonal Paint 6.3 order form

Please rush me:

Personal Paint 6.3 at the bargain price of £39.95
(including VAT and p&p) — saving £10 off RRP

Personal Suite CD-Rom at the bargain price o £30.95
| (including VAT and p&p) - saving £10 off RRI

Deliver to:
Name (MrMrs/MsMiss)

Postcode Daytime phone

1 wish to pay by:
[ Chequefpostal order payable to IDG Media
[ credit card

CardNo. [T T (T T [T LI Ewivome

Please allow 28 days for delivery while stocks last

|
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or the majority of Amiga users
Mpeg s generally perceived as
nothing more than a rough and
jerky anim format. But as the CD32 has
alieady proven, ful-screen reaktime cigtal
video's well of the Amiga,
ofering a cost, storage and transfer time-
efectve means of i
ator about composte qualty

Not surprisingly, Scala haven't wasted
‘any time in recognising Mpeg’s potential
for presentation. As a result, the
Scandinavian multimedia men have fine
tuned the Amiga's only dedicated Mpeg
encoding and decoding card for direct
‘application within Info Channel, MM300
and heir latest creation MNH00.

Athough originally known as the Peggy
card, the same hardware has now been
feincamated as the MD100, complete with
styish packaging and a degree of ease of
use within both the controls and uiities
that have made Scala a mulimedia giant,
| The main reason for incorporating hard-
ware directly into a primarily software-

sent the expense and hassle involved in
ineorporating raditional video into multime-

" da produciions simply doesn’t make it an
opton for most mulimedia productions.

PROVISIONS

In the past, Scala offered provision for
incorporating traditional video and even
laser disks into presentations via their EX
standard. However, both methods had
heir imiation. Laser disks offer e in the
Way of interaction as well s being very dif-
ficul to master. Traditional tape offers
many of the same problems pus the evils
of hardware maintenance, slow interaction
and, of course, degradation of the tape.

With the arrival of the MD100, Scala
finally has full frame or partal igital video
hat will never degrade, uniimited video
lips vith o tape swapping, hardware that
is unlikely to need any maintenance, and
ifsal in one box

Once the hardware is firmly entrenched

the Amiga's video siot and the appropri-
ate cable lirked either to a composite
video, S-VHS, or RGB outputs, plus an
Mpeg audio out on the rear of the board,
you effectively have a traditional genlocked
ideo single directly beneath the Scala pre-
sentation. Unfortunately as it stands, Mpeg
audio is only available via pre-recorded
Mpeg movies, primarily from CD — CDs
being supported directly in the control soft-
ware. As a result, direct encoding Mpeg

fioll the credits

Ludloss o s, Hnion ek pickit

les that Scala can throw into the action it
l has 0 betemptng for animatos and
types ali

D100 in ac
ALA

video is the only option, although audio
‘accompaniment is stil available thanks to
la's sample and

tion.

plus ull rame digital video,
impressive by any standard,

‘The ability to connect up to such a wide
variety of display media is a real bonus,
and should provide enough scope for
pretty much any production. Obviously,
quality Mpeg streams doesn't exactly grow
on trees. As a result, after initial set-up,
encoding an Mpeg animation is likely to be.
the frst step.

Assuming you've installed the Mpeg EX
software in the Scala start-up drawer, a
quick trp to the system menu will reveal
the encoding side of MD100. From here

file, adjust the resolution and setting as
required, and click on encode. Now it's
time to make lots of coffee.

Although the end results are impressive,
it must be said that encoding is a slow.
process. The example 300 frame anim
fisted took roughly an hour and a half to
encode from full video-res frames.
Originally exported from a PAR card, they
were then scaled and converted into the
Mpeg format and resolution.

Slow import and the lack of real-time
capture is perhaps the only chink in
MM100's armour. Unless you're lucky
enough to have either a PAR card or a
VLab Motion, your Mpeg productions are
likely 1o be limited to traditional computer

and only
et 300 frame animation

(G apnics M

Faul Rustin explores video
on demand - Scala style

graphic animations. After selecting an
existing Mpeg or creating your own, its
addition to the production simply means
clicking on the newly acquired Mpeg box in
Scala's main layout.

A quick click reveals the Mpeg decoder
‘controller, and it from here you can con-
trol the Mpeg action. The first step is to
select the file, at which point you're
provided with an impressive array of
customising oplions.

can see from the screen grab
you can play and pause, add a definable or
infinite loop, apply definable siow-motion
and even make the Mpeg wait when you hit
the appropriate point in the production
Tape deck transport controls allow instant
scans of the Mpeg stream and once you're
happy, a simple OK adds the Mpeg and
play settings 1o the production

During testing | had at least five separate
Mpegs, combined with mods, samples
wipes and all the other Scala classics with
o appreciable drop in overall performance.

SYSTEM ESSENTIALS

The bottom line
Pmducl MD 100 Mpeg
(docor
Suppller Sca!a UK Ltd
ice: £599
Tel: 01920 444294
Ease of use
Implementation
o)

Value for moy
Overall

o0




lsorrware]

A joint project from

that claims to fea-
ture their best PD
from over the past
six months. It istin-
guishes itself from
other general col-

e
looking interface that promises the sort o ease of use that
Amiga CD needs.

When it comes to the crunch, however, Zoom fails to
beatth
bilty. One major reason for tis s that most (f ot al) of the
files are archived using DMS, which means they have to be
extracted on to floppy disks.

n practice this means that when it comes o using the file
You've extracted you have 1o leave the interface and go to
the workbench. Though this is not really much of a problem
with files that fit on one floppy, it becomes off-putting
when dealing with larger programs — especially since it's
impossible to know which are worth the effort,

EXTRACTION

In contrast, Aminet predominately features LHA filos

‘which require less trouble 10 extract. This weakness on

s a shame because in other respects the pack-
age works very well. It large contents summary box s one
good dea, for example, that would make a welcome
‘addion to other collectons in the fuue.

Unfortunately, the actual contents aren't on a par either.
‘There are huge amounts of babe pictures padding the CD
out, and though these are obviously popular sellers, they re
ofltle use for anything computer related. Games take up a
significant proportion of the disk, with around 70 card sets
for use with Klondike lf patience included as part of the col-
lection. Considering the amount of space available on CD, it
would have been nice f these hacit been compressed so
they could have all been used directly from CD.

More serious users wil at least find some interest in the
Ground Zero Imagine 3D collection, and there's also some
20Mb's worth of Magic WB data to choose from. DTP users
will find the addition of themed mono clipart another
worthwhile adtion.

What finally undermines Zoom, however, is the fact that
despite ts competent interface, the disk contents have not
been organised into helpful categories. I faimess, the CD's
fun emphasis and colourtul ront-end do make a welcome
change, but the laws mean t doesn't make the top league.

The bottom line

Product: Zoom

Price: £19.99
Supplier: Active Software
Tel: 0117 9741462
Ease of use 7
Implementation. z
Value for money. 8
Overall 7

10,000 pictures plus a few handy utiities
to allow buyers to make the most of its
contents.

Considering there's over 2Gb of information
here to search through, it was to be hoped
that there would be proper categorisation of
the images. It's unfortunate, then, that the
images are simply organised alphabetically,
which as usual makes for an almost hopeless
mix-up of subject matter.

To give an idea of the problem, out of one
of the randomly chosen ‘C' drawers came
these pictures which followed one after the
other: a fantasy painting of a woman, Captain
Kirk from Star Trek, Capital Hill and a ren-
dered car. In other words, finding what you
want isn't always easy; on the other hand,
quessing why some of the pictures are in a

particular location makes for an entertaini
‘game when bored.

Thankfully, the collection s largel
redeemed by the inclusion of a thumbna pre
view catalogue, 50 though the pictures af
rather jumbled, at least skimming through t
disc contents s greatly speeded up.

Given the product’s size, a fair assessme
of all the contents s impossible in the spac
available. However, it quickly becomes d
that the breadth of subject matter covered:
very wide ranging indeed. Whereas mat
collections have concentrated too much o




science fiction in an area which is already
overpopulated with the same Star Trek and
Babylon 5 pictures, this colection is more ke
‘ageneralimage bank

All the standard fare is included, but
fortunately there are many other fields to
choose from. Pictures of supermodels and
‘swimsuits do, however, crop up all over the
place, but at least there's some fair play
thanks to the inclusion of  number of muscle-
bound hunks as well

Cars, trains, space, planes - as you'd
expect, there's an abundance of material to
keep the most avaricious anorak happy. But
there's also a great deal of useful material
1o0. Sunsets, worid locations and landscapes
are available in huge quantities and often the
qualty of the photography is high. Similarly,
close-ups of roses and flowers could be put to
anumber of diferent uses.

PROS AND CONS
are numerous painted backgrounds
‘available, while photographs of stones, bricks.
and other textures are there for 3D fans to
wiap onto their objects. Considering the size
of the collection, LightWave and Imagine
users may be disappointed to find it lacks any
actual models; in my view, however, the col-
lection benefits by concentrating on being

definitive 2D image bank.
Flags, famous album covers, military

dance

Gareth lofthouse returns with our regular (0 column.
This month yields the latest general collection plus
a huge graphics collection and a dusted off
multimedia encyclopaedia

equipment, ray-raced — the list goss on and

Boris Vallejo will be pleased to see a huge
amount of his arguably pomographic but cer-
tainly talented paintings covering a sizeable
section of the first CD.

One further complaint does need raising
however, that being the amount of image
duplication in the collection. I fact, the Vallejo
collection is a good case in point, with the
same pictures cropping up three or four times
in close proximity.

‘The images are generally in IFF format. In
addition 10 all the pictures, Viewtek has been
included so that everything required 10 look at
the images is included with the package. The
inclusion of Personal Paint is aiso welcome,
since users willbe able 1o load up images and
work on them.

It a shame, then, that s an untransiated
German version, making it iffcul 10 use for
the majoriy of us. The slapdash way in which
some things are thrown onto some CD collec-
tions — and this is not an unusual example —
does not bode well for the Amiga's future CD
marke
So overall, Giga Graphics is not short of
flaws. Anyone who can find uses for a wide
range of imagery, however, cannot help but be
impressed by the value for money such a
huge and far reaching collection offers. In
short ts should make a worthwhile buy.

The bottom line

[ soFTwarE |l

The Hutchinson
Encyclopaedia

The appeal of having
an entire encyclopae-
dia stored on a single

prise that many sup-
pliers are selling out

Hutchinson electronic encyclopaedia has resurfaced, so
we decided to see how well s stood the test of time.
Though it was originally designed for use with the

included alternative keyboard controls. Unfortunately,
however, his is not enough to overcome every compatibi-
ity problem. For exampl, though the instructions sressed
hat it was essential o boot from the disc, this proved o
be impossible using our Sqirel. We did manage to run it
from workbench, but the text appeared in such a small
font it was diffcult o read ~ on the CD32 the articies are
much more readable.

There are also problems using the encyclopaedia
because the A1200 lacks a control pad, and navigating
the interface requires combinations of Amiga keys, ALT
keys and the cursor arrows, Sometimes users can get
stuck n one article and its not at all lear how 10 get back
tothe main men.

Basically, this makes it impossible 1o recommend for
Squirel users, but t does seem to work perfectly wel on
the CD32. With over 25,000 entres plus pictures and
soundaiips, for those who own the console the Hutchinson
CD stil sounds like a worthwhile product.

In comparison o the Electronic Grolier, however, The
Hutchinson doesn't seem 10 work sowell. The first prob-
e s the pecularty fickery screen which makes using the
disc painful on the

Though there are 2000 photographs and 250 sound
clips, they are sparsely distributed among allthe plain text

point where most people would rather use the traditional
er versh

ion.

With searching tools that also seem inferior 10 the
Groler, this CD unfortuntely doesn' cut it in the modem
mulimedia age. Ifs only its price, plus the fact that the
Grolier i hard 1o get, that makes i even worth considering
these days.

The bottom line

Product: Giga Graphics
Price: £32.99
Supplier: Active Software
Tel: 0117 9741462

Ease of us
Implementation
Value for money.

Product: Hutchinson
Encyclopaedia CD
Price: £14.99
Supplier: Epic Software
Tel: 01793 490988
Ease of use
Implement:

n.
jue for money.
Overall
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OFTWARE

World of Clipart

Desklop publishing is no longer the sole
preserve of people who can afford
expensive packages like Pagestream 3,
with word processors now offering
drawing tools and the option to import
pictures as standar

PD collections have always been a
good source of clip ar, but finding the
right material to suit your documents
and, equally importantly, your printer,
was not always easy. A CD with over
40,000 mono and colour images
therefore holds an instant and obvious
attraction

World of Clipart is particularly large
thanks to the fact it's spread across two
CDs, and there’s a huge and diverse
range of subject matter to choose from.

letins, pamphiets, fanzines and newslet-
ters the CD will probably be most used
for.

There are large drawers dedicated to
business and education, for example, as
well as general symbols that wil be use-
ful for just about anyb

gories which should please those who
want to write about their Amigas as well
as use them.

Natural world drawings are always
popular in clip art collections and unsur-

are categories that are similarly
well represented. Pictures range greatly

with printers boasting high DPs.

The standard of many of the draw-
ings is exceptionally high, with a lot less
hit-and-miss quality control than some
of the product’s rivals. Some of the
images are highly accurate and
detailed, but the inclusion of well drawn
but simpler pictures and charicatures
proves equally important,

WIDE SCOPE

For those who want to print in colour
there's also a huge number of colour
pictures covering almost as many cate-
d once again the quality
remains high. In terms of breadth of
coverage, therefore, World of Clipart is
hard to faul

So far so good, but unfortunately
there are a few complaints that have to
be raised. Categorisations into drawers

has been done consistently, but the
actual file names are inexcusably
unhelpful. With only numbers distin-
guishing each individual picture, finding
the right picture can be unnecessarily
time consuming. It was also strange to
find pictures in the IFF drawer had bits
missing for some reasor

Of course the CD is padded out by
duplicating images in just about every
image format available, but this is a plus
point when it comes to flexibilty. What's
more, a program called Transition has
been included to allow Amiga owners to
convert fle formats.

odd flaw aside, this is a high

value, high-quality collection that beats
any of the competition I've yet seen.
Useful for just about anybody, World of
Clipart comes recommendex

The bottom line

Product: wUr/d of Clipart
Prrm‘
pplie Eprc
re/ 01703 490985

Ease of use
Implementation.
Value for money.
Overall

oo~

Utilities professional

There are some Amiga users that have absolut-
ely no time for games. As a recent survey
proved, the inclusion of the smallest PD shoot-
"em-up on the cover disks will have some people
critiising what they see as a waste of space.

h serious users might therefore sit up at
the prospect of a dedicated utilties CD, and
that's exactly what this PDSoft product is about.
Business software, graphics production, hard
drive tools, virus killers, DTV ~ you name i, if its
anything to do with productivity computing it's
here on the disk.

(2 00 bas been acsind fo & i@l
 Sorie waya s beginfing 10 ook
eyl of organisation, it realy is
a pain to use in just about every way imaginable.
Basically, the CD consists of 1500 floppies
worth of files and programs transferred onto disc.
Searching through the drawers just brings up
thousands of identical, nameless icons with no
clue to their contents. This means you have to go
o the alphabetic directory in a separate tex! file,
‘seek out items of interest, and then take a note
of the relevant disk number. Even the numbers
on the program drawers are made peculiarly diffi-
cultto read. It's another bunch of DMS programs

as well, which leads 1o the same siow transfer on

to floppy you get with Zoom. It's worse here
because you have even less of an idea of what
you're going to get in the end.

“This s all a bit of a shame since many of the
contents will please the more serious Amiga
users out there. On the educational side, there’s
a Language Tutor that provides an effective
vocabulary tester for French, German and
Spanish. For video there's a titler program, for

music there are the usual PD music editors plus a
collection of reasonable quality sound samples to
expand your repertoire. Databases, sports selec-
tors and disks for HAM radio enthusiasts give an
idea of how much material is available.

Frankly, however, | just couldn't be bothered
spending hours trying to find the good stuff. This
one is reserved purely for the most patient of the
tecchies.

The bottom line

Product: Utilties Professional
Price: £19.99

e: £
Suppllr: PDSot
Tel: 01702 466933

Easeofuse
Implementation.

Value for money.

Overall

LEE RN
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288k Fx & Dara Modem
i 144k Modem with GP Fax

Ppes Pro VL

29995

s
anss
£16995

ARE
X-Link 20.8K Modem with GP Fax - €271
Al Modems Are BT Approved

a9,
40Mb Incerna IDE Hard drive for A1200|

and AGD 16995
25108 il 1O Hard drvefor AZ00

Figh Qualty 74 B sk Time Frame Grabher
Nataha Greyicile Hand Scanner for Amiga
500 3 500+ 5995
by Grapics Tablec 25795
S Graphics Tablee
Video Bakup System + Phono cable
Video Back-up ystem + Sear cable
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Aura 12 bi Sampler

Music 2
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2995

Megalosound Sampler
Music X
ro M In

i
Techmosound Torbo 1 Fro bew
For a limited period only we're
offering Music X v2 and a
Microdeal Pro Midi interface
for just £64.95, a saving of £5
aver the usual prices !

T, Bars & Pipes v Manuals - the perfect com- e
K panion for your cover disk ! Just £29.95 TGE

L OME
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Dept AC2
PO Box 14

10 PD DISKS FOR Dh sl

ONLY A FIVER FROM LN11 S8LF
6000+ TITLES!!! 01507 450114

V12 now offer Digitizing in 2 Colour to HAM 8 and Sound Sampling from
5000 to 57000 sps rate! Yes, we're actually working for a living and not just
being lazy! Yearly Membership and discounts now available!

BLANK DISKS AT £2.50 FOR 10, FROM 17P IN BULK. ONE FOR ONE GUARANTEE.

ONE DAY, A MAN WAS BORN. SMALL AND UNIMPORTANT TO THE WORLD, HE MEANT NOTHING. HE MET UP
WITH ANOTHER BOY AND GIRL, AND THEY GREW UP INTO (DRUM ROLL!) V12 PD!! A SIMPLE, BUT BIG
MESSAGE TO EVERYONE WHO SAID PD AT 50P A DISK COULDN'T BE DONE. WE'RE STILL HERE AND WE'RE NOT
GOING AWAY!
WHAT MAKES US SPECIAL? WELLZOUR PRICES FOR A START

1-5 DISKS =165P EACH

6-9 DISKS — 60P EACH

10+DISKS — 50P. EACH

P+P IS 50P ON ANY SIZE ORDER!

#OK, IF YOU WANT MORE, QUR CATDISK. IT'S ALL WRITTEN FROM SCRATGH, NO SIMPLE GUT AND
PASTE OF ANOTHER CATDISK FOR US.ATS GOT, 6000+ TITLES IN I1. ONLY 50P, WHICH 1S REFUNDED ON
YOUR FIRST ORDER. BUT, FOR 50P, YOU GET 2 DISKS OF GATALOGUE, 4 FREE PIECES OF PD SOFTWARE
MINIMUMADIEEERENT EACH MONTH), HUMOUR AND LIGHT ENTERTAINMENT FL NNIER THAN MR EUNNY ON
HIS MOST FUNNY DAY.
THERE'S NO'NEED TO SPEND £1, LET ALONE £2+ ON PD ANYMORE. WE HAVE EVERYTHING YOU WANT, AND
IF WE HAVEN'T GOT A SPECIFIC TITLE, WE'LL TRY OUR VERY BESTTO GET IT FOR YOU. WE HAVE'AFTER SALES
SERVICE BETTER THAN ANYONE ELSE, HONEST. OUR COMPANY IS NOW M{ LTENATIONAL AND WE WILL
ACCEPT MORE ORDERS FROM EUROPE, U.5.A, CANADA ETC. WE PROMISE TO GET 24 HOUR TURN. AROUND OR
WE'LL LET YOU PLUG OUR TOENAILS INTO THE MAINS, WE'LL REPLACE ANY PROBLEM DISKS IMMEDIATELY
WITHOUT ANY OF THE WINGING OR WHINING YOU'D, EXPECT
WELL, THIS IS HOW GOOD WE ARE, BUT HOW ABOUT,YOU? ARE YOU GONNA PAY TWICE W HAT WE CHARGE
FOR THE SAME PD SOFTWARE, OR ARE YOU GONNA GET WITH THE CROWD? START SAVING MONEY AND
BUYING PD AT THE PRICE IT WAS MADE TO BE SOLD AT, NO BIG PROFIT MARGINS, NO FAT GUY GETTING
FATTER OFF YOURBACK, JUST CHEAP PD, JOIN THEAPD RATHER DRILL A 2 INGH HOLE IN MY FOREHEAD AND
USEMTAS A PENCIL CASE THAN PAY\THAT'FOR PDYCLUB. YOU KNOW IT MAKES SENSE. W E SIOCK MASSES OF
A1200 ONLY SOFTWARE AND STILL CATER FORTHE A500'S AND AL IN BETWE] INCANY TITLE YOU SEE IN AN
ADVERT'OR'IN THE REVIEW SECTION, TS VERY LIKELY WE ALREADY HAVE IT. TF NO WE'LL GET IT
SO SEND 2X 1ST CLASS STAMPS OR 50P TO THE ADDRESS ABOVE FOR YOUR TWO DISK CATALOGUE, THIS IS
REFUNDED BY A FREE DISK SELECTION, UPON YOUR FIRST ORDER. AINT WE NICE TO YA? TOO NICE, I'D BE
SUSPICIOUS!
A HELLOW TO OUR FRIENDS IN THE INDUSTRY, DAVY DUNCAN, JEREMY FORD, PHIL AND ALEXIS, NEIL PAINTER
STAGAN MANSIER, ROB DAVIAU, LEE WALDER, SEAN KENNEDY, MARTIN WOOLISCROFT, NEIL STACEY, AND.
EVERYONE ELSE!

6000+ Titles, that’s more than a library with less than that!
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51 statthis article | am creading
being able to finish it. I'm not
wortied about going over the top

* ntems of copy, | am woried about being

‘a1 fl he page with pertinent informa-
fon. The main roason for my worr is that

e Somet Doubler is so simple it defies
blst, Simple in its operation and simple
toinstall

 arives in a small cardboard box which
0 canain 2 tool that looks a bit ke a
smal comb for removing the 68040 chip
fom your 3640 daughterboard, an earth-
g siap, 2 sheet of instructions and the
Goutler ise. The instructions give you
guidelines on removing your existing
186040, covering al the cifforent setups like
iheepoxied heaisink,the clp-on heat sink
“and the paper-clp type spring clip heat
sink. Once you have tremulously
femoved the heart of your

B8040 socket, and the new 68040 at the
aber end of the board sitting under a
“eombination heatsink and fan. There only

be one chip on the board, other
{han the ‘040 of course, along with a
 Gouple of resistors.

OVER-CLOCKED

Motorola only make 68040s clocked up
10 40MHz as far as | know, so the heatsink
'#ind fan have to work even harder to cope.
i an over-clooked GPU. The fact that it
s uning hotter than the normal ‘040
Seems to make litle diference and cer-
fainy didn' cause our machine to crash
any more than normal,

Owners of machines ofher than A4000s
ray have rouble fiting the Doubler owing
1o the increased height requirements ~ it

bout an inch and a half proud of
e daughterboard. You might be able o i
into @ 3000T but, unless they are wiling
o make serious modifcatins to the case,
A3000 owners will probably be out of luck.

What speed does it run at? Well,
Sysifo, tht notoriously unreliable bench-
imark, gives us a rating of about

13MIPS and 9.66MFLOPS. Running it

arly all PC motherboards these days come with wi
onym for Zero Insertion Force and works by

the CPU to sit in. ZIF is

to fit?

through AIBB gives us results of around
twice the speed of our standard 040
rating. But is £399 too much 1o pay for
doubling the speed of your Amiga? It's
certainly on the edge of acceptabilty as
far as I'm concerned when you could have
a machine that is at least four times the

hat is known as a ZIF socket

ving a socket with overwide holes in it for the CPU's pins o go into. There is
lever on the side of the socket which, once you have inserted your Pentium or
ratever, you pull over until it locks once more.

This basically locks the pins of the CPU in contact with a conductive layer
ide the sacket. No more fiddling about trying to pry a chip out of its socket,
ering it this way and that with a small screwdriver, hoping you won't bend

pins — just flip the lever back and the chip will just lift out

aren't any ZIF sockets on Amiga motherboards or accelera-

I can only surmise that this is because the 680x0 range of processors isn't
ly obsolete (either that or the sockets cost 0o much).

A 1o why there

Ben Upst
thought that a sonnet

was a 14 line poem until he discovered

OCTOBER 1995

this accelerator

speed for about a grand. Admittedl, that
is over twice the amount the Doubler
costs, but you would also have your origi
nal 3640 board to sell, and they fetch
Somewhere between £300 and £450 for
the right buyer.

That brings the cost of the CyberStorm
down to between £550 and £700, a much
better propositon, especially when you
consider that you will get better memory
access and an optional SCSI-2 controler.
Of course, i you can't afford that extra
dosh then the Doubler does represent a
good way of increasing the speed of your
machine for relatively lite outiay.

SYSTEM ESSEHIIHLE

The bottom line

Product: Sonnet Doubler
Supplier: Blittersoft
Tel: 01908 261466

Price: £399

Ease of use

Implementation.
Value for money.
Overal

©oNoo
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or those who missed our initial
preview in Amiga Computing's
July issue, Tune Buider basica-
lly offers a totally unique approach to
musical production on the Amiga. In the

past, producing music to accompany *

either video or a multimedia production
was both expensive and time consuming,
and more often than not both

Fortunately with s ariva, custom-bui,
pro-quality CD sound, is within the reach
of quite literally anyone. And there's no
need for any musical equipment,talent or
studo facties.

As any videographer wiltel you, qualy
pre-recorded music is expensive, and
even when you've got the basic working
material you'e st looking at a big invest-
ment in time, money and effrtfo et and
incorporate the music into your produc-
tion. Even then you're by no means guar-
anteed that the end results will ft perfectly
into the overall producton - rescendos in
the wrong place, quiet sections where you
want a bit of excitement, th lst goes on.

Fortunately, Tune Builder puts allthese
problems to the sword by providing a fully
interactive customising process that
allows the user o create music of precise
fength, tailored throughout in the style of
your choice. Whether you need a change
of mood or a dramatic crescendo, the
exact sice of music you need can be slot-
ted exacly in the right spot and repeated
as often as

“The question s, how can a combination

The bass line

Aside from the ease of use, time
saving and all the other point
bonuses for Tune Builder, the over-
riding must for any library is the
overall quality of the music. All too
often, libras st of innumer-
able synihesiser speciale with the
hicken in a basket' over-
tones that make for more of a nove
Ity item than a serious production
ool
In Tune Builders' case there is a
slight cheesy feel on the odd track,
but in general the collection is truly
excellent with vocals and g
blended with believable brass and
impressive percussion. Better sl
all the major sampling formats
options and rates are supported

ers. There's even a direct support o
the Toccata card.
In short, Tune Builder is nothing

short of essential for
involved in serious video or

i, you can't really afford to be
without it

(D quality cut

Ami 9
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of a musk

| litrate, some software, and

fessional musician busy for hours if not

S The sile neuse b st st
ol over the construction

incs thmaatves and o he hard e

that went into them has been done on

your behalf by a team of professional

musicians.

Obviously, the process of transforming
 musically inept computer jock into an
instant impresario al hinges on the skil of
those lovely people who put TB's
Arpeggio CD collection together. During
what must have been a nightmare produc-
tion process, the musos behind the music
buit muliple edit points directl into each
tune, which were then picked up by the
accompanying  software.  As

consequence, the software can take a

extremely lucky the timing, the key, and
overall continuity wil be shot to bis.

LARGE AND SMALL

{onth of her original size and expanded
others from 30 second originals into mi
utes. Every time the end results were pers
fect, no clicks, o pops, no agonising kel
changes or obvious continuity faults we
perhaps one or two.

As you may already be aware, on

Mk and match

O inital boot-up, the first port of call is
the Library section where you audition
and select from the 344 assorted tunes
spread over the 12 accompanying CDs.
Neediess to say, some form of fitering,
ot to mention auditoning, is essential,
but fortunately both areas are

the collection and read the notes
‘appended 1o each track ~ regardiess of
whether the CD is actually in the drive,
1 you find something you fike the sound
of, either during a browse of a dedica-
ted search, it can be tagged and wil
then always appear in the search win-
dow regardless of subsequent search
parameters.

If time is of the essence, or perhaps
you already have a firm idea of what
you're after, the obvious step is to

forego browsing and go straight into a
search. As you've probably gathered:
courtesy of the screen shots, firing the!
344 tunes is particularly well implement-
ed. The first step is to select a style or
‘even muttple styles. If this doesn't trim

exact parameers is an option.

DELIVERIES

During a complex search a ciick o

control pops-up ready to assist I




nd paste

Austin auditions Tune Builder - arguably
greatest advance in Amiga music in years

of stereo CD quality audio trans-
into roughly 14Mb of storage space.

quality sound internally would bring

opporturity to audiion the avallable tunes
in 16-bit prior o editing, 0 you should
have a good idea of the overall quality
beforehand. For the purists, 8-bit may
seem fike a worrying compromise, but in
realiy the clone is more than adequate for
basic edit decisions.

Once your designer tune is complete,
the software reverts o the imported 16-bit
data and comples your master tune in the
format and sound qualty of your choice.

n either searches or during

ing. Alteratively, if you simply

ck on the selected track the

D m will aumml\\cal\y Ioca(e it and

at playback iect

Obviously there's a cnunc- that not all
‘selections will be on the same Cl

nately, if you double-click on a

that isn't on the current CD you'll

Wnn\plsd to insert the correct vol-

SYSTEM ESSENTIALS

RED - Essortial_BLACK = Recommended

=% 9

CD-Rom drive Hard drive Speakers

030 accelorator ~ Audio Mixer

The bottom line
Product: Tune Builder
Supplier: AirWorks Media
Price: $999 none broadcast
Price: $18,999 TV and broadcast

rights
01403 424 9922 (Canada)

L
Ease of use 10
Implementation. 10
Value for money____7
Owepalf 22500 0 70

T
Tune  Builder
mides 3 fully

nteracie rustomisng pocess
that alows th use t rate
music of predse fength,
taiored throughout in the
stle of your

hoie

OCTOBER 1995
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egato lego

Once inside the editor you're presented
with a waveform of the entire tune seg-
mented into numerous individual edits,
and it's these seamless cuts that are
the key to the whole process.

Although the principle s inspired, the
actual production process is embarrass-
ingly simple. To audition the tune simply
click on the Play Original button, and if
you're perfectly happy with things as
they are you can export the tune in the
rate and file format of your choice.

The next option is to interact a litle
more by specifying a user-defined
length for the tune you require — either
larger or smaller than the original. If you
add the length you need and click on
generate, TB automatically interpolates
the existing track to produce a custom-
built tune that wil fit your time parame-
ter - usually to within one second.

1f you don'tlike this initial mix you can
click again and T8 wil pre

roduce a new
variant. You can repeat the process as.
often as you like and then toggle
between the variations with the adja-
cent arrow keys. If this still doesn't
quench you thirst for interaction, there's

clicks to select individual sections —
more than once if necessary. The
selection is then played in sequence to
generate a completely custom-built
tune. If you like it, again a simple cick-
ing on the Export wil generate a new
master.

INTERACTIVITY

“The final and, without doubt, the most
flexible method is o opt for a fullblown
edit session by getting interactive with
the Assembler Bar directly below the
waveform. To use it you simply click on
a section you like, drag it across
and drop it on the bar. To create an
entire tune you just keeping clicking,
dragging and dropping until you have
exactly the arangement and length you
need.

To audition your creation you can
click on the Play New button or shift
and drag over the section you want fo
hear. As you select a new biock from
the waveform, its counterparts in the
Assembler window light up, so i's easy
o construct repeats or verse/chorus
sections.

You're also free to drop biocks in-

Adjustment Requester which allows you
to add space for voice-overs or fade out
tunes that perhaps slightly overrun the
require run-time.
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(ORDER CODE: W100

'WHAT YOU PAY

£9.90

£19.99

GRIER CODE: Wist

Al prices include VAT and carage within the UK
mainiand. Pieass add £5 12 your order fornon-UK.
Mainiand deivery. Al product are subject 10 2
5O Advrtod e ad paciicaion may change

£4£.99
ORDER CODE: Wis2

COMPLETE PRODUCT TO US WITHIN 28 DAYS OF
RECEIPT FOR A REFUND.

ORDER HOTLINE

7 SINGLE
asione
|DOUBLE
i by
(3 WIDE
¥ 'WORKSTATION
4
|
: — i) As00/600 RAM BOARDS
i
¢ i
INC. DISK LABELS | oagés cobe: wso - SALES@WIZARD-D.DEMON.CO.UK|
POz £19.99 w ORDER FORM
& | Product Code & Descrption Price
BT o 74 0
ApPROVED) Q | S
PRICES & TR DY s j
] FROM | i
€90, [ R399 2899 | sooene
- i —
TORNADO 14.4K | 290,99 A500 | £29.95, e
RAARD 14 i
KNS | 12050 [F4A600 | <29 5o Post Code
DO 78I | 199,05 e e
x::;:"z;.u JYR600 s | £39 90 | cheaues suoun oe wane paraaie 1o |
ot X £229.90 WITH Q0K | ot WIZARD DEVELOPMENTS.

1F FOR ANY REASON YOU ARE NOT 100% SATISFIRD|
WITH YOUR PURCHASE, YOU CAN RETURN THE |




8 Boih the Plextor and NEC drives use
Gaddes. | think they are a pain but they do

D-ROM is not exactly
ing SCS| 1 to s limits.

ISTRUCTIVE

The manual that comes with the Plextor

need to know is how to change the
GSI D number.

§ Another featire the Plextor drive has is
itis possible 0 put it into audio'CD-

Having said that, the CD door on the
fEC can be locked open. This might

sound a really trivial
point, but when you are
finging CDs in and out of

oid inserting the caddy.
In practice, there seemed 1o be very i

Aminet Search. It is also difficult to spot
the speed increase of the NEC when
doing directory listings and animation
replays.

At the end of the day, whether you
choose the NEC or Plextor will come down
to how much you are wiling to spend.

There is a very noticeable difference
between using a quad-speed over a dual-

speed CD-ROM, but whether the extra 70
pounds for the NEC compared to the
Plextor is worth it is something you w
have to decide.

Speed statistics

For all you stat freaks, a e selection of speed comparisons:

Drive Sysinfo  Copy File AminetSearch
AwaaCD300 305k 288 secs 50 secs
Plextor PXdox 610k 16,6 secs 38 secs
NEC 6Xi 910k 126 secs 415008

[Revicw |l

Intemal tombustion

Teil Mohr tatses two of the
latest [0-ROMS for a spin

SYSTEM ESSENTIALS

RED - Essentisl _BLACK = Recommended

bottom line

Product: Plextor PX43cx
Supplier: First Computer Centre
Price: 239.99
Phone: 0113 2319444

E-Mail

sales @firstcom.demon.co.uk

Ease of use
Implementation
Value for money.
Overall ___

N~

Product: NEC 6Xi
Supplier: First Computer Centre
rice: 312.99
Phone: 0113 2319444
E-Mail:
sales @firstcom.demon.co.uk
Ease of use
Implementation

Value formoney_
Overal

Noo~
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il HARDWARE |

n Alwa's reputation for top-quality
equipment such as their latest CD-ROM
ik s et 8 Bk Crip hwrd
last month,
their mid-price
SR
mpact, are stylish in design and
are siim, fit nicely by the
side of your monitor without taking up

100 much space, on

are situated at the lnp and as well as the
usual power buton, here s a Surround
conirol wieh, i thear, gves you mors

S Gl try
testd t i acusly aherthe sound a
great deal

From um small speakers you do
quite a powerful sound, although bass
e o0 s scvcen ok Yo wo
and unfortunately, although it claims
Dynamic Super Linear Bass', it stil
sounds fairly tinny.

AL this price the il feels like a

sturdy system, and if you're not

100 fussy about deep bass sounds then
the Aiwa provides value for money.

Product: Aiwa SC-C55
FEs s

Supplier: Aiwa
Tel: 0181-897 7000
Sound quali
Eeafuies oo -
Build quality
Ove

OCTOBER 1995

SOnY SRS-PC30

Erobact the ot ualy speskers on the markel, the S

SRS-PC50 ar sinched o e sideofyour ol
although e eut s s i e placed on your deskiop.
Featuring buitin ampifiers that give a total of 5W, they are
magnetically shielded to
prevent distortion on
your monitor. The
trols are placed on the
side of the speaker so
hen mounted they
would face forward
allowing ease of use. A
bass control can be
adjusted to give deeper
sounds and the quality
overallis good.

Product: Sony SRS-PC50
rice:
Supplier: Gem
Tel: 01279 442842

Sound quality

oatures. i
Build quality
Overall




mounted which makes them easy to reach, but
because of the lightness of build you have to
have both hands free to support the speaker
while you make your adjustments. Their size
also makes them fiddly and even those with the
most nimblest of fingers are going to have
problems.

Feature wise it comes complete with an extra
output socket 1o allow it 1o be connected to
something ke a very impressive sub-wooer. A
presence dial allows you to change the amount
of treble you get but unfortunately this wasn'tall
that responsive. For this sort of price, you're

Aiwa which both feel like they should last a lot
longer and provide better value for money.

cheaper of the Yamaha set, the YST offers
iy a three Watt per channel output, but as

e seen before this is usually irespeciive of Supplier: Yamaha Kembals

jihe sound quality you get. However, in this case Tel: 01908 366700

e sound i very feeble and reflects the low

Product: Yamaha YST-M5
Price: £49

Sound quality
Design is rather questionable too. Apart from Faatiees
Haoking like an upmarket air freshener, the
speakers don't feel as if they'd survive any
fknocks or bumps. The controls are front-

cydec 2Y-Fl Pro 2

2Zydec may not have the brand image that Sony and
is arguably accounts for
tion is, can they match the

The first noticeable poisle thei strangs, and some
would say tacky, stylir h the pink and wobbly
po button .mvhm,uul like a sore thumb. However

. e considering they Il

skiop well below ear level sive controls include

bass and treble, though they are rather stif 10 uss o this fact with the unit
eight and not ve ok and feel and the Zydec begins 1o look less durable than

ad, and high volumes

thout too much distortion. The Product: 2yfl Pro2
depth and mid-range clariy is Price: £46.99

nsidering the price. The trade-off Supplier: Special Reserve
and size is less impr however. Tel: 01279 600204

ih the more compact Yamaha speake
ou're not bothered about looks and erg Sound quality
i le's face it it's not as import Features
« applications as witt Build quality
Overal

perfectly de und solution for

NoaN®

dard Amiga purpor

[ 1arowane ISR

gony (55-6100

An alkin-one set designed to fit snugly undemeath
your monitor, this uni from Sony is at the higher end

of the computer speaker market. Magnetically shiel-

ded to prevent distortion of your monitor piture and

boasting an unusual array of extras, on paper it

already looks like one of the tdiest audio solutions.

‘The Sony's large base is designed to support mon-
itors up 10 25 kg, and though it looks big when

m the box, it actually takes up less desk
space than having a couple of small speakers wired
up next 1o the computer. The only possible problem
might be that when used with big box Amigas, the
Sony will put your monitor at & neck-strining height.

In terms of sound quaity, the Sony was a strong

riormer. Of course it suffered from the same limita-
tions youd expect from cheap midi s, such as a
lck of depth 1 sound, bt 10 expoct xch mece
for under £100 would be unfair. At least the bass was
batartiel snough 1,812k oo el Boyness:
providing the bass booster was tured to ful.

A downside of having everything located neatly
beneath the monitor is that the-
to properly benefit from stereo. In faimess, though,
few computer users will be overly bothered on this
count.

“The Sony scores points for effiiency, for although
it has a low wattage, high volumes can be achieved
with distorion only occuring at the very highest out-
put— which is a lot more than can be said for many of
s rivals

Connection to the computer is made using the
standard left-right channel audio jacks, but more
unusual are the secondary set of ports hidden behind
a flap mounted on the units front. These allow for the
connection of video, a microphone and a Disoman or
Walkman. Not only is t good to have these avallable,
but the fact that users won't have o fiddle around
behind the unit too much is also a welcome feature.

mally, it has 10 bo said that paired wih the right
monitor, the Sony's smart fascia can only make your
it Iook more impressive. Strong on sound and fez
tures, this sound system s a high calibre contender,
and nly its price wil make serious users have
second thoughts about buyin ]

Product: Sony CSS-8100
Price: £85
Supplier: GEM
Tel: 01279 442842

Soundquality 8
Features_____ o
Build quality 7
Overal 8
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The Yamaha M10s are a pair of 10
watt speakers from another rep-
utable brand name which boasts
unusual and elegant styling to match
some impressively named special
features including pure spruce wood
cones and the exclusive Active
Servo Technology.

“The latter facilty is another way of
giving the bass surprising depth con-
sidering how compact this pair of
speakers actually is. Having said

Yamaha Y5T-M10 + Subwoofer

systems in the round-up fared equal-
Iy well. Front mounted controls veer
from convention sightl with a knob
to control ‘presence’ rather than tre-
ble or bass. Roughly speaing, how-
ever, this seems to perform a similar
function to the standard treble con-
trol, whereas bass didn't appear fo
be very adjustable at al.

Clarity of sound was highly com-
petitive n its class, and the inclusion
of a port to allow the connection of a
subwoofer will make them very
appealing as components of a highly
serious multimedia sound system.
‘The inclusion of jacks and adapters
make an encouraging bonus since
they allow minimal fuss connection
to be made with anything from your
Amiga to your hi-i. This is instantly
preferable to having to go through a
monitor headphone jack as is the

that, however, similarly priced

Hill Hi-Fi quality spealsers

Boasting a hefty 80 watts and priced at only £49.95, these
speakers from HIQ seemed too good to be true, but putting
them to the test we found that our cynicism wasn't in the least bit
justified.

case with some of the altematives.

The only complaint might be that
these speakers ought 10 be a bit
cheaper, and as standalone’s their

mind paying extra for Yamaha build
quaity, and when connected to the
Yamaha subwoofer this system s so
far unbeatable.

Product: Yamaha YST-M10s
Price: £69

i
Subwoofer: £116
Supplier: Yamaha Kembals
Tel: 01908 366700
Sound qu:
Features
Build quality
Overall

e

Mounted on their own stand, they are a lot bigger than the oth
ors we looked at and the space conscious may find their bulk off-
putting. Similar in size to the Primax giants, if style is an
important factor then the HIQ ones win hands down.

While the Primax speakers had sturdy top-mounted switches,
these have some rather flimsy switches situated on the front.
Although they allowed for some accurate alerations 1o be made
10 the volume, bass and treble, they did feel that any heavy
handiing might just snap the oft.

Overall though, for the user who requires a good quality sound
atavery affordable price, these come well recommended.

Product: Stereo Speakers
Pricé: £49.95 (+P&P £7.00)
Supplier: HiQ Limited
Tel: 0161-909 2092

Priman 60 watt

Competing at the lower end of the market, the 60 watt
Primax speakers still supposedly have loads more
wattage than far more expensive speakers. By nol

ver, you're probably beginning to realise that this doesn't

pair is very small and simply styled, with magnetic

shielding to prevent picture distortion if they're used in
close proximity to the monitor. Simple controls include vol-

an adaptor, that is. Sound quality is perfectly adequate

Am

a Comput

considering the price, but like its big brother it tends to
overstretch tself with distortion apparent after the volume
has been raised by just over a third of s capacity.

Stil, they will prove perfectly adequae for gamesplay-
ing and the like, and compared to rival unit’s they have a
reassuring weightiness that suggests higher than average
sturdiness. In short, theyre a low budget offering that's
worth considering.

Product: Primax 60 watt
Price: £39.99
Supplier; Primax UK
Tel: 01235 559922

Sound quality
Features
Build quality

NNoo

Over:

Primar Soundstorm
o'l Watt

abuiltin power amplifier.
controls are comprised of the
dard trablo, bass and volume but they

Product: Primax Saundsrwm 240}
Watts

Prce:£7499
Supplier: Primax UK
Tol: 01285 559922

Suunu quality

!ulld quality
Overall
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Get writing

Our firs letter this month comes
from an obvious madman who.
well, let him tell it in his own
words:

1 was prompted to wrie 10 you by
the lttie snippet you placed on
page 46 of Issue 88, namely
“GET WRITING." One single let-
ter won't exactly give you your
requested sackful, but if you print
this in its entirety, then, what with your
answers, you'll have at least a couple of
extra pages to il

Firstly, | must thank you for your excellent
magazine which | have followed carefully
and with pleasure ever since issue one. |
am so very glad (as Im sure are a good
many others) to see from your well-bal-
anced coverage that Escom are about 1o fe-
Kindle the glowing embers of our oid friend’
G=. I am sure they will help.

1 next got my itchy fingers on a 1k
Acom Atom, which was held together, as |
remermber, by much black adhesive.

“Then at last, | got my eager hands on a
WB1.2 Amiga 500 complete with ‘Hires'
1084 monitor, bought on the strength of.

of the lovey dovey sentimental-
ity though, and on to my first ever cry for
help from your good selves.
I've loved the idea of computers for as
can remember (I dreamed nightly
of ENIAC and COLOSSUS for months).

1 have the ubiquitous 1Mb 3.5° floppy.
drive (df0: Anticlick provided courtesy of
Magic Workbench. A replacement for DFf
should be on its way by the time you read
this), one 40Mb Quantum P40S SCS! hard
diive... .| have TMb ChipRAM as standard
with 2Mb FastRAM added, plus 4Mb of 32-
bit wide SuperFastRAM on an SSL AS000
68020 accelerator board....| also have an
MFM hard drive, formatted to 29Mb, on the
far side of an A2288 bridgeboard,

1 also upgraded to WB2.1 about a year
ago. In retrospect, | have found this to have
been quite a wise move, although | some-
times wish | had waited for v3.1 1o arrive,

the MFM drive now acts as my DH:,
named ‘Archive’, formatted as a single OFS
partition with the standard WB format com-
mand (Yes, | did see the warnings about
DE drive low level formatting before under-
taking the taskl). For a couple of years all
was fine.

e drive was 1o al intents and purpo-
ses dead. Finally, | checked it through with
QBTools, again without much success.

1 salvaged what was possible and again
re-formatted. All subsequent system checks
showed up as OK ~ no read/write errors

months and happy is no longer my middie
namel Each time the system fails it reports
‘a*Read/wite error on track X"

use the bay that would free up for an

50 | did

intermal CD-ROM drive. They are
obtainable quite cheaply these
days, are they not?.

On the subject of DTP, | ru
ProPage 4.0 but CacheEdit gives
me an ‘Out of memory’ error
when launched from ~the
Workbench.

perhaps | should have stuck

PPage doesnt exactly zip along does it?
Thank heaven for the Articie Editor

h how | wish | had my old Star LC10
colour printer back. Considaring ts age, it
seemed to be able 1o um s hand' o any-
thing and everything | threw at it — and |
sometimes didl

Finally, if you've read this far, thanks
for bearing with me and | look forward to a,
doubtless abridged (you're not kidding ~
ed), version of tisleter appearing.
Long live the Amiga and Amiga
Technologies GmbH! May their byles never
fallto bits

‘Simon Smaley, Lincoln

Mr Smalley, who is apparently 50 going
on 15, sent us a total of 2720 words,
accompanied by several sheets of print
iling his assigns, Workbench,
Kickstart and DOpus version numbers,
and Sysinfo printouts of the perfor-
mance of his machine in several areas.
In answer to your queries, Mr Smalley, |
oohis Foog 0 et anescs
ow, 50 pay att
s probably b e your MFM drive
is 50 old that you are having so many
problems. Your best bet would be to
ditch it as soon as possible and get a
SefhinlS i 6ca fm v i oAt
machine. I believe you should be able to
use a plnlllan for the bridgeboard,
although it might be a litle tough to set
up. You should be able to pick up a
500Mb drive for around £150 these days
and you can never have enough hard
drive space.
2. The MegaChip is good but, yes, | think
you would have problems fitting it along
with the AS000.
3. 1t's been a while since | last used
ProPage, but | thought that CacheEdit
was part of ProPage 3 and made
redundant in version 4. As you say, try
switching back to PageStream. Frank
Nord tells me the latest version is pretty
impressive.
4. Not much you can do about a print
head for a dot matrix other than replace
it unfortunately.

Lastly, thanks for your letter, t bright-
ened up the office on a dull day and |
hope you will be able to put the £50 prize
money to good use in upgrading your
machin

Amiga Computing

Your views and questions aired —
and answered by our man of —

<
§
o

letters, Ezra Surf

Helping hand |

| have just bought a second-haf

back issue of that number that |
buy?
K Stevens,

You can comlnly write in for a
we do

Alternatively, if you have a CD-RO
drive you can buy the Personal S
of programs on CD for only £39:
from our Personal Paint coverdi
offer.

Helping hand Il

1 am the proud owner of an A500+

After rearranging my hard drive fil
managed to lose the software that



PC card and it's driving me
ad rying to find the correct soft-
, 50 | was wondering if you

Julian Sorfleet,
18 Kershaw Avenue, Little
Lever, Bolton BL3 10S

lly there's a’kind reader

disappeared into the aether.

Melping hand Il

in & newcomer 1o the Amiga having

(etters please

You asked for more letters pages.
but what you don't seem to realise
is the fact that you have to write into
us. To give you a further
we will offer £50 from Adam
Phillips’ wages to the best letter
written. But please keep quiet
about it, as Adam doesn't

know.

“This is not the case. | have asks
toyou it | encounter any problems.

your example.

Musical instrument doesn’t interface

1 have spent a lot of time, effort and money trying to get a good Midi ki
fogether, oniy to find that the devioe meant to run it all i incapable of th
task by design. | don't know if any of your readers has had similar problems
with the CD32/SX-1 but | would like to make them aware that the
SOYSN CD32/SX-1 module is not compatible with MIDI interfaces and does not
come with any Workbench disks.

‘The advertisement piaced by Silica states quite categorically that the SX-1
tums the CD32 into ‘a fully functioring Amiga 1200 compaible computer.”

ed for a refund from Silica and | will get back

Yep, I've just checked Silica's ad and it does stil say that. | expect the best that
‘can be hoped for is that you get the refund and that other people can learn from

Roy Sharp, Liverpool

that back issues are available. Could
youtell me f that is stil the case and if
50 what the price would be.

AE Lott, Reading

Again, any readers who can help Mr
or Ms Lott with their problem should
write into me and I'll pass the infor-
mation on. As to the Amiga fax

rd rinted a fair while
ago and I'm afraid our back issues
don't go back that far.

My wife won't
let me

1 have recently purchased an Amiga
600 upgraded to 2Mb. My problem is
with expanding the system. | was origi-
nally planning to fit a hard drive and an
external floppy, modem and printer.
However, every time | go to the local

should buy a PC. What | would like to

know is whether this s true and if not,
what size hard drive would you recom-
mend as a minimum. Also, is the
Internet accessible to my computer and
Workbench 2

I you recommend buying an A1200,
that would unfortunately be out of
the question as my wife is already nag-
ging me about wasting money on the

00,

Andrew Brooks, Rochdale

It might have been better for you to
have bought an A1200 in the first
place, Andrew, but no you don't
need to ditch the 600 and buy a PC.
‘The minimum size for a hard drive is
whatever you can afford, but try to
get as large a drive as possible - itll
soon fill up.

Once you've got a hard drive and a
modem (preferably 14.4k or 28.8k)
you will have the minimum setup

although 1o be able to use Mosaic to
browse the World Wide Web properly
you will need Workbench 3.x.

to the launching of new machines and keeping its

'
wummamum
a5 a more sensible oplion would be o just croate
‘one and let it be the basis of al future develop-
ments. The original AS00 is a prime example of
i and even today s il a grand macine ~ |

4o Escom itnd o uly supor the Ariga

a vigorous adverising and per-

mmnnnwmwmm
something for the kids to play on?

"David O Coner,

Dinnington, South Yorkshire

We will
mmmmm»a«-p
‘over David's points one by one.

1

n—mmmandmm sol
l;u

wlm u many. prohhml as tho:

fre el
shouldn't just rush mlng- through. They
need to pay attention to bundling deals,
packaging and advertising to ensure the
A1200 and A4000T regain their place in the

3.1 think that Escom actually do need to
diversify the Amiga order to capture
the niches left for it. The A500 was a great

resources unlike Sinclair

4.We'll just have to walt and see.

Amiga Comput
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AMIGA COMPUTING ADVICE SERVICE

ALA5 is here to solve all
your embarrassing personal
Amiga problems

Final Writer woes

My situation has now reached
desperation stakes and | am in

rious danger of taking a ham-
mer to my Amiga 1200 and the HP520
thatis atached.

1 am running Final Writer 2.1, and the
problem s that | cannot print past 10.5
inches — anything after this is being
\nnoved and not carried over 10 the next

have exhausted al the options in
The program and in the Workbench
preferences.

Also, | would like 1o expand my mem-
ory via a trapdoor board. | recently
acquired a 4Mb SIMM from an old 386

ABOD kseyboard

(D Dilemmas

T 1 the near fuure | am going o upgrads o the ordof CD by adding & OO
drive to my computer. | have taken a fancy to Power Computing’s dual
drive, but have just noticed the price drop in the CD32.

| am now wondering which to buy, as | know the CD32 can be attached to the
A1200. Will the CD32 act in the same way as a CD drive? | do not want to use the
two separately for CDs and floppies, but want {o use the two as one.

I have seen some CDs that are only CD32 compatible, and also know about the
FMV option, which inclines me to buy the CD32. | will be using the CD drive for CD32
games, audio CDs, public domain, and the odd encyclopaedia. Which would give me
the greatest access to the huge worid of CD?

startup-sequence?
Andrew, Northamptonshire|

As with most things in life, which ever decision you make will involve
([ ) comoromiass.  you must have 160 pe cart CO2 compativily, ten
the only real option is to buy a CD32. You can then use something like,

the Communicatorll to allow you to access the CD32 via parnet.

Basically, you get an icon on the Workbench and can access the CD32 lik
normal device, such as a floppy or hard drive. The major down side to this s
you will only be getting around 20 to 40K a second transfer, which is not much
better than floppy access.

Your cther pton 8 0 gofor the Power Campuing ofering. That consiste of
either a dual or quad-speed CD, and the excellent Squirrel SCSI-I interface.
CD32 emulation might not be perfect, but most recent CD32 games, and hopv
fully all future releases, will be written with these CD32 emulators in mind.
Therefore, future compatibility should be much better.

The other thing you should keep in mind is that with the last option you are

getting a SCSI CD-ROM and a PCMCIA SCSH/| adapter. This means that there is
a2 good possibility that they could be used on a future Amiga, or any other com-
puter, with the right software, and the fact you have a SCS! interface means It is
other six devices onto the SCSI chain.
, however, is that you can access the CD at its maximum
ond for a dual-speed drive. That is around 15 times
faster than the Communicator II, and if you are planning to use PD discs a lot
then this could be quite an important point.

1 would go for the Power Computing system. You get a SCSI CD-ROM thal
could be used with computer with a SCS interface. The CD access
on the A1200 side is infinitely faster, and on top of all that you have got @
SCSHI interface.

When you say sound files, do you mean samples or complete modules? o
play a module, edit your user-startup file, found in the S: drawer, and add ‘Run
SNIL: <NIL: OctaMEDPlayer -Path and Module Name-', Make sure a copy of the
OctaMEDPlayer is in your C drawer, or on the path list.

f you mean a sample, do exactly the same but instead of the OctaMED playef
you will need to use a sample player.

Just one more quick question ~ how do | get OctaMED sound files to play from my

PC. Could you please tell me if it is possi-
ble to tise it in any of the current A1200
memory expansions. Finally, the button
menu utity you gave away is marvellous,
but certain programs will not run, even
though the path entered is an exact replica
of opening the program using the mouse.
Why is this?

John Cleator, Liverpool

1 would be inclined to say yor
) o ot have snouoh memery
¥ tor Final Writer to create the
entire page, but f this was the case it
would simply produce an error mes-
S o SRR v el
the margin values in the pa
o s G s e e
A4 and draw a couple of boxes, one
inside the other, in the bottom two
inches, and see how much you are

then losing. | use Final Writer with af
HPS50C and find it will allow me t
print up to 11 inches. After that the
printer cuts the rest off.

Unfortunately, the SIMM you ha
appears to be a 30-pin SIMM, 5o is
16-bit and cannot be used in any of
A1200 expansion cards.

As for your last query, many prof
grams require what is known as af
Assign to be made ~ simply just run
ning the program is not enough.

the Assign to find other files th
they require to run. Galaga, for exam
ple, uses a Music assign which poini
to the directory containing all ts musi
odule

Assigns are not very nicely impie
mented on a basic Amiga, being hid
den away and only changeable via the
shell. A program such as MCP of




Do you ha
find yourself poised o

in hand, spouting profanity

at the

a problem? Do you sometimes.
your Amiga with axe
tubborn

jour Amiga software or hard

aper, jot down your problem

h a thorough
send it off to Amiga Computing A
ia House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield
AS@acomp.do

f500 Eunansiun

I have an AS00 and would like

to know what is involved in
upgrading to O 2.04 or 3.1. |
you can buy ROM kits and that
come with fitling instructions, but
ihey easy to understand by a com-
fo novice like me? Do they need

(0 be s0 many different sorts
ot really know which one would be

Rose Hasted, Oxon

With regards to upgrading
your A500's Kickstart

¥ chip, I would suggest you
for the O 3.1 w difficult

s s depends on what revision
ur AS00 is. Basically, if your

K10 4NP,

description of your Amiga

along

ore

Amiga is no more than six-ye
e Fevitan b e
The only way to find out for sure is to
open your machine up, remove the
metal shield by carefully bending all

mother board, normally on the right-
hand side, there will the revision
number.

B stior varaion then six
you are going to have to do a bit of
§5510 Sloctrenion, and depending

10G

TECNNICAL

1200 ethernet
ii* s there an ethernst

‘adapter
. available for the A1200
which PCMCIA

slot or the parallel port? | know
wailable for the PC, but |
seen any advertised for the
Amiga. | hope o buy an A1200 when |
0 10 university and would ke 10 con-

be best to get a qualified electrician
10 do the job. If, however, you have a
revision six machine, fitting the ROM

screwdriver carefully
between the chip and the base at

ach end should do the trick - and
then replacing it with the new ROM,
making sure you place it the correct
way around. There are clear markings
on the chip and its base, so
obviou:

It is possible to use a ROM switch-
er, but why do want to? | am sure
once you use 3.1 you will wonder
how you ever managed using 1.3.
When OS 2 first appeared there was a
legitimate use for ROM switches, but
nowadays every program will run
under 0S 3.

ing a hard drive in the
future, five years ago you could not
move for Amiga 500 hard drive
sdvets Bt row A500 sl e goting
pretty thin on the ground.
Way 10.add & hard rive 1o an AS00 e
to choose any of the ones that fits
into the side expansion slot. You
should also consider getting some
extra memory, ard drive
partition uses up some memory and

if I can.
Philip Chung, Camridge
. You il bo glad o hear that

YOIk the Ay (et 6o vou
the correct network

S i ot
the card is -xmuvc at £249, It

you give White Knight Technology
a call on 01920 822321, | am sure

Appar A
ol s e
unable o get hold of him ~ Il keep

you will be stretching 1Mb to the
fimit. You can normally fit extra mem-
ory into the hard drive, but it is
something worth checking before
you buy one.

have just increased my hard drive from
40 to 350Mb and have a Megachip
[ nstaled. My problem s that on the inital start
4 | am getiing the message ‘pure bt not sef.
What s this pure bit and how do | sat t?
if switch 1o 205 and boot my system
ifing becomes very siow and jerky. | am told this
fsbecause itis still booting Workbench 1.3. How
can| get my system to detect which ROM | have
icted, nd automatialy boot the correct
| Workber
Finally, e using Pen Pal | find it very use-
i 10 use the CMD function o redirect the output
lo my hard drive, and then print later. This.
aivays worked fine, but since changing the hard
dive, every time | use it | get a blank screen and
a redirecting data message. When | then quit
Pen Pal | am left with just the blank screen and
Workbench cannat be found.
M Dennett, Somerset

Bigger, better and fass
afiean

Every aspoct of Workbench
improvement over the now decr

Normally, the pure bit error is associ-

ted with the pure protection bt of a

2 file not being set. A quick cure for

this is to simply type from a shell, ‘pro-

Sact iF? 45, Thie wi aut o the e bie of
all the programs in

Tuning the 1.3 files under Kickstart 2.08

should not make any difference to the speed

of your computer. The error message you are
getting, and the fact your computer is
running slower, is indicative of a keyboard
problem.

1t could be that when fitting the Megachip
you dislodged the keyboard connector. Does
your caps lock light flash when you boot
your computer? If it does then this definitely.
means you have a keyboard problem. Al |
can suggest is that you check the keyboard
is correctly connected and make sure none
of your keys are trapped by the computer
casing. As for your problem with CMD, are
you running Pen Pal under 1.3 or 2.05, and
which OS version of CMD are you running?
Earlier versions of Pen Pal o not run under
version 2, but it is possible to upgrade to
either the last version of Pen Pal, or the
‘much more recent Final Writer.

1 do wonder why you are still using 1.3. If
it's just to run Pen Pal then you really should
upgrade and dump all the 1.3 stuff on your
el [ e e
mber of small CLI utilties that can
el e B
then execute the correct startup-sequence.

Amiga Computing|

OCTOBER 1995
<2CTOBER 1998




~=SBW TO ORDER-
‘ Public Domain Prices Key
SachPubic Domain Dk S9p B2 Vioomrh 2+
i) Wonomren 3. o
(20] Numbnvmuw&ks
il My

“BUY 10 PD DISKS GET 1 FREEI

=S = Ahdadne X A

NEW TITLES

f20ian
o)

BACKBOAD 4 £2.99 | GRAC V1. 10




ROM SOFTWARE

| ¥ LicENcEWARE | FHANTASWAGORTA [

volume one - F1-01 to F1-100

professional backgrounds an

¥ new release - call for datel £29.99
DUE OUT EARLY SEPTEMBER  £19.99

C0-Rom Comparison Chart
Zoom tiotests_phases
Overse0u8 o Data
T | Ceaoee e - ‘ Eany o Usa UL 7
- e g s e Over 1000 Disks

[THE AMINET COLLECTION i

Outstanding Value

o
o0 Booklet

Aminet 8
| Aminet 7 August
Aminet 8 ommgs preore tias
Aminet9 5 [Pre-Order] £13.99

n NOW INCLUDES SEARCH ROUTINE_£19.99 S T e A e

o
@
e :

GET 3 CDs for £24.99




Bl PO and SHAREWARE

Your hard-up host Dave
Lusicks puts more low-priced

lovelies under scruting

ok

Internet Utilities

Programmed
et o 17 8 Sotware
Disk No. 3724 (£1 plus 50p P&P)

by: Various

Unsurprisingly given the tite, five of the
six programs on this disk will only be of
interest 1o comms’ buffs. AMITALK, for
instance, is a Unix compatible talk pro-
gram — which 1o two-thirds of the Amiga
community will mean absolutaly nothing
but should prove useful for the rest
There's also AmITCP Helper, writen by
Amiga Computing's very own Ben Vost,
and Control Panel which offers a simple
graphical interface for AmITCP functions.

AmiWatch keeps track of when your
friends or indeed enemies are logged
on 10 the net, and when their name is

g escaped some of the hottest summer
’gmbymw'mm.
. | was

OCTOBER 1995

Premier League
mem
Available from: F1 Licenceware

Disk No. Fi-mz(mfm

This is a football game with a differ-
ence; it's actually a card game. After
've selected a Premiership football

you
team to guide through a 42-game sea-
son, 18 cards are dealt out. You and

of
mo cards also brings the n.w toan
wrm stops everything being totally

and then you can see exactly what
‘oach tolephone call s costing you

listed, indicating they are on the et at
that time, you can click a button to talk
to them. Finally, GUIF is basically a
‘graphical front-end to the AMITCP Finger

However, while Comms’ fans are the
of the sixth program too, its appeal
is slightly broader. Online-o-meter tells
st of a phone call. it can either
be used by simply clicking on the cal start
‘and end buttons, or from comms software
using ARexx. It calculates the exact cost
of each call, taking into account factors
such as diffring charge zones, minimum
charges and time and cost rounding. It is
supplied with Brtish charge details for BT,
Mercury, and Nynex, 50 getting the whole
thing set up takes just a couple of min-
wes. Since this is also a useful program
for anybody who happens to have a tele-
phone near their Amiga, Id recommend
getting hold of this disk You arent
an Intemet addict

dependent on luck is that prior to
hall, the player gets a chance to
a peek at between one and six of

Magic Assistant
rogrammed by
Available from: KEW=II Software
DN 01142

Its al very well this computerised d
top lark, but doesn't everyone occasi
lly miss things like notepads, addre
books and so on? Not any more, bec:
0 the rescue in its very best underpar

Let's start with the least impressive prof
grams. TolleUnr is a resizable vect
clock, with the option 1o twiddie the rathelt
horrific default colours and suchlikel €
Siightly more useful is Megaote, a mulle ¢
Page notepad which would be a good dedl ¢

Ducks Dodgers

Programmed by: David Worswick
and Lee Martin
Available from: PD Liby
s a while since there's been a
PD platformer but
ik of gl
home here with ple
Duck h
en zappin
qun and then pi

beasties
ing them into

Take on the role of Duck Dodge
ut of those

guilty of fow piay




memory test aspect is what

h pretty enjoyable and
. Remembering where

was might be simple enough,
ive lead

ant to forget where the Full

was 5
that, in a nutshell, is Premier
The author was apparently

n-type
ler League is a v.mlhla Plul
of a game — dependable, uen-

sive and (much like Andrei

features a notepad program might
. conCalendar basically displays the

dpers: & multilo
sganea, or something
thin a str
entation is ¢ excellent
uals are atract
sn't bad eith
fharsh colision

eplay is slick and

graphic
ugh the two ha

Manchester United back wher they belong

Kanchelskis, if you happen to be
esding, Fergie) qulte Bar 1o ive

date in an Applcon. Very nice, but I'm not
quite sure what the point is ~ | expect
most people who regularly want o check
the date already have a titlebar clock
which displays it When | ran it on the 20
July | was informed that this is the
author's birthday ~ fascinating, but why?
A calculator program which runs as a

commadiy, ACalc is perfectly usable if a
It simple
Right,
because the two remaining programs are
actually pretty good. AddressBook

that's the moaning over,

impresses because of its general
simplict, and because it s Britsh it talks
about Postcodes and not Zipcodes. It can
store names, addresses and telephone
numbers, and it can search for a record
by name or address and then dial the
appropriate phone number.

Finally, the most impressive program
on the disk is Assistant, a computerised
diary with the added advantage of being
able to provide daily, weekly or monthly
pages. Again ther are no fancy features,
but the emphasis is on functionality and

Book, it should render the conventional
ther redundant.

luttnrq Plauul

Don
Auanmevmm Darden DesAgns
50)

It appears that thess days the world and
his uncle have writen Lottery prediction
programs. Fortunately for my sanity's
sake, Don Darden is keen 1o point out
that this s not a predictor but a harmiess.

MogaNote,
Icon Calondar

and TolleUhr
In action

Amiga Computing]
OCTORER 1008

PD and SHAREWARE ||_

You are the
lm»mmmummw
program, whatever its purpose, which

you consider worthy of review. Whether
it Mllhlrp-ly distributable public
‘domain, shareware or licenceware,

padded
haste. | promise Il at least look at your
work.

lease label the disk, and
include a cover letter supplying a
description of the disk contents, price

[
~and you can tlt the odds in your favour

bit of fun, being essentially two Lottery

games in one packag
“The first game is basically a straight
copy of the National Lottery. Starting
with anything up to £100, each week
You can choose numbers from as many
cards as you like and see whether you
win anything. The second game works in
reverse, 5o after you have selected
seven numbers the computer will
produce sets of six balls and if your
selacted numbers match these, you win.
“The high score table can be saved to
disk and if you aren't winning very often,
>




[ PD and SHAREWARE

UTILITY

MeP 10%

Programmed by: Alien Design
Available from: Pixel Digital PD
(21 plus 50p P&P)

First there was MultiCX, the commodity that
replaced your usual screen blanker and workbench

MCP is easily configured from

tile bar clock whik feat
as the floppy drive click stopper, the black work-
bench border, a mouse accelerator, activation of
the front screen, and so an. Now from Alien Design
comes Master Control Program, which hopefully
will prove rather less hostile to other programs than
the MCP of Disney’s Tron which presumably
inspired the name.

All of MUtiCX's most useful features are dupli-
cated here, along with plenty of newies. These
inciude AssignWedge which allows you to Assign
‘or Mount whenever those “Please insert 72 in any
drive" type requesters appear; AppChange, which

allows you to change the workbench Appicons
that some programs cause to appear; and the

MCP is brimming over with options
Zres soroantuts of tham n faok

don't have to pay a bean. And since it was actual
on last month's Amiga Computing CoverDisk]

option to change file bar message.
Not all the features on offer are useful, and indeed
I thought the animated Movewindow and
Sizewindow were awful. But the beauty of pro-
grams like MCP and MuliCX is that they can be
‘configured o st anybody's tastes.

MCP also scores because the authors have
selflessly made it Freeware rather than
‘Shareware, meaning that once you've got it you

already have MCH
les o all rases though i has o be said

could become the ultimate Workbench commodity

>
you can increase your chances by alter-
ing the number of balls in each draw.

» Leave things as they are, however, and
you've got a cost-free National Lottery
simulator which, while perhaps not
matching the real thing for excitement
will certainly be a lot kinder on the wallet.

‘ Play this for half an hour, take a look at
the money spent and money won di
plays, and you'l realise, if you haven't
sk 84 8 Loty b cora ot 2
'good bet from a gambiing point of view. A
ok herats ‘might be to buy this and
give a few quid a week to charty.

>

clas
Bash I
best
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It's worse than that,

he’s dead Jim

Trekkies and Trekkers the world over
seem eager 1o surround themselves in
anything and everything Star Trek rela-
ted. A selection of disks from OnLine PD
may therefore be of interest if you have

such an affiction,

‘The Star Trek Guide (Disks OL7A-F)
is a six-disk extravaganza which requires
a whopping 4.5Mb of hard-drive space
but contains details in AmigaGuide for-
mat of scores of episodes and all

manner of related prattie.

backdrop hands

than bearming these up.

23
g!

forgivable |
action is accompanied by suitably meaty

sound
‘These are o be further enhanced on mmmmm
nevertheless pretty impressive here and add
experience.

., but are
Wh

because the qualiy is so high. The frantic

mmmhﬁwwm:wym
‘small omission and there s plenty
‘here to keep shoot-'em-up fans occupied for a long time.

uhm Siil, that's a

The Star Trek Guide is basic
scroentuls
and Trekkers everywhere

Amiga Computing
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‘The Magic Trek Pack is a selection of
Star Trek pictures intended for use as
Workbench backdrops. The images
show spacecraft designs and while they
are hardly stunning, they beat a dull grey.
down. Finally, the
Starfleet Ships Library (Disks OL13A-C)
is a three-disk guide to, erm, Starfleet
ships. Or at least it would be, if | could
get it to work properly. Anyway, fans of
all things Trekful could do a lot worse

of toxt, but Il excito Trokkies

Find the answer
within...

17 Bi ware
1st Floor Offices, 2/8 Market Strec
Wakefield, West Yorkshire WF1 1D
Tel: 01924 366982
Fax: 01924 200943

Darden Designs
Meadow Lane, Pitstone.
Bucks LU7 9EAZ
Tel: 01296 668184

1 Licenceware
31 Wellington Road, Exeter, Devor

EX2 90U
Tel: 01392 438802
KEW=11 Software
PO Box 672, South Croydon, Surr

Tel: 0181-657 1617

OnLine PD
1 The Cloisters, Halsall Lane
Formby, Liverpool L37 3PX
Tel: 01704 834335
BBS: 01704 834583

ixel Digital PD
Stanley Dock Market, Regent Roa
Liverpool S4
Tel: 0151-259 4017
E-mail: Paul @Pixel.u-net.com

Roberta Smith DTP
190 Falloden Way, Hampstead
Garden Suburb, London NW11 6.1
Tel: 0181-455 1626



€= Commodore
We’reﬁ;l;i;lg A}niga!
Amiga 1200, CD* 4 A4000

will reappear shortly thanks to Escom. Phone for
est news, prices and availability.

N

We have available now memory expansions,
scceleatos, bard disks (SCST 1 IDE). floppy
disk drives, multi-io cards, graphics cards,
pintes(enpac, ke, e, cable, dapters,
printer and monitor sharer switches - just about

anything Amigal!!

brian fowler@cix.compulink.co.uk

Imagine a drive which is almos
which takes disks similar 0 a fl

Imagine filling this hard drive, %8
the cartridge and instantly having
Megabyes of storage available ..

S S S B
vead the data o any iy xuippel
\

casel®

Now you're thinking S; uest
(ow you're thinking SYQ oy

e
ooty &

Cornp

11 North Street, EXETER, DEVON, EX4 3QS

d
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(CD32 Expansion Modules

JAM
At tenors. FiogpsD7es Hard Drves |1 s o
Kesboard, Printer ~turn your CD32 intoa ||
real Amiga nu/r the \\ 1 A'mgl o
Great Value at £199.95 | | " co”
Phone fo deals
Squirrel ,ﬁ Call for best
pricing on
A1200 SCSI Controller. | | pidaeso or the |
Now In Stock at only £69.95 new |
| | CyberVision64
Vlab YUV or || New!!! Panasonic PD New!! |
'VLAB Motion.
Excellent value | | Combined Quad CD-ROM and 650 MB
g Rowrable Opical Drive.
digitising | | This new system from Panasonic i the first |+
8 1| inthe worldto combine a SCSI2 CD-ROM
|| " anda SCSI2 PCR drive ina single 525
Fusion Genlock | e
| LA \ For Amiga, PC and MAC |
| or Amiga, |
pCat Y 8 Il version only £58995
just£99.00 | el Vesion Alko Avabe

E——

Contact us if you want an Emplant or a new mouse of
WARP o the latest DTP softwar o  oypad for youl 02
CDR20 T cable or a CybesStorm or a CD.
full o fons or one full elclpin s R
atest AMINET CD or a CD32 keyboard adapter or a
SRl Conroiror o VLA dighscr o Flowcharing
software or anything AMIGA!!!

e casefom Miconik 63 525
iy ax;n,.. 57

M Fujitsu S28MB IDE £19000 with sotware, Join the

s e PusmsuMBSCS 17 525000 Comms revolution’
st B 1000MB SCS12  £500.00 From £189.95
Larger Drives £CALL (BT Approved)

e
et

rd Drives Fax Modeas complete

]

CS1 Controllers

-
\ %S il 16995 DKB 4091 £29995

SCSICD DRIVES
Quad Speed SONY £229.95
Nakamichi 7 CD Drive £349.95
and ot lots more

PC Task 310
PC Emulator. Run
‘Windaws on your

PEAT e o v sow
In stock atjust £37995

Can’t see whﬁl you want? Ju;l
ring (01392) 499 755 --- we have.
lots more than we can show her

[How To Orderl

By Post

e \;
elephone oursaes bt line |
oo e i |
ot e P

pert

10the addres ahove. Clearly
st your name, address,
elephone rumber and the

product(s) you requie. Prices

| 01

i
|

=

.|
Please allow seven working |
days for your cheque o cle |

Frices Gorrect A Time Of Going To Press.
'EAGE Piease Phone To Confrm Latest Prices.

(01392) 499755 E

W, cH
Al Prces Shown Incude VA'

om 995 |

Amiga NOW!
Only £79.95

SCSI Towees from £9995

Compare Our Prices! We don’t

charge extra jor Credit Cards or
Standard Delivery.

‘What You See Is What You Pay

y - Saturday 9.30am-5.30pm

392 499 755 |

Standard Delivery Is Free. No Hidden Extras.
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miga owners are used to talk. In an industy that seems
th ‘and Unsubstantated speculation, no-one
fer than they that certain promises should
n of salt.

conference to announce the Amiga's new Key role at the head"
of his gver expanding multimedia empire, IS not surprising f
't evaporate overn

1 even Escom them-

lcould the Amiga ever regaift

o thei
ye experience from long before PC owners had even
d the winning term. If any third parties wer needed

ley were the ones. But are I

s, their decision last year to md
PC development was so shocking 1o so
eonies i wa seon as  dean kel he ol
having the company that invented computer televi
back at the heim of Escom’s multimedia drive wf
understandably intense.
s reported in our August issue, the first good ne
was the plan 1o bundle Scala’s MM300 package with i
A1200s. The fact that the software Won't run on the b
machine, however, left Some commentators puzzled. “What is
point,” some said, ‘of givingjawe
t use?”




thing different than the similarly priced
nsoles it will be up against this
as. But Thurston is aware that more will

couragingly, despite their move into the PC
Scala believe the Amiga can stil lead the
10.a future of computer television. Thurston
ns: “In market areas like distributing infor-
on onto TV, which is what we're about, the
will il be the best machine. It's PAL com-
as standard, plug and play like they say
dows 95 will ‘be, and once Amiga
logies start producing the machines they'll
be the most cost-effective solution in the

fWould be fair to wonder, however, how much
8 commitment is backed up by new Amiga

developments from Scala, which currently seem
rather thin on the ground. Thurston explains that
they've only really started pushing MM400 follow-
ing the buy-out, as they've been building EXs
which expand on the current product’s function-
ality — most recently they've created drivers for
the PAR card and Sunrize Studio 16

The key to Scala’s vision of the long-term
future, however, is a mulimedia standard that will
thrive on all platforms, including the Amiga. Far
ahead of the faddish approach that some PC
developers have adopted, Scala have designed a
state-of-the-art, abject-oriented operating system
called MMOS.

“Object-oriented programming,” Thurston elab-
orates, “basically means that each function in a
program is a separate object with hooks which
allow it to link with other objects within the pro-
gram. So whereas before with a Scala product

he uision

Amiga has been promised a new multimedia future by the
at Escom, but they can’t deliver the dream alone. Gareth
ouse tallied to the third parties that will lead the way

oduct is often disappointin
8n the average fare wil know thore's a ot
néd, bland material lurking behind arty

computer rade weekly, 90 per cent of the thou-
sands of multimedia CDs that went on sale in the
US last year sold less than 100 copies. Now that
speaks volumes.

Even makers of acclaimed CD tiles are finding
it surprisingly difficult to survive, with Medio
Multimedia, the makers of the almost benchmark.
D called JFK Assassination, recently having fo
announce it was laying off 40 of its 75 employees.

Amiga Computing!
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the main menu would be a whole series of things
stuck together, now virtually every item is a sepa-
rate object. It makes it a lot more flexible, piable
and easier to add to.”

In fact, MMOS is so flexible it can grow to meet
new requirements with the minimum amount of
difficulty. Thurston gives the example of a cus-
tomer that wishes 1o incorporate Scala into an
editing sute; previously Scala would have written
an EX for it, but now the customer could be given
a development pack to create one themselves.

d news is that though MMOS was.
developed for the PC, it adapts to the AmigaDOS
environment much more readily. According to
‘Thurston, the developers one day decided to port
it back to AmigaDOS and were amazed by how
quickly they did it. “If we talk in terms of man
years to get it onto PC, it took a day to put it back

>

With so many of the CD companies being small
star-up businesses, some commentators believe
that many will be hard pushed to survive.
Which al segms o suggest tha a certain
‘amount of the CD mutimedia i not really impress-
ing the public. Dressing encyciopacdias and cook-
ery books up In hitech clothing does not neces-
make them into a new and exciing medium.
 foolish and immature to be overly
. The: i
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onto Amiga,” Thurston explained. “Which
says an awful lot for AmigaDOS as an
operating system."

“What that means for us," he conti
ued, " that cross compatibity between
Scripts will be easier, and it's highly likely
that our next generation of Amiga prod:
ucts would be based around MMOS."
Which, he went on to point out, wil fit in
very nicely with RISC Amigas that can
emulate MS DOS.

The question remains, however, of
what will give the Amiga an edge over
PCs already running the system, but
Thurston is confident. It will be superior
because it run AmigaDOS as well, and
from that there will be a whole new.
range of products that are smoother,
faster and more fufiling”

It appears, then, that creative tools
are siill the key to Scala's vision. Now
they're involved in the PG market,
however, you'd think they might move

High hopes

1f Scala can take almost sole credit for
inventing the mulimedia software environ-
ment on the Amiga, Don Gilbreath has an
equal claim on pushing the hardware in a
similar direction. Now Chief Executive of
the American-based Viscorp, the invertor
e TR

Fuuuwmg a deal struck shortly before the

Amiga technology into a new set top boy
B seeacann
advanced stage of development than
Europe. Like his numerous rivals, Gv\hveam
is hoping 1o bring video on demand,
shopping and interactive it o
the family fiving room all under the control
of a TV top unit. Unlike his competitors,
however, he thinks he can do it at an
affordable price — thanks to the Amiga.

Gilbreath explained that using Amiga

Elogant intertaces are the key to information access

ERE PR

' GG Rpossy oaying Fieactve
ell. Thurston,
Hake/a Ik Blséod by moat RO
CD-ROM
“Somebody hit upon the idea of stick-
ing a CD-ROM drive in the PC and
including a sound card, and they said
that was multimedia,” he said. “Now, if
ever there was a killer application that
was it, because it's made an awful lot of

Barry Thurston, MD of Scala UK,
s s s

technology would cut down costs thanks to
the way it used and encouraged writers to
use memory economically. “What hap-
pened was that a lot of the entertainment
writers didn' have the luxury of 16Mb main
memory like you got with a PG, he said.
In a way it forced them 1o wrte a«mrmy
fck

memory is the highest component cost in
any set top box. You look at some of the
set top offerings in this country: There
were requests for bids for machines to be
made at a certain price, but people were
that needed a cr

~ ten times what the
Amiga would need! Which, of course, just
Kkiled the whole thing”

In general, it seems the whole issue of
price could be the decisive factorin terms
of who wins the race to bring multimedia to
the masses. Outside the set top box field,
Apple Mac's Pippin is just another exam-
ple of an impressive spec machine tha's
been indefinitely delayed because they
can't deliver the goods at an affordable
level for home use.

“The lesson s clear o Gilbreath. “To be
successful the initial cost is the key. We

‘companies an awful amount of money!

But in truth it isn’t multimedia,”
continued. ‘It just means you've gof
large storage device that you of
retrieve information from and you
play sound files but - oh, by the wa
while you want to access informat
your sound is going to stop becal

jour PC can only do one thing at a ti
I think the general public on the PC.
been cheated from true multime
because of what various manufactud
have done.

Thurston does concede that the:
has certain advantages, the main o
being the quality of games from which;
his view, the PC owner gets their of

Thurston emphasised. “It's multimed
for the masses, if you like. Hopefuf
Amiga Technologies will be able
maintain that."

feel that with the Amiga we can read

trolled using icon-based menus via
remote control
Ciicking on one icon wil allow the.

well versed in interactivity,” Gilbreaf

“Scala lets us promote.



nt screen.
r computers use chunky pixel o
as fast as two colour images. By contrast

slower the more colours you use.

Pillps, the joint MD
ofSeaia's UK division

d. “Then there's a whole commu-

s previous set top expert-
s Iyp\caHy had built-in genlocks to
m very television friendly. And if

Then there’s the matter of Viscorp's
Bense to NTN, a company bearing rights
& number of key sporting events. NTN
gually transmit live action o ED and

“its a way 10 get involved with the sport-
g évent you're watching, and over the

‘whole country you could be playing with 20-
30,000 people,” Gilbreath said. “We see
that happening with a lot of different TV
shows.”

Al of which sounds impressive, but one
‘would expect that the new Amiga-based sat
top box would be a long way off n develop-
ment time. According to Gilbreath, however,
making the new product is the easy part
“Electrically, the Amiga-based product
exists but we've not deployed it yet,” h
said. “Before we can do that s about lining
up a suficient amount of roll out developers
I s e 06 T AR o o
a prob on a merging of
el

‘Gioruah s se achen tnaiiogy
flop before, including his own CD-TV, 50 he
realises having a good base product isn'
enough. “This is a very expensive business
10 be involved in,” he explained. I the bat-
o was just about technology this box would
be a very strong winner. But t comes down
o content; f you bring out a new player you
need enough supporting software on
launch.”

if anything gives the Amiga a fighting
chance, its not the hardware but the talent
that can explot it 10 the full - a fact stated
by both Scala and Viscorp. Bary Thurston
called the Scala programming team heroes
of the Amiga world. Gilbreath is equally
adamant that Amiga people are smartest in
the set top fied

“There's a base of software writers that
know AmigaDOS and know television and
entertainment,” he argues. “We know of
other computer-based companies doing
similar stuff and television is not their nor-
el el NS v

Viscorp leading the way, maybe this time
things wil be difirent,

FEATURE

Slowcoath myths

It people moan about one area in
which the Amiga has been super-

The fact that Escom have dropped
the IDE-based A4000 desktop in
favour of the SCS equipped A4000T
will also prove a big help. Barry
Thurston points to faster transfer

powerful multimedia tools indeed.

Amiga Computing
5



he start of this year, Panasonic
announced a new duak-unction
quac-speed CD-ROM drive. So
what? Well, it was a quad-speed CD-ROM
drive and — this is wher
650Mb magneto optical drive al in the
same box, but for not that much more than
a standard quad-speed drive. The adverts
started appearing and eventually we got
one 1o look at for ourselves. So is it any
?

good!

Let's start with the way it is buit. The
drive looks like any standard CD-ROM
drive from the outside with the exception of
the PD logo on the front panel. When you
‘open that panel you wil notice another it
ference. It has a tray within a tray kind of
affair, one for the PD cartridge and one for
C e R

nce between a standard CD and one of
B ce s vy it ey
thingy becomes necessary — the interior
ray moving upwards when it retracts if
isanomal GDin t

The PD cartridge itself actually shares
many of the same dimensions s a CD-
ROM caddy — which you should have
some failiarty with if you own an older
‘CO-ROM drive. However, the PD cartridge
will ot work in caddy-based CD-ROM dri-
ves which is a great shame s it would

put this drive into my alkime top
ten st of products.

SITTING PRETTY
“The drive is nice and easy to install with
jumper-based termination (rather than
fesistor packs which can be awiward to
femove and replace) and sis quite happily
in the op bay of my machine. Software
installation s certainly a lot less complicat-
d than the many isks of instalation soft-
ware for the PG and Mac inciuded in the

box would suggest.

using an Amiga with a SCSI
interface buit-in like an A3000, nothing
needs changing. However, the drive isnt
particularly happy with all controllers — it
does work on & GVP controller and also
n our A2091, but it didn' ike the A4091
SCS! If controller we use in our A4000 at
work. If you o get it working then all you
need do is load up HDToolbox, or
equivalent on your machine, and partiion

Four wheel drive

Ben Unst beefs up
his Amiga with
the new Panasonic
£l drive

side of things, using ATICDROM
is extremely simple and you can
setup the PD drive as a CD-ROM
unit with the same ease that you set up
the cartridge side of thin

How well does the drive perform?
According to Sysinfo the cartridge runs.
along at a nice steady meg a second,
although copying files to and from the
drive in DOpuS puts the fie 1o those fig-
ures. In atest | did copying roughly 10Mbs
worth of 24-bit pictures, i ook six minutes.
and 40 seconds to wiite all 10Mbs 1o the
PD drive, and just one minute and 50 sec-
onds to copy them from the PD drive back

t0 my hard drive (which, incidentally, is
rated as giving me a little over three
megabyles a second)

“This obviously means that in real worid
terms the drive only wites at about a meg
S U s

any new hard drive. As for the CD-ROM

[ompatibility
(rossroads

N s e S e o s e Pr .95
the

compatible. If it worked in

way
aatt b st ot atloni’ Sam et

read a PD cartridge in is Panasonic's own drive. It also has to be hoped that

the PD drive is going to be more compatible In the future with hard drive con-

trollers. Some of the SCSI controliers the PD drive does work with include the

Soft’s Squirrel controller, the embedded SCSI controller in

ommodore’s own A2091, and the new DataFlyer SCSI

controller for the A1200.

plus side it does
o s e st
every eleven seconds — stil not a great
speed but at least better than its write
speed. | should point ou, though, that the
speed for reads and writes does vary quite
alot and is not aways as siow as the fig-

SCS! controller

The bottom line
Product: Panasamc PD drive

Supplier: HiQ Ltd.
Tel: 0181-909 2092

impl
Value for money.

a Computing
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f_- GREY-TRONICS 7o

\E\L/

RAPID DELIVERY

SALES FREE CALL 0500 737 800
GA CD32

os Pack - Free delivery

LOWEST PRICES

BEST SERVICE

KS DISKS DISKS l'MTKAII AMI
MW +'ockass W £194.99

e
mw» 100 cap lockable box ..
£28.99 + 100 cop lockable box .
£4199 2100 oclblebon..
9 ...£51.99 + 2 x 100 lockable box....
-£76.99 +3 x 100 lockable box....

£101.99 + 4 x 100 lockable box ..Add £16.00
-£12699 + 5 x 100 lockable bo...

.99 + 10 x 100 lockable box .. Add £30.00

Prodesgones nd o proy o ALOD/AI 200
20Mb £20499  560Mb...... £23499
INTERNAL 2.5" + CABLE + SOFTWAY
BOMb2.57.... £89.99  250Mb.
170Mb 25"
210Mb 25" £17499  520Mb.
INTERNAL 3.5" + CABLE + SOFTWARE
420Mb 35°...£159.99  BAOMb...... £239.99
540Mb 3.5° . £174.99  1000Mb...." £284.99

ot Moas] oy
o o ot
P

gv:wlzng//'s:ie/w/aw
/s Pansson P

Anitek Moritor 10845
£189.99

e

As.;“’w w0 H5

TV/Monitor .£164.99

GREY-TRONICS LTD, UNIT 1015 WHITGIFT CENTRE, = i
CROYDON, SURREY CRO 1UU
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COMPUTERS
27 Watnall Road, Hucknall
Nottingham NG15 7LD.

Tel: (0115) 964-2828
FAX: (0115) 964-2898

[FFortozanscse ey
The worlds fastest 2% %
1200 is on this page..

Superfast 68040 running at 33MHz, Built
in 68882, MMU & SCSI2 controller
(3.5MB SEC). One 72 pin simm socket
Estimated speed (30+ mips).

Available

HARD DRIVES [EXTERNAL HARD DRIVES] ACCESSORIES
1200 OVERDFIVES

270M8 £199.99 The Logicd siackabie sorage
v L Ea90.98 ot ho up 1 640 ik Eaey

el
o

2900 1) a0
3o LT PGS

PRINTERS ALFA DATA PRODUCTS
OUANTON Megamouse-400dpi.....£1299
Stylus Colour nkiet printer Megamouse-3 Bution ._£14.99
oftrs photographic ke quaty Auto JMouse swicher..£12.99
170MB.....12ms.... £89.99. Sk PSP UL M lnal AT-Bs 200B1DE...... £70.98
7200PI priner drive (coated AT-Bus 2008/SCSI.....£109.99
420MB.....12ms...£129.99 paper roquicd). Bl in auto AlaPower/ASOOIDE ....£69.99

she

- offceder
1 GIG.......10ms...£259.99 Only ISP  CDROM DRIVES

Coated 7200P1 paper POWER CDROM

630MB_..~10ms_£189.99 540MB
850MB....10ms...£189.99 B5OMB
12 GIG...10ms . £289.99 12 GIG.
156 GIG...10ms . £470.99

35 Scsi.2 STUDIO 2 - PRINTER S\ IR A
270MB.....12mS... £169.99 b eqgional print studo for the A100 B8 o M P
540MB......12ms ... £199.99 Ly u o, B ‘ highect

WY S output of rate. Connect up to six other
730MB......10ms ... £249.99 »

Jour printer nc. 7200P1 on Se oonprerats
1GIG......12ms...£449.99 Epson Siyiss Colou. oot 19990

Only £49.99 Quad Speed (600KD)...£299.99
CONNER SEKOISHA SL-96
— A400 version, as above but

h quality 24 pin colour wihout PCMCIA interface (Dual
420MB.....12ms...£129.99 Priner. Scalable fonis, tractor Speed) £16998
5% CU AMIGA.

£14

540MB....12ms....£149.99 {ocd. Rated 86% CL
»

850MB.....10ms..£179.99 O
12GIG....10ms.. £259.99 |[ERCIITNCTISTIg ntorna! IDE CDROM unit for
the ande

9 pin dot matix printer. Single e
seagaTe s GO conoller. Superiast
3.5 IDE iy, £114.99 £x400 COROM. £149.99

N5 ... 12ms . £12099 MODEMS i
850MB . 10ms.. 100,99 ERITISAI IS

BABT approved FAX/Modem. e CDROM o
TSI 23 Conpie win i s, P el SGS e
Ag\f‘g;“i" 3 o son ncredtle S00Kb/Sec. tanser

3 tare.
Prics S11490 rate
Only
SAOMB.....12ms... £169.99. pry g YIET)
P it | VisaGe ATapi coROM ]
B o Caga o8 Superfast BABT approved TSN GIIEEET]

12 GIG....12ms..£649.99 Mol (Compete wih all Please request your ree news

software How product. Extermal Ouac
[ERETITEREEIEN A inpectate.......£174.99 Sosed COROM o ha e

'AS00 ALFA POWER COLIATH 200WATT PSU TG R e
o

port_(tequires o additional

£349.99

170M8. 34 Solve all your power problems  interfacin

270MB £190.99 i the Gollah, Thiss 1mes Oy £CALL
420MB £229.99 more poweril than a standard

540MB £249.99 PSU 244

If you have found a
ANl 35" IDE drives require a 25" - 35 cable only £15.00
when fitted into a ABOO/A1200. Drives come prepped,
formatied and installed with 100MB of FREE Public
Domain software. All carry a 2, 3 or 5 year warranty.

magazine, call us and
we will do our bestto

CSI2

The fastest 030 card available for the
A1200 uses a 68030RC50 running at
50Mhz. Built in MMU & SCSI2 controller
(3.5MB SEC). Two 72 pin SIMM sockets.
Price... £279.99

Awarded a 90% CU AMIGA SUPERSTAR
the 1220 combines the best
Price/Performance ratio for any Amiga
accellerator. 68020 running at 28Mhz,
integrated 68882 FPU, one 72pin SIMM
socket (1-4MB) Realtime clock.

Price... £99.99
NEW oL
The new APOLLO A4000 x
accellerator cards fit into the CPU

slot of your A4000 (A3000T). Comes in 28,
33 and 40Mhz versions, 4 x 72 pin SIMM
sockets, SCSI-2 controller.

Pric

Please call for your free information|
pack for the Apoilo range of products.
328IT MEMORY SIMMS

£129.99 16MB.....
£269.99 32MB ..

The above SIMMs are 72pin industry standard PS2 70ns.

BY POST - Please make cheques
and postal orders payable to
“Visage Computers”

working days for

HOWTO
ORDER

beat it

card orders taken from 9.30am
0pm Monday to Saturday.



B8\ omputer 20 animation has been
B o o me o 1 over e
last few years. After the eye

my
e Mmpu(ars potential throughout all

o sicon art.
this infial flux of enthusiasm in

it arists and animators from all

ol lfe are finding ways of tuming the.

B8 Corputing tougt t was tme to
iha spotight on the unsung heroines

Ques they use 1o turn the ordinary
extraordinary.

fin anim for all
5pa@s0ns

fists have an image problem.

ose work apparently shouldn't be
dod because it only appeals to a

gl and individualistic o the small
big screens.

lespite the supposed black-and

SAAB, Kilmeaden Cheddar and

program intros for
White Heat (BBC1),
Kersplat (Channel
4), Nelson Mandela
(Channel 4) and
Classic Trucks
(Channel

at Liverpool arts
school and decided that the
moving image was far more interesting.
As with many art schools, the slant was
very much on the experimental — a trad:
tion that Hodgson stil swears by today.
He had his fist introduction to comput
ers, specifically the Amiga, only a year
ago when he applied to the arts council
for funding for a short experimental ani-
mation that'l be screened as part of the
FourMations series on its completion
Since that time, the computer has

become a vital part of his animation
process. He has since produced an intro
animation for Channel Four's Classic
Trucks series (detailed below)

MENTAL GRAFFITI

Meanwhile, Hodgson continues to
work on his animation. Described as
‘mental gratfit’, using a variety of differ-
ent medias from charcoal to video, the
basic theme behind the fim is what goes
on inside someone’s head while doing
something as mundane as walking to
work. The Amiga is being used as a vital
part of the production with the now
famous PARcard taking centre stage for

EATURE I8

Four animators

After looksing at 30 animation in past

issues, Adam Phillips talkss to four 20

artists who are maksing Amiga animated art

a Computing!
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the management and playback of all
images (detailed below)

So impressed is Hodgson with the
Amiga that he's planning to produce
another film created solely on the
machine. The appeal of using the Amiga
is the speed of adding a variety of
effects: *You can turn a photographic
image into an outline image within sec-
onds. Also, the potential for the likes of
morphing is very exciting” commented
Hodgson.

‘While uses so far have been very
obvious, there's lots of stuff yet to be

>
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done. Take typography — a hundred new
typefaces can be created by morphing a
single typeface and creating subtie di-
ferences and changes. The same could
be done by morphing two pictures
together. There's an endless resource
that's just waiting to be fully explofted.”
ihermore, the price of the equi
ment compared to the likes of a Quantel
paintbox plus the hira charge of an oper
ator has proved a strong selling point o
many animators including Hodgson: Ifs
amazing that you can do so much on a
system now. It costs a fraction of the
high-end systems ~ it a crude Harry
(Quantel]
“There is a downside to all this enthu-

emphasis on style and techniques and
how realistic you can make something,
A ot of 3D stuff bores me — there's a
real lack of content usually and the con-

ceps behind the images are generally
science fiction-bas

Like any tool as well, he knows it
takes time to get used to the computer:
‘There are so many options available

(lassic Trucks

For anyone who saw the Classic
Trucks serio

Hodgson designed the vivid intro
sequence. He was helped by Dan
Arnall who works for Marjut
Rimmenen, also interviewed

here. What follows is a break

down of the intro and how the

various effects were ac

that you can yourself dis-
appearing up a biind alley and wasting
time. The good side to this, though, is
the potential for discovery as well”
Despite his
Amiga, Hodgson can never see himself
moving solely onto a computer platform.
“Personally, the future of computer
graphics is how they fit in with other
techniques — that's when things are
going to start getting really interesting.”
‘Sounds like a recipe for multimedia to

What she always
wanted

hannel 4's FourMations series
has shown some of the leading
work produced in the field of animation
and, last month, featured a program
dedicated to the computer animators,
One artist showcased was Ruth
Lingford, a one-time occupational thera-
pist turned professional animator. For
those who saw her short animation enti-
tled “What She Wants® they can hardly
have failed to notice the sometimes
shooking and sexally-oriented content,
Lingford's uncompromising style has
won her acclaim and work on an
increasingly large scale. Her love for
animation didn't blossom during her
teen years though — while she studied
on an art foundation course after leaving
school, her career before animation was
dealing with mentally il old people as an
occupational therapist. One day, she
realised she was simply running out of
care — with a husband and two children
10 look out for in the evening on top of
the already stressful day job, Lingford

Hodgson took the shape of the fender

truck.

perspective.

eI s dane sk removed he uing smasr and
Britliance. smooth options.

decided that an alternative and perma-
nent career move was needed.

With the financial support of her
husband, she undertook a
Fine Art degree course at
Middlesex Polytechnic in

R came
across  animation
quite by accident in
the course syllabus.
ne of those
life experiences — |
knew what | wanted
to do when | grew
up. With animation,
you can make things
do whatever you want.
There are no restrictions”
enthuses Lingford.

Because of her animation work, she
was accepted into the prestigious Royal
College of Art to do an MA in animation
and in 1992, graduated. While there,

Computing
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she had spent some of her time usi
the high-end Macs and software to c

the more costly mef
ods of traditions
animation.
In 1988, an Ami
2 500 was bought f
the children to do

impressed initially by it
primitive look and design. O
experimenting further, though, sh
realised the Amiga system did off
enough to make creating animation

home a viable proposition. The nexf



white stencil s placed over.
i St i SR
e sign. o han s i, using pencil
outlines of key objects in the scene as
passing impressions - as if we don't
roally take any notice of what we see

unless focusing directly on to t. Once
done, the frame Is recorded by the...

In this scene, we see the waiker look-
oy et chomene i
turn into » bizarre

animatod scens.

Animate!

lAnyone interested in possible funding for their animation should contact the Arts
{Counci. Focusing on innovation in animation, Animate! was set-up six years ago by
ihe council, with support from Channel 4 1o fund artists producing risk-taking work.
{Curently there are 30 projects either underway or finished, and six of those involve
digial technology ~ three specifically the Amiga

For further information, contact Gary Thomas, the assistant fim and video officer on
0171333 0100 ext. 410.

pWas 1o apply to the Arts Council for  received won her a place at the

Museum of the Moving Image as an ani-

mator in residence. Akin to being put

under a microscope, Lingford sat in a

room working all day while the public

walched in from the other side of pane
of glass.

The bonus to the experience though

it She Wants (detailed below) was ~ was a proper commission with real

e money and development time to work

d.
The attention the finished piece  on her up-and-coming project, Death
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and The Mother, an adaptation of a
lesser-known Hans ~ Christian
Anderson story. In fact, Channel 4
liked her storyboard so much that
production begins in September with a
budget in the £40,000 area.

Her other work shows the diversity
available to animators. From
producing short animated sequences
for the CD-ROM version of the
best-selling Griffin and Sabine trilogy
now being produced by Peter
Gabriel's Real World multimedia
company, to a 20 minute training
animation on how to deal with the
problems of glue sniffing, her work
is varied but boasts her own individual
style. In the meantime, she
has upgraded to a 4000 and the

With a healthy portfolo of animation
tucked into one video cassette, she

computer animation as an ideal
media: “What's happening now is very
exciting. Back in the old days, we
were all terribly scomful of computers.
People at college now find they cai
what they want with computers and
aren't having their work affected by
clumsy technology.”

FUTURE THOUGHTS

As for the future, Lingford is equally
optimistic: “Anyone will be able to
animate — | don't find that thought
threatening. At the end of the day, its
all about the idea behind the
animation not the technique, and com:
putars offr an ideal plaiom to gat
star

o st believes, though, that peo
ple must learn the fundamentals of
animation creation to give them the
necessary knowledge to make a solid
start. Her advice for budding anima-
tors is simple: “Id just use DP4/5 and
draw using the light box. Draw the
movement first to get a feel of what
animation is all about. The look can
come later.”

She also sees computers as offer-
ing an excellent way of learning the
ropes. In between her animation work
she has been teaching at the
University of Humberside and some
days at the National Film and
Television School.

“With something like walk cycles,
you're always going to get it wrong to
begin with. It requires lots of practise
and | noticed while teaching that stu-
dents have a tendency to be very
precious when drawing with pencil and
paper” Lingford explains.

I takes them a long time s they

walk cycle that doesn't work. With a
computer, the investment required fo
produce a result s 50 Slight that you're
not as precious and can rattle off
example after exampl. It's a very
good learing tool."

>
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What She Wants

o her first animation, Lingford wanted a chal-
lenging subject matter. The theme behind

What She Wants is twofold. Firsty, she warted

1o create an erotic animation — there has always
been a school of thought that believes its impossi-
ble to create such a thing because animation
doesn' allow the viewer to become full involved
with the animated characters. Secondly, it was

reaction against the apparent increase in sexually-
telated material in the media ~ she felt as if she
was being told that everyone should be having sex

seemed that sexually was being manipulated o
make us bigger and better consumers.”
With this double-edged sword in hand, What She

Wants took nine months to fully complete and:
proves to be an animation that doesn't pull any;
punches. Her main process was 1o put a series o
‘seemingly unrelated images together and come up
wit connections — she feels the
project was successful on the whole. What follows!
is a breakdown of the two main processes featured
in the anim.

Black and white sections

Each image in this section was .. and Lingford . woman. Lingford didn't want to The arm and body of th
copied from a painting by drowin the ot
Delacrolx. The process is simple - rolovant changes and hoad.

atso, simply similar
crestedusingtheunbrokenand into...

broken line option

[olour sections

The starting point was. Lingford then

Finaty, she would add colour
ond rosult 1 and o over the biack lines
two frames and W successiul,

fechiy: Theimage wn i the; oror
drawn up using the drow in the next d an uneven
thick biack line. .

drow them in ‘and more hand-drawn effect

Ruth Lingford:
with

4 proviow o and-coming Death ar
Mother, Lingores Channel ¢ anded animation i
sresentynpr-production. The ieu!syle

ry

Lingtord i currontly som
verion ol e e st i ana s..m. witoay
Sing rsduced b Pte Gy Ren o
ampany - .mymw..:,, S ..u. won't be ——
.u.ln:. on the n its. in Spring - nu. the un- l-n by m' =nnv-e: "
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fimminen and son

) 7o away in a London terrace house on
QU 1 o oo is an Amiga 4000 and Sikcon

‘engineers not the creatives due 1o the inaccessi-
iy of e herdvare and sofvare” commenied

Aimminer
&nsequenny she didn' retum to the comput
et scene for another 20 years. In the meanime,

rd. The machine is currently being used
janother Channel 4 Four Mations anim in con-

Star of the show though, yet again, is the
[PARcard. While shooting the live footage at

ped her puppet skills as well - while shooting
scene, Rimminen needed to fim a

very tactile which is unusual for a
. onab\es me to use my puppet skills
bindhelp in the process” she commented.

iton, Rimminen is obviously a true enthusi-

e for the Amiga in the animation sector is
gllnt.

Many Happy Returns

A theme-heavy animation portraying how the.
present is both formed from the past and the
future ~ because of our experiences and
hopes, there's no such thing as objecive real-
ity. The anim explores this with a mixture of
computer and five action.

T Ty e——

plans and then ware sub:
[ e p———

Other worls

< o Pl was ned o distort he e
inte o amparc imape: The
{ace were skeiched on with eiiance by
it arit Jaok somt

Inthe background, bombe can e seen
dropping - this effect s .
simply shooting a book ..,.w‘...
while tlting the camera down. The.
Houses of Pariament were composited
over the fop and eda blurred to
Saom feike, The broadcastors ware
taken from the video recorder a

pleked e s om aivirih S o
Y en tom o th atin

image proc
option s Adere and bctirame
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tlast! Amiga net surfers have a
graphical world wide web brow-
ser that is capable of dealing

18 was launched

B unsuspecing pusic n he sary

of duly and has a revamped GUI with
s bouncing ball progress animation
better than the puising radio button
spinning clock hand) and Netscape-
igadgets for progress through the
included in his latest

Bis actually less than that of its
cessor
way AMosaic now supports forms
seem slightly clunky, but | would

stration form for HotWired, The

window then reappears with the
in place, voilal
you leave a forms page, exactly

X up is a related bit of software,
d Ozcers AMHoliist. This now also

sub-menus by ciicking on the ‘move'

Don't forget
the mul

grams | have talked about
the screenshots always look so groovy, but i

e s

IHYERNET

The st vrson of Alense and

‘and groovy on a 1024768 scroen

let nouelties

button and then clicking where you want

entry. No more shuffing through an
‘endiess hotist trying 1o find the page you
want — stuff them all inside descriptively
named sub-menus and all your cares
simply fy away.

Well, perhaps not, but | do recommend
using AMHotiist v2 instead of the hotist in
AMosaic iself because it is much nicer to
use and can have a lot more entries visi-
ble at one time. Of course, if you are hav-
ing 10 use AMosaic on a native Amiga
screen, you might not have enough room
o display them both and stil have ade-
quate room for the main AMosaic window.

VERSION UPGRADE
Ly, there s  now varsionof the
videoconferencing tool avail-
b onthe vt 41 H ki,
ACUSeeMe was at version 201, but |
know that version 2.02 at least will be
available by the time you read this
CUSeeMe s a standard for Internet video
conferencing which gives you ‘realtime’
video and audio communications with

network, but defintely leaves a lite to be
desired over a telephone line.

Because the Amiga doesn't have a
camera or mike as easy system add-ons,
quire Magic User Interface ~ MUI
also

the programs somewhat. Ever since AMosaic was
sh against MUI slating ts size and s

ogrammers of AMosaic and Mr
taken much longer by ne

problem wha

A retort that whas they created would
inly wouldn't look as good.

s rarely crashed my machine,

and provides a very good-looking
imig

numerous programs on my machine that require it. With A

sple shouid give MU a broak

July issue, there

Ben Upst lookss at the latest
gizmos available for net users

cie

ACUSeeme will probably only appeal to
lurkers because you have no way of
replying to anything that is said or done at
the other end of the link. This version
actually interprets the reflector lst that it
‘comes with 50 you no longer have to type
the addresses of the reflectors into a text
‘gadget, you can simply select them from
ascroling s,

Reflectors are sites that carry
CUSeeMe traffic, be it solely audio or
both audio and video, and behave some-
what like IRC servers in that they act as
central gathering points for people to call
into. ACUSeeMe is also written by the
proific Mr Ozceri who seems to have no
end 1o his talents. Prca

SYSTE ESSETT
JH@

WUl ATGeard AGA Kickstart

The bottom line

AMHotList2_00.Iha 16k
fip/sre.doc.ic.ac.uk/amineticommnet

‘acuseeme2_01.ha 64k
fip/fsre.doc.ic.ac. uk/amineticommAicp.

AMosaic1dbeta_AmiTcp.lha 146k
tip:/www.omnipresence.com/amosaic/




reaTune |

ot 50 long ago, the Amiga
games market was awash
with high-quality, innovative

titles that sold in abundance. But after
the collapse of Gommodore, software
companies unsurprisingly became very
cautious when it came 1o releasing
Amiga games. Some, after years of
supporting the machine, were only too
ready to abandon it and desert to the
PC camp, others t0ok a toe-dipping
policy, releasing a couple of tities or
even worse ~ second-rate PG port-
overs while many titles were ‘put on

But now, the latest news from Escom
is that the Amiga is going back into pro-
duction and an A1200 is promised for
September, But with a higher than
expected RRP announced at £399, a
Iot of peaple are going to take a fair
amount of convincing that developing
for the Amiga is once again going 1o be
a viable option.

And, not only have Escom gat their
work cut out for them in this respect,
but the vicious circle of developers not
making the games uniil retailers stock
them, and retailers not making shelf
space available untl they see wide-
spread commitment, must be broken

GENERAL CONSENSUS

Amiga Computing talked to key
industry sources to get the general
opinion about the future of the Amiga
games market and what they'd like to
see from Amiga Technologies.

The Amiga has always been the
cheap, yet quality home computer that
not only could you buy the latest
games for, but you could also create
music on, compile a database and
write a letter. The PC has always been
priced over three times as much as the
Amiga. The consoles, while available
for the same price, were merely toys
that could do no more than play
games. But after a year off the market
has it stll ot what it takes?

stands, the Amiga still has

‘There has been a lot of speculation about what the new Amigas.

price of the new A1200, and at £399, it's a lot more than every-
one was hoping for.

Marcus Dyson, Team 17: “A1200 with an 030, 4Mb RAM (2
fast, 2chip) and a 120Mb hard drive for £299. This may sound a
little unrealistic, but PC's are now so well specified and so
cheap that Amiga has to really offer good value for money.

Andy Jolly, Binary Emotions: “The A1200 has o be around
the £200 price range.

Michael Crook, Guildhall: “If the A1200 can re-enter the mar-
ket at £349.99 or less they will immediately grab a healthy
chunk of consumer spend this Chri

on Reynolds, Inter-mediates: "I would like to see a
cheap (sub-£200) A1200 in the marketplace, to kicksiart nforest
in the Amiga

Amiga Computing
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many strengths which the supportive
software developers are only 100 keen
to point out. A strong and loyal user
base already exists and Escom need to
cultivate this. As Chris Warrender from

Grandslam points out: “Escom must lis-
ten to the users, both past and present,
and give them what they want in rela-
tion 1o the machine rather than telling
them what they need. They have a
ready-made installed base to start from
~ they should not ignore these users,
but should foster the relationship
between user and developer and this
base will, undoubtedly increase.”

users have proved them-
selves extremely loyal, especially with

novice 1o use.

AMIGA

great thing about the Amiga was
taught a whole generation of g
players the fun of graphics, musig
ing and coding." Dyson also poi
the Amiga being a user-fri
machine that is easy, even i

“The Amiga comes out of a bo
i ready to run in seconds. No tiref

superior to Windows ‘95, which
being steeped in praise becaus




There s a worrying trend in the Amiga games

markset with fewer titles being released. lina
Hatsett investigates whether anything has

thanged now Escom have unveiled their plans

s have had 1o tolerate Windows
o 30 0ng

llean Software’s Lisa Tunnah

“The PC has a habit of doing
scary things when you least

at some of the bad-quality games being
released that are giving the machine a
d name. Jolly believes: *I think
Amiga owners are fed up with paying
out for poor quality software and are
only willng to buy quality. For instance,
Skidmarks 2 sold twice the number of
the top console games in its first
month.”
However, distribution always
plays a crucial part and if the
retailers aren't convinced,
n the software com-
panies’ hard work will
9o down the drain.
Vulcan  Software
have found a way
around this by dis-
tributing their games

decided to distribute our
own products for several
reasons. One is the declining
confidence in Amiga prod-
ucts at wholesale and
retail

score. A triple A tile on the Amiga
il sel in abundance, and some

fact so we simply adapted.
Neil Boote, Head of Non-
Music Product at Virgin
Our Price, defended the
retailers by saying
Virgin Retail is commit-
ted to all games formats.

and as such, we stock @
Amiga products in the ) N\

strong format three years ago and
recently had a very successful
Christmas in 1994. Demand has dimin-
ished since then, and as such we
are keeping a close eye on the
Amiga market and any develop-
ments that might affect it. We are
aware that the Amiga still has

over 1.5 million machines in

UK households, and any deci-
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Atter a mesting with
i
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sion we make will take this into consid-
ration.” ‘
i Reynolds for Special Reserve
is rather more pessimistic: “The w
demand for Amiga products is dwin- ‘
dling down to the fact that there has.
been no new hardware sales for a
year, and after a year out of the mar-
ket, L e ot e
Playstation looming, Escom are going
10 have 1o do something redll spacie
10 succeed.”
This time factor is also seen as a
major problem that Escom wil have to
overcome. A year out of the market is a
long time and in its absence the PC
has taken the major foothold in the
home computer market. Simon Jeffery,
Vice President of Marketing at Virgin
Interactive states: “Those who require
a future-proof computer for education

increased the profile of
the PC to the non-
hobbyist consumer
10 the extent that
people equate the

those two compa-
nies. This delimits
the Amiga to the
hobbyist and design
sectors, plus niche
areas like video. So pricing
has to be extremely
aggressive.”
miga is also
limited by being mainly a
European platform - the Super-
consoles will be international: “Their
problem wil be that the other platiorms
are truly international whereas the
Amiga will be very much a
British/European platform,” said
Michael Crook of Guildhall. Jeffery
believes, 0o, that the Amiga will never
be seen as a serious business

ndaceciive wil
‘continue to doy
imiga.

this area. Sixty million
PCs will be sold
this year - and
>
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>
that's conservative. Sadly, | can't envis-
age the day when

Amiga-specific apps.
nderful hobbyist machine.
's anything more will be its

A Fori i Taars o being o0
the shelves for a year, the Amiga has
also faced other problems. Piracy is
cited as one factors that has led 10 the
situation. One way around this would be
1o increase the amount of development
on CD format. As Dyson puts it: *Any
company that is developing for the
Amiga but isn't doing CD32 stuff is out
of its mind. Because CD piracy is stil
(relatively) uncommon, Amiga CD soft-
ware sells in larger amounts than the
CD32's marketshare would suggest
More Amiga owners are getting CD-
ROM drives and if companies will
release enhanced CD software, 'm con-
vinced they wil see that effort rewarded
with sales

*Personally, wih faster loading times,
less disk swaps and no need 1o take up
hard drive space with full installs, I'd
rather see all software issued on CD
only

ENHANCING
However, the CD32 in its current form
is another bone of contention. Most
games available for the CD32 have
been port-overs from the Amiga with lt-
tle or no enhancements, and the general
feeling seems to be that the machine
needs vastly enhancing and CD-specific
titles need 1o be developed ~ especially
with the imminent arrival of the Sony
Playstation. Jolly backs this up: “We
think that the CD32 in its present design
will have a hard time if it goes back into
production — unless Escom intend to
focus it on a different market, i.e. a
set-top box. They must produce an
upgraded CD32, re-styled and renamed
would be a good move, complete with a
i dei et schedule,
software developers would actu-
any et seionie Amiga itself is
wide and varied, but most seem to be in
agreement that they'd like to see
increased specs. Warrender replies: ‘|
would like to see high-capacity hard dri-
ves, built-in CD-

-ROM, cross platform
compatibility, a new high resolution
monitor to coincide with a higher stan-
dard video output, a portable version,

n.‘ﬂw.\ Sty iwnei=2

Team 17 are stilldeveloping for the Amiga
because they are ail huge Amiga fans

quality titles will til sell well

-
¥

there has been

10 new hard-
ware sles for a vear, and
after a year out of the
market, and with the Satum
and Playstation looming,
{stom are going o have o do
something really specil to
sieed
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In the pipeline

We take a look at what the software
companies have in store now that
Escom have revealed their plans.

Vulcan: “Our policy is to continue to
develop for the Amiga regardiess
of Escom’s plans. We sincerely
believe there s a strong user base out
there.” In development: ‘The Mini
Series’

ur policy on the devel-
npmen( ot the Armiga nas only been
strengthened with the Escom news.
We have always been an active sup-
portér of the Commodore range since
the early machines, and will continue
to develop titles as long as Amiga
users are siill out there to buy them."
In development: Bassjumpers CD32,
International Test ricket,
Gamer Gold, Ruffian, 7th Sword of
Mendor

Virgin Interactive: “We had an impor-
tant meeting with Escom recently, di
cussing our future Amiga development
plans. Escom have certainly assured

and a newly designed Amiga mousel”

Binary Emotions’ Andy Jolly adds to
this: “1'd like to see 2Mb FastRAM, new
32-bit blitter, fast 3D chip for polygons.
and texture mapping, 68030 25MHz
base processor, sound improvement,
and multi-player faciliies.”

Another possibility that some would
have liked to have seen is the new
Amiga put together as a complete pack-
age, much like how the PC is sold
Tunnah states: “The Amiga would bene-
fit from 6Mb of RAM as standard, with
an accelerator, CD-ROM and a large
hard drive accompanied with a monitor.
This would provide the end user with a
state-of-the-art machine which could run
the most sophisticated software.”

As with all new machines, in-house
development is very important, and

distribate their own products through mail order

us of a future for the Amiga, s0

development: Sensible Golf,
titles and Renegade's Z.

Binary Emotions: “Our plans

Syndrome, Speris Legacy 2

Team 17: “Escom’s plans haven't
lly affected Team 17's attitude o
Amiga yet. They haven't approack
us directly, we have had to appro

profitable market at present” In d
opment: Speris Legacy, Final O
Alien Breed 3D, Worms.

unless Escom have some soft
teams in-house then it could be

users] are loyal people and de
only the best”
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REVIEW

xciting! Interesting! Two words
that really can't be used to
describe filing systems on the

Amiga. However, Fourth Level
Developments have now released Ami-
FileSafe with the proud ciaim that its the
new de facto standard for the Ami

First of, a brief explanation of what a file
system is: Its a bit of software that sits in
the system and maps files onto a disk or

for the past few years but this has its faults,
including speed and fault tolerance.

1f you reset your Amiga while writing to a
disk you'll know about it when you boot
again — the disk thrashes around trying to
re-validate itself. The bad news is that
occasionally it can' sort tself out, at which
point its time to start praying that some
‘extra utiity can recover your files. This can
take an inordinate amount of time and stil

fail

AmiFileSafe's main claims are 10 never
become invalidated and also to be nipper,
‘which does sound 00 good to be true. The
first hurdle | suspected was that installation
would be a pain, but thankfully the manual
is excellent 50 people who have no experi-
ence of this sort o thing will be fine. You'l
need HDT0oIBOX to follow the manual's
instructions but RDPrep can be used to do
the same job — one should have been sup-
plied with your system. Due to the nature
of the product, your disks need to be refor-
matted after installing the new filesystem
onto them, but you'l already have a recent
backup of your data, won't you?

STILL WORKING

Once in place and with data reinsalled |
was glad 10 see that everything stil worked
and that my machine definitely booted
Jfaster. AFS's claim of improved parallel
access certainly seems to be founded and
the seemingly endless thrashing when
ToolManager and EGS bated for band-
widih has prefty much become negiigile.

“Time for the eliabiity tests — close eyes,
copy large file and resat half way through
No troubles with invalidation. Group delete
files and reset? Nowt wrong. Okay, time for
the biggie. Unplug the SCS cable while
witing data and up pops a requester say-
ing Write Error. Cancel that a fow times.
Anal Gotchal Replug the SCSI cable and
the light stars fickering again. Afler a sec-
ond or two, my 3Mb file has been copied
and the disk is valid. No data had been
lost! Unbelievable, and a possible scenario
for those with an external disk farm.

On the data security side of things, |
reckon its safe to say that this is excep-
tionally good, but maybe the real word to
describe i i bulltprool.

o speed now, AmiFileSale’s other
big claim ‘Instant Directory Listings' caims
the cover of the manual. Maybe I'm just
cynical, but | think I've heard this sort of

instant s the word to use. The fist indicar
tion of this was when | typed ‘list’ and
found that my graphics card was the

Gafe as house

Mliks Lines looks at @
fast new filing 5ystem

bottleneck in displaying the data, despite
the fact that it's a Zorro Ill 64-bit card!
Benchmarking with DiskSpeed reveals that
even on my humble A3000, 1837 directory
enries are being thrown at the system per
second. Good old FFS manages a stun-
ning 198. FFS with directory cacheing

manages 1421 but at the expense of data
ransfer speed.

Transter speed is up on FFS 100, what-
ever size file is being tested. On small
buffers the wiite speed s up by a factor of
five, yet the CPU availabilty is il at 44
per cent. Larger buffer sizes manage to
retum an increase in long with an
increase in GPU availabilty, ool Sufice to

Testing directory manipulation speed

FleCreate  116flessec  +  CPU Available: 9%
ile Open fles/sec CPU Avalable: 29%
Directory Scan 198 fles/sec: CPU Avalable: 33%
FiloDelete 344 fles/sec CPU Avaliable: 16%
SeekRead 810 seeksisec GPU Available: 12%

Testing with a 262144 byte buffer. (LONG-aligned, MEMF_FAST)

Create fle 605928 bytes/sec  CPU Available: 83%
Wiietofle 863157 bytesisec  CPU Available: 89%
cPU

Average CPU Available: 55% CPU Availabilty index: 754

Testing directory manipulation speed

File Create 163 flesisec CPU Available: 2%
File Open 283 fles/sec CPU Available: 0%
Directory Scan 1741 files/sec. CPU Available: 0%
File Delete 270 fles/sec CPU Available: 0%
Seek/Read 51 secks/sec CPU Available: 74%

Testing with a 262144 byte buffer. (LONG-aligned, MEMF_FAST)

CPU Available: 84%

CPU Available: 89%

Average CPU Available: 52% CPU Availabilty index: 714

Testing the AFS: device on a Workbench 3, 68030-based machine.

say, AFS is significantly faster than FF
paper.

pe
The greatest difference, howeve

fly up all the time, not just on small,
disks.
“The only benchmark parameter

AFS, reducing from taking three
with FFS 10 one and a half seconds!
AFS. Perhaps it was just a spurious
or a parameter that really doesn't
much difference?

MISSING FEATURES

At the moment, MultiUser users

The bottom line

Implementation.
Value for money.
Overall
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he Amiga doesn't promise to

jood quality monitor
patible with all Amiga screen

let's start looking at

categories. We may

g0 in the order | listed them
it's my article, Il do what |
). So without further ado, let's
a look a the ideal A4000T and

(-5 7y 7 |-

|5 it @ bird?

Super DTP Amiga

Unfortunately, our choice of software for the A1200
and A4000T is rather limited these days. Basically,
you can have PageStream, or there's PageStream
and if you don't like that you could always choose,
erm, PageStream. ProPage is no longer in develop-
ment, although you might be able to find a copy of it
from somewhere. As for the others, none of them
were really up to scratch apart from maybe

PageSetter, on a limited basis

We still have another bit of soft-

ware 10 get for both machines.

I'm going to start a trend that says
A1200 owners have less money to
spend than A4000T owners.
stereotype? Maybe, but | think that it
you are wiling to spend about £2000
on a machine, you're more likely to be
rolling in it than someone who only
spends £400.

So for my other piece of super software for an
A1200 I'm going to suggest that the best choice
would be Studio Il printer software and an HP Deskjet
660C for hardware. This new version of the excellent
Deskjet 500C gives very high resolution mono output
and great colour for a price that would have been
unthinkable four years ago. Combine this with the
superb output that Studio is capable of producing and
you'll have a hell of a low-end set up. To top off my

Herdware chlce | ik & CIFOM cfs Wil b

e most useful tem 1o take advantage
of the many CD-ROMs

filled with clip

it that are

of 600cpi resolution and has PostScrpt lovel 2 sup-
1“ port. What about our other piece of hardware and
Software? If | could only have two more pieces of

Amiga Computing

OCTOBER 1995

Ben Upst checkss out the —
ultimate Amiga upgrades and —
malses his own Super Amiga ——

available. As for the A400OT side of things, how about
a nice HP Laserjet 5MP? This laser printer is capable

hardware | would get a nice graphics card

probably a Picasso Il — especially as it has

recently had a reduction In price — and a

proper monitor like the Idek liyama 17
multiscan.

But | don', so my other piece
of hardware is going o be the

new Artec Colour scanner.
reviewed a couple of
months ago. This stb:
£400 scanner is an
absolute boon to the
DTPer lurking within you

bout ImageF/X 2.1 to process
those scanned images.

>
Squirrel quad-speed.
oM drive
Softws
PageStream 3, £174.95 from Emerald Creative -
0181-715 8866

Studio I, £49.95 from JAM — 01895 274449

Hardware
HP Desket 660C, £385.99 from First Computer
Centre - 0113 2319444

Squirrel quad-speed CD-ROM diive, £259 from HiSolt
01525 718181

A4000T

Software
PageStream 3, £174.95 from Emeraid Creative —
0181715 8366

ImageF/X v2.1, £249.99 (but look for special offers)
from Wizard Developments - 01322 272908

Hardware

HP Laserjet SMP, £914.99 from First Computer
Centre - 0113 2319444

Artec ColourStation, £399.99 from Gasteiner —
0181-345 5000




EATURE

Super Uideo Amiga

f there's one area in which the Amiga excels more than in graph-
ics, it is In video production. We have genlocks coming out of our
ears and video tiling packages o match. Whether they are the
high-end ke Montage 24 or cheap and cheerful iike Big Altemative
Scroller 2, the overriding message is that if you want a machine for
video use, then get an Amiga.

Our low-end Amiga is stil a powertul production ool in its own
fight, S0 what are we going to pile onto it? Both our machines are
going to need genlocks, although the A1200 does have a pretty
good composite out. On the genlock front, the choice for many a
user has long been the Rendale 8802 and variants, so that's the
Kiddie Il pick for the A12(

s for my other piece of hardware, | think it would have to be
S 8 koo o bber or a scanner, to incorporate logo's and

. into video work. So I'm going 10 go for the ProGrab.
0w bocauss trealy s roo

On the software stakes, | think that you'd have to go a long way
1o beat the feature list in Deluxe Paint V which is particularly suited
1o creating fiying logo animations but not necessariy scrolfing text.
For that | think we'l need Big Altemative Scroller 2 which s very.
simple but scrolls splendidly.

For the A4000T we're going 1o seriously beef up the spec.
Because our machine comes with a fairly good SCS hard drive,
we're really going o test it to the fimits by chucking a VLab Motion
card into the mix. The VLab Motion is probably one of the best bits
of hardware released for the Amiga this year. It can grab five video
i realtime and play it back. With the optional Toccata card you can
‘add synchronised sound 1o your animations, but that isn't all

VLab Motion also comes with a whole series of special effects
and DVES that can be applied t0 a VLab Motion sequence. The
only probler is that they can take quite a while to generate, so the
other piece of hardware | am going to choose is the CyberStorm
060 accelerator card which should ensure that even the most
‘complex of effects gets a kick up the backside speed-wise.

“This 68060-based accelerator makes sure you have the fastest
possible Amiga. and even takes the SIMMs from your motherboard
0551 e nee o by e mencry “This board should also
‘quarantee that the two programs | choose for the software side of
C i e possible.

For one of those programs | am going to choose LightWave,
possibly the best video production tool the Amiga has n its arsenal.
“The other is going to have to be Scala Mulimedia 400. This pro-
gram is suitable for video tiing, multimedia presentations, and il
manner of other things. At the price you have 1o pay for i, it ffers.
one of the best deals for software available.

Software

Deluxe Paint V, £59.95 from Emerald Creative -
0181-715 8866

Big Allemaiive Scroller 2, £49.95 from Emerald Creative
0181-715 8866

ardware

Renale el £299 from Rendale
01604 7904

ProGrab S4BT Pl
01773836781

A4000

£129.85 from Gordon Harwood —

Software
Lightwave 4, €ibc from Cybersystems ~ 01843 282150
Scala MM400 £299 from Silica Systems — 0181-309 1111

Hardware

CynurS\crm et from White Knight Technology —
01920

Vi Vit 2509 from Cybersystems — 01843 292150

=

Amiga Computing
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Super Graphics Amiga

Graphics is a bit of a toughle. There are 5o many excellent programs for creating

ate a frame grabber of some description and the ProGrab 24RT has been very.
received by everyone

Following on the heels of the Vidi range of products, the ProGrab can be used thro
either the parallel port pr PCMCIA slot. It works with all AGA screenmodes for the hig
possible quality grabs and has many builtin image processing features. It now comesl
a Plus version including S-VHS input for the same low price. | think the other piecel

hardware should probably be a CD-ROM drive again, particularly one with Photo®
access, for all those graphics CDs.
As far as software is concened, no super graphics Amiga would be complete withd
a paint package, so my nomination would be for Personal Paint. And because this AT
D-

FAOM drive, I going to plump for the Personal Suite CD-ROM which not &
contains Personal Paint, but also Personal Write and the two Personal Font Makers,
each for mono and colour fonts, along with a whole host of art and fonts.

digitised  images.

LightWave, LightWave, LightWave. We've
even had letters of complaint from people
saying we give it far 100 much coverage,
but when alls said and done, there's
nothing better for general 3D
modelling and animation
on the Amiga.

Imagine has much
nicer textures and Real
3D is extremely power.
ful, but only LightWave
gives the user a modicum

ons that are available for i, there
is a flow of new ways 0 use it
However, | hesitate to recommend it
for use with an A1200 owing 1o the
fact that it has pretty high memory
requirements and we haven't included
any memory in with our stock A1200.

| am going to choose an accelerator for
the A1200, but | don' think it would be in
the style of this artice to furish it with
more than the fairly standard four megs of
memory. So what am | going to choose
‘as my rendering package for the A12007 |
think it has to be the latest version of
Imagine which, while overshadowed by its
more famous rival, is still capable of some
stunning renders.

My other piece of software would have
to either be a paint package for creating

texture maps or a 3D object trant
But seeing that Imagine comes

‘e hardware side of things |
COROM would come i hand &
all those CDs filed with objeal



q
{6 tablt coesn't work with all software,
i going to have topick a program that

f8lvare is a toss-up. Photogenics takes
inlage of the CyberVision's ability to
g0 26-bit intuition (Workbench) screens,

586 exactly what you are doing 1o the
85 you are processing without having to
iiough the render modules required for
Becgraphics displays.

maps. On the accelerator front, s

re
e 3.x, £99.95 from Emerald
60181715 8866

30 Professional 2, £94.95 from
id Creative - 0181715 8366
re

b Accelerator, from £99.99-
.99 from Visage Computers —
9642628

€l quad-speed CD-ROM drive,
fiom HiSoft - 01525 718181

nics 1.2, £59.95 from
ora - 0181-687 0040
v
torm 060, £995 from White
2

it have any animation faciltes, unlike Pevsona\ Pain, but it does have advanced

Hardware
Squirel quad-speed CD-ROM drive,
£250 from HiSoft - 01525 718181
ProGrab 24RT Plus, £129.95 from
Gordon Harwood - 01773 836781

Software
Persondl Suie CD, £39.95 L
‘Computing - 01625 87888

Photogenics v1.2, £59.95 o
Almathera — 0181-687 0040

A4000T

CyberVision4 2Mb, £329.95 from
Gordon Harwood - 01773 836781
Wacom tablets, £469.95 - £999.95 from
White Knight Technology —

01920 822321

Softw
TVPaint 3, £349 from White Knight
Technology (check for bundies with the
Wacom tablet) - 01920 82232

ImageF/X v2.1, £249.98 (but look for
special offers) from Wizard
Developments - 01322 272908

priviege of being the cheapest decen card
forthe

Our A4000T is a pretty fast machine fo
start off with, but even it could stil do with
more processor power. So let's punch in
that CyberStorm once more and push the
envelope that bit further. Now our
LightWave renders should just fly out of
the machine, for LightWave is the software
I'm going to choose for our top-end
machine.

But | still need another bit of hardware
and software. LightWave includes several
object translation routines furnished by
Syndesis, so | think | should concentrate
on an art package. However, because fve
only got one piece of hardware left to me
it's going to have to be a native mode
graphics package, so I'm going to go for
Photogenics again. As for my ofher piece
of hardware, it might have to be a CD-
FOM as well, an interal one this time and
NEC do a nice 6-speed number.

Apollo Accelerate

FEATURE

Super Music Amiga

Music has long been an underrated aspect of the Amiga, but
the sheer number of ‘mods’ available on the Aminet attests to
the musical talents of our machines and their u: di
cussion of music equipment for an Amiga has 1o include
Octamed and a MIDI interface, let alone a sound samplef

So we'll start off by including Octamed 6 in the bundie for
both our machines and a sound sampler. For the A1200 a
Technosound Turbo 2 is in order. A venerable 8-bit sound
sampler, Technosound Turbo has been around for a while and
is probably the best-selling Amiga sound sampler outside
StereoMaster. It has buill-in effects, both for realtime manipu:
lation of sound and for the sounds you have sampled, and
operates in mono and stereo.

Octamed is also another long-running product. It was avail
able first as a shareware product but it has now evolved into a
full-blown commercial offering. At only £40 it really does rep-
resent excellent value for money and can bypass the Amiga’s
four channel limit for sound by multiplexing to offer eight, 12
or even 16 channels of sound.

Our A4000T sampler ought to be something a little more
exclusive, so we'll go for the Studio 16 package which con-
sists of a sound sampling card that can sample true 16-bi
sounds at up to and beyond CD quality. It can play b

a hard drive and offers several channels for the sound.
ther piece of hardware for both machines can by

that MIDI interface | mentioned earlier. HiSoft do a nice
one called the ProMidi Interface which comes with a Midi in,

i thru and two Midi out ports. Our other piece of software?
How about Music X 2 er to make the best use
of that Midi interface for the A1200 and Bars and Pipes
Professional for the A4000.

as a sequen

Software
Octamed 6, £40 from RBF Software — 01703 78568
Music X v2, £49.95 from Emerald Creative — 0181-715 8866

Hardware
Technosound Turbo 2, £28.99 from First Computer Centre.
01132319444
Pro MIDI Interface, £24.99 from HiSoft — 01525 718181

A4000

Software
Octamed 6, £40 from RBF Software — 01703 785680

Bars & Pipes Professional v2.5, £199.95 from Emerald Creative —
0181715 8366

Hardware
Studio 16, £999 from White Knight Technology — 01620 822321
Pro MIDI Interface, £24.99 from HiSoft — 01525 718181
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L ou've doubtiess all seen pro-

o explain how it is done.
10 say, the code used to per-
this trick is fairly minimal, but in order

a state of

section of the code at all mysterious then
I'm afraid you will have t0 dig out (or beg,
borrow, or steal) one of the above men-
tioned back issues. Failing that, you could
always treat yourself 1o a copy from our
Kissues

Immediately after the fibrary opening
section comes a set of allocation/dealloca-
tion routines controlled by a series of sub-
routine calls. This code, again, should
have a familiar ring 1o it since the
approach has been used many times in
past examples. A series of subroutine calls
are made 10 lock the Workbench screen,
get the Visualinfo data, open a window,

and attach a simple (two-tem) menu to it

the vari
a fully fledged Intuition program.
e sou for this on disk as.

r.s and it is with the overall

Mmu code that we need to start

pmumm begins by opening the

thod when just two
, it's because it's a

puting (ar
April '95 issue). If you find this

it this type of code before,
here's a brief description of how it works.
ALLOCATIONS

M resoume SR ARSI
things the program needs to set

it can be considered as truly up and mn-

ning) are coded in such a way that, provid-
ing they are successful, the address of the.
corresponding deallocation routine gets.

ted deallocation functions executed. This
method ensures that deallocation during
closedown is always performed in the
reverse order 1o that used during program

Assembling thE mdu

s just a single source file this month. As
joned earlier, its called october.s and if you
1o run it from the Workbench you'll need to
mble it to produce linkable object code (octo-
and then link this to some startup code.
ac users will probably opt for using the
artup.obj module for this purpose and the
¢ Blink command line needed in this case will

ously, you'll need to add file paths to reflect

various locations of Blink and the target files

used to doing this, aren't you?). As

o, I've included a runable version of the

nple program on disk as well, and to execute

all you need do is double-click on the
tober_testprog’ icon!
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TUTORIAL]

0} /

SOOI

Don’t worry, this isn't bad news
about (ommodore - just Paul Dueraa
on his assembly language trail.

This month he provides Intuition
newcomers with a useful window
arrangement tip

startup (for full details of this particular
trick take a look at the October ‘94 issue).
Once the program is up and running (i
all allocation routines have been success-
fully executed), control passes to an event
handiing routine. The sole job of this area.
of the code is to identify the various
oo i
asked to send the prog

itk st

Llslmg 1 constitutes the program's
event handiing code. This starts by per-
forming an exec library WaitPort() call
which puts the program to sleep until
Intuition sends us a message saying
something of interest has happer

oos the program e Ifulicnwhat sors
of events are of interest? If's all done via
the Window's tag list description — if you
ook at the tag entries in isting 2 you'l see
that a WA_IDCMP tag is being used like
this... dc.| WA_IDCMP.IDCMP_MENUPIC
KIIDCMP_CLOSEWINDOW. This tells
Intuition we want to receive notification
whenever the user activates the menu o
hits the close gadget.

Eose il e
any IDCMP (Intuition mmuni-
ol Msoags 10 iage o thame b0
specified in a window definition, Intuition
will set up the appropriate window mes-
sage ports automatically, 5o this is not
something our program has to worry
about. What we do need to identify,
however, is the address of the window's

>




|| Y

>

UserPort because this is the message
port at which Intuition IDCMP event mes-
sages will arrive. This address obviously
needs to be available to the event han-
dler and is obtained from the window
structure set up by Intuition by using the
window pointer in conjunction with a
wd_UserPort displacement lie this:

vt it

ottt e et

e

Within the event handler proper two

MENUNULL. This is important since these
events are generated whenever a
user activates the menu, but then fails to
make a selection (such events need o be
recognised in order to be safely ignored). The
The other menu option, incidentally, is just

g W ribsereen
wrkbiachy 1
VALt 300
Wiop,0

sadtool st ey

i Toon, ocn_at
wCNingfth, 100
u Laieisht, 0

ik

256
ey lnm oo
Witle
ol

indow
description

| en_cLaseiimney

Eunthandler soven.t
it
Euntiandlert a2
ode.
this month :::x::‘ MbsEaectase
s 1THE, &2
Euenthurdler?
[ =
Sethessage

@
Sethessagetn
e

e

ery ot Abtae

apil IO NENPLCE, 45

bs Gethessise
AL 6
Sathessage
Setheinge

5t Sokething

bros Gethessage

Sethessageisit i

tied 1o a dummy routine so nothing actually
happens when the menu item is selected.
“This act of tying a menu option to a ‘do
nothing’ routine in this way is actually a
very useful trick during development of fully

sections that are as yet unwiitien, and tying
such options to dummy routines allows
the event handler and overall structure of

With the preliminary program layout discussions now
safely out of the way we can deal with the real topic
of the month ~ namely, how to produce windows that
initally reside in, or can be made to collapse into, a
window’s title bar. Perhaps surprisingly, it is very
easy to do because all it takes is a few well chosen
tag list entries in the window definition

Firstly, provide a zero WA _Top value and set
WA Left 10 a value which places the ‘window’ at a
suitable position within the itle bar. Then set the
Window initial witth and height tags, WA_Width and
WA_Height, to define a window which has only a 10
pixel height (L. the height of a window ttle bar). For
instance:

el Top
el Dkett,0
Gl i,

L Kt 10

Having done that you then just amange for the real
co-ordinates of your window 1o be stored as the
‘alternate’ zoom gadget set. This involves using a

Title bar collapsed windows

WA_Zoom tag in the window definition to identity a
pointer to a set of alternate window dimensions that
will be used when the window's zoom gadget is
selected. These dimensions have to be provided as
an armay of word (16-bi) entries, 50 in the example
program you'l find this tag entry:

Wi toom, 10n_data

along with this dc.w directive which identifies the cor
responding set of alternate window co-ordinates

noon_tits 150,50,348,200

The result? The window opens initially inside the title
bar and can be expanded to normal use size by
selecting the zoom gadget. You will of course, be
able to see the effect of these statements when you
run this month's example program. To get the
reverse effect, namely initially having the window
open normally, but collapsing into the title bar when
the zoom gadget s activated, you just reverse the
original and alternate sets of window co-ordinates

OCTOBER 1995

0 get port address
ethsg,_IbsErectase

& holds exit lag

preseree registers
eir enit flag

it flag sett

Lgial. and of reutine

set the nessage

44 1t st
oy pointer o a1
oy avssige code
then send sessage back

signal to eaft rostine

check aessase clas
ore star sesate tpes

g 14 ENINLL
extract aen iten rusber
Gl be either D or 1)

set QUIT signal o exit routine

the code to be developed, even thoug
many associated routines may not yet
writ

As the corresponding real routines
become available, you just replace

straightaway that any faults that appeara
ertainly connected with the cod
tin the newly added routinel

description of the code’s operation in
chart form,

Figure I: basic program structure
in flowehart form.
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Reviewed: o
Super Street Fighter 2

Greeted with open arms - US Gold finally get
around fo releasing their long-awaited sequel

Gamer Gold Compilation

Nick Faldo's Golf, Bump ‘N Bum and

Jestike all make a joint appearance

on Grandslam's lafest CD32 package

sl Paws of Fury

Gametek's Brutal gives a new dimension fo
olence. Have you ever wondered if your

pels have @ violent streak?

Gloom

Vil @ perfect Doom copy ever appear on the Amiga? 8
Gulldhall hold the best effort yet. Anyone else?

sudgets »

1wy 0} apInb [BRUBSSa INOA

Those of you who are a bt strapped for cash
can check out four new budget releases

Features

Ty Troops

<+

Bujweb eh

=

e preview Mindscape'’s latest strategy puzzler. % /\. -
Wil it be as successful as Cannon Fodder? R

Citadel

T

Two Doom clones in one issue! Arrakkis Software K | &
fom Poland are the second guilly party

CD-ROM Games e

e give you the low-down on CD-ROM compilations.
for £20, you could pickup 500 bargain games

Center Court

Atennis game? At last, the summer is
reatly over and we've got a fennis game!




news

By Tina Hackett

Manga Books are
the

Japanese comic book
hits in papersack

E\J

eam 17 have just become one of
Lthe fist UK games companies to
estabish a presence on the World Wide
Web. Following the news last month
that Team 17 have just set up their
Ondine games division, they have now
announced their new sife which can be located
at http:/www.feam17.com/.

It contains everything from a Team 17 softogra-
phy to The Team 17 Times - a newspage contain-
ing detalls of all their forthcoming releases. It will
also have o demos page with both PC and Amiga
demos of old and new Team 17 fitles, and an FAQ
page which answers all those burning questions
people have always wanted fo ask them.

You will also be able to download hints and tips
and view a letters page which allows browsers to
e-mail them and then see the letfers on the Team
17 web pages.

Mortal Manga

ol

Saft T o W Talk coner

rIET

Hot

Team 17 are located at httpi/www.team17.com/.

No business
like show

Manga Publishing, responsible
for such fities as The X-Fies, Tank
Girland Street Fighter 2. have just
announced the release of their
new monthly comic. Morfal
Kombat. For 95p, fans of
the license wil be at
fo catch up on charac-
fer profies. fon trivia and
compefitions. This has
been fimed fo concide
im, 5o followers
of the beat-em-up
wil dso be able fo
catch the movie this
Autumn starfing Chris-
fopher Walken,

Alsc on fhe subject of

ja isthe lotest news

that |hey are launchiny
Books, with the first five fities
being. AD Police, Appleseed
Volume One. Crying Freeman
Volume One, Dirty Pair: Bio haz-
ards and Bubblegum Criss.

Manga video cips are aiso
the Iatest frend fo be used In
music videos. Following an
agreement between Manga
Emencnnmem and record com-

y TV (they who launched

Nine Inch Nal\s) one of their
American bands, KMFDM, are
using Japanese animation in

their latest video, Patiabor 1 has
been used, infercut with footage
of the band. Another musician to
use this Is Michael Jackson who
used Akira and Vampire Hunter
D In his Iatest single, Scream.
And over here, fhe Bish anima-
fion studio in Newcastie-Under-
Lyme has produced fhe comic-
book-style animation in U2's
Hold Me, Thiil Me, Kiss Me, Kil Me
video

MMATA|
YNIMBAT

business

The industry’s bl-annual

is all set fo toke place at
Grand Hall Olympia.
European Computer Tr
Show plays host to manj
exhibifors from il over
world who take the oppor
ity o show ther atest har
ware and software. T
Autumn’s event Is sef f
atfract a record number
visitors, and” exhibitors wi
clude Warner Inferactive]
21t Century and Virgin.

ECTS

The European Computer Trade.
Show is the platform for the
latest software and hardware




heap thrills

jidhall Leisure and CDS have two more
gomes fo add to their strategy war games
bu have only two ships and by careful man-

Bgement of your resources, must obiiferate

Their other is Bravo Romeo Delta, where
have fo take command of the US

Bravo Romeo Daa provides

umour mill has it that yet another Street
ghter game s in the pipelines to follow Super

mpany behind the previous fifies, but
mmw ferent toom, Gemelai. e Company
ind Frontier, Elife, and other classics have
rtaken the task and this particular edifion

C.

An Autumn release is plonned and as yet,

metek are reluctant

teveal too
fore, we can't

in-house development team, The
Bmin, ore working on a new football game.
d Total Football, it promises 10 ‘look as good
It ploys.” and features will include al-weather
biches, multi-directional scroling and_ action
e Povers con cieo foke ek ik fom 50
f ond con foke part i infemofiona! ond
b Compefiions

Vsuch it should be qife impressive with over

ic sound effects will add authenticity. Expect
felease around Autumn fime.

Play the Commander of
o s

Bug free

The good news for all
S id of Soccer

war simulation

Plane spotters |

Flight sim fans will be
pleased fo
of Thalion’s
release,

learn
latest

he ot Of appraach Trainer wom't
appIoaching GN G- ‘aers metion fame but
fleid, e ot every. e who want an
“sideq of heaven,  authentic simuiation
camittedy: o ahouic kusp aw wve ont
those who
Hios il S including accurafe ILS
Approach Charts - then his s for them
Pioting the aircraft, you wil have many differ-
ent problems fo overcome such as day and
night approaches, variable weather conditions,
and long and short approaches. The game is
 at the moment and is avalable for §29.99.

Weird things in hyperspace

Curious things are happening in Norway. This morning’s post contained a letter
from @ new Norwegian team called Borderiine Developments and screenshots
from their hopeful new offering *Atads in Hyperspace” (what *Atads actually are
is anyone's guess). It's an AGA adventure which will feature a raytraced infro and
will be available for the A1200, A4000 and CD32. At fhe moment they are consick
ering making It CD-ROM only because of ifs size. As of yet we no liftle more than
this about he new feam, but hopefully we'll bring you a full review soon

' no much about
the game at this stage - but a

Atads in Hyperspa
promises 10 be visaally
appealing




allowing hot on the heels of al the
hype surrounding fhe fim, the lafest
addifion fo the Steet Fighter fifles is
finally here for the Amiga. Called Super
Stieat Fighter 2, if features four new
players each with an additional sefting. Now you
will also find Cammy (played in the fiim by Kylie
Minogue). Dee Jay. Fel Long and T Hawk. plus ol
the old fomiiar ones. They have aiso been
improved with exira moves and new fouches
However, the fist fhing that strikes you when
you'load up fhe game is how dated it alllooks. A
few years ago this would have been quite

v PUBLISHER acceptable but now affer Mortal Kombat 2 and
Us Gold Shadow Fighter have passed, it does look ifs age.

And a very amateur infroductory animation is

DEVELOPER quife laughable. But the gameplay is what counts
In-house and this, fortunately, works well
You can sither play against the computer
TBA choosing the level of difficully, or a human oppo
nent chosen from a number of characters. Each
T R has their own sef of
6
|___HOiNsTALL ]
Yes
A1200

Blanka - uses electricity fo keep his
opponents at bay.

Chun Ui - despite being one of the
smaller fighters, this works fo her advan-
tage as she can move quicker than,
say, Zonglef.

Dhalism - the sfretchy limbs of Dhalism
allows you fo atfack your opponent
and keep out of their reach.

E Honda - uses his sumo size fo launch
his powerful weight against his fivals.

Why did thes
leave this
appalling intro in?

ter is different enough o
provide varied game- _
play. E Honda, for

example, is a large
character who relies

aglle and has light-
ening fost rec

The game can also
be dramafically alfered
by changing fhe spx
you play at. The Tuibo
opfion can be fumed up 1o high which sped
everything up - including the music - and me
you have fo think fast and move quickly fo avd
the blows from other players.

What is particularly nice about this gamel
that it supports a joypad. This works a lot
fhan using the one-button joystick as you gef

You can pull off a satistying
range of moves

Black border
iritating aftor a while




Battle of the
beat-em-ups

orfol Kombat 2 with ifs bloodithisty graph-
s or Shadow Fighter.and it does start 'c
father limp.” Mortal Kombat 2 mor
Ll
d had some fantastic and original
pecial moves.
Shadow Fighter was also a particularly
arding and addictive game, with well
ed chardcters which looked very
and detailed for this fype of action.

feparate button for either a punch or kick. You
J6an aiso use a fwo-butfon joysfick on this same
pinciple

As | mentioned before, though, the graphics
Bie very dated - such as the bland backdrops
Which don't do anything fo create atmosphere.

d what's worse Is hat they look flat and two-
Bimensional ond fhere’s been no attempt to

e them inferesting with the use of animation
Bkoy, so this may have siowed the game down
but other games manage this successfully and it
jouid certainly have made for a more polished
Boking fite.

Ancther flaw is the size and detail of the char-
cters themselves. I'm sure they've been intri-
ately designed but they're just too small oo
e any detail or, sometimes, what Is going o
operly. Huge black borders around the screen
Joon't help matters either and alhough you can
fehange the. screen mode from Pal 50 herfz fo

The many characters available
keep things varie

NTSC 60 hertz to speed things up and get rid
of some of the blackness, it never disappears
complefely.

Music and sound effects don’t really enhance
the game either, with feeble death noises and dis-
mal music. Oh, and some of the characters have
some very sfrange verbal expressions when they
launch an aftack, such as ‘Had-o-ken’ or some
ofher weird saying which does nothing fo
increase the competitive atmosphere. However,
what really let the game down was the amount of
disk swapping involved. Thankfully it is hard disk
instaliable, otherwise it would be completely
unplayable with a ridiculous six disks fo access
each fime.

After reading all this, it may sound like the
game is a complete letdown. This isn't the
Gose. st coes have auto o fow negathe
points but when it comes down fo the game-
play it works exiremely well - especially f you
a Joypad. Two-player mode works par-
ficularly well too, and there's never a situation
(uniike Rise of the Robots) where you can cor-
ner your opponent and bash them to death
with the same tedious move.
An AS00 version is also planned, although
this won't support a joypad. We'llbring you an
update on fhis in a future issue.

The static
backdrops fail

Reviewed by Tina Hackett

€ SSF 2 does
have a few
negative
points but
when it comes
down fo
gameplay

it works
extremely well
- especially if
you have a
joypad ¢




Grandslam

DEVELOPER

Grandslam/Rasputin

PRICE

4
3]
FiS

€ Nick Faldo’s Championship Golf
was released rather a long time ago
and received a highly creditable
award in most magazinese

Gold

Reviewed by Andy Maddock

Grandslom,  confaining
Jefstrike, Bump n and Nick
Faldo’s Championship Golf. A fight
smulation, racing game and a golf
game? Will it work?

Firstly, Jetstrike wos released aboyt a year ago
on the CD32 format. It was basically a fight sim
that adopted a different way of playing. Instead
of the usual cockpit view, Jefsfrike was viewed
side on - alot fke Chopiifter from many years ago
The idea is fo select an aircraft from @ huge amay
and fake it through many different selected mis-
sions. These range from faking recon photographs

the enemy’s positions fo landing on the
opposing side’s runway fo rescue some hostages.

The floppy disk version, which was released
around two years ago, was very difficult as well as
being slow and jerky. Fortunately on the CD32,
none of these problems have been resurrected

You can select from a vast amount of planes
and helicopters, and every plane you could pos-
sibly think of exists within Jetstrike. Spiffres, Falcons.
Vulcans, Bombers, and Apaches are all available
for selection. Jetstrike is well presented, has good
gameplay and packs a real chalienge. Cerfainly
a good start for a compilation. Nick Faldo’s

he Gamer Gold s a compllation cour-
I tesy of

of

(CDEF]

Chcmpmnsmp Golf was released rather o
fime ago and received a highly creditable awa
¥ o magazines. On the CD32 format, nof
has changed - w s stil one of the most playal
and realisic golf games available. The nd
instory recogisatde featias k& e cadl
Although they made an appearance on the fig
Py version, they weren't that much use.

Now though. they will gladly hurl abuse at ya
or praise your shots extremely vocally. Bil, the
ticularly sarcastic ¢

tweaking fo fron out any glitches, What makes#i
pleasure fo play Is the fact it does play like 18
goff. There are plenty of challenges and courses}

N Bum isn't that well known amol

games were in their prime, and because of
Bump N’ Bum didn’t even get a snif.

complain - not for £29.99 anyway.
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rom the fifie and the screenshots, | can
guess what il you readers are expect
ing. It looks like Doom and sounds like
Doom, but more importantly

play like Doom?
There's no escaping fhe f
at the moment is Doom... on the PC. Everyone
seems to wont fo make a close version of it on the
Amiga - it's rumoured there are many mo
come.

Some people believe Doom on fhe Amiga is
just ot possible, and | agree with them. Others
believe or hope o believe that Doom will grace
their Amiga screens soon. | feel it will never be
d on the Amiga because of the
tween the PC and the Amig
However f Escom do produce a PC that's Amiga
d then 'l have fo believe if when [ see it Uni

holding my breath.

Gioom s basically a 3D shoot-'em-up that con-
fhe most violence ever witnessed. There fs on
switch It fo efther meaty or messy. If
s soon as you fie a bulet at
ing soldlers fhey will burst into it
Jwlul mess on fhe floor

which you will have fo walk fhrough. You
quite a few soldi
floor won't remain In ffs shiny, polished state.
are basicaly thrown info a futuristic Space

that the ‘in

8

tai

PUBLISHER

Guildhall Leisure

DEVELOPER

In-house

£29.99

2

HD INSTALL

Yes

A1200

The graphics do appear very blocky
here, although, thankfully, the screen
resolution can be chang:

Reviewed by Andy Maddock

oom

Doom and Gloo

Other games following this genre are Allen
Breed 3D, Fears, Behind the Iron Gate, and
more recently Citadel from the Polish feam
Arrakis Software - previewed in this issue. Gloom
has a fair amount of competition to get through
and each one s looking excellent. Can Doom
finally be reproduced on the Amiga? From:
what we've seen of these efforts already, it's
getfing fhete. 'm beginning fo change my:
mind completely.

These two human players are staring straight af
each other. However, one of them is invisible

Hulk moze which looks remarkably like thel

scenery used in the fim Aliens, and the idea is ¢

get out - alive. This is not such an

because there are literally hundreds ¢

diers and bare chested madm

through. These and huge rok il stand in youl
fiing bullets ten times the power of yo

wvalabi

Throughout the bonuses ar

Reducing the size of the
window speeds up the
game immensely



fessential for disposing the bigger rot
fihere are plenty of options to choose from
feiore you begin the game, including a two-
Bjer spit screen where you can chase your
nent around a sealed maze with only your:
lond a gun. You can also play Gloom through
Sericl link connecting two Amiga’s fogether, so

§U con both play using a full screen
fihe Amiga 1200 has, In the past, been able fo
out some quite speedy graphics, although
gihing has fo be saciificed for this. For more

forates immensely. In G
of spiifes Is lacking and during the later level
fle amount of sprites does affect the speed.
fihere ore three main locations and in these
Bre are some sub-missions where you have to
joch the exit. There are no real missions such as
uing colleagues which is a shame because it
the game a plot and a storyline, which
Bom unfortunately hasn't gof.
s said before, the level of violenc

s quite

Fou have to be very careful when attemting
10 open one of these doors. Lots of bare
chested madmen will appear

€ as soon as
you fire a bullet
af one of the
opposing
soldiers they will
burst intfo little
bits and leave
an awful mess
on the floor 9

high. Affer shooing someone with a bullet they
won't be confent with faling 1o fhe floor and dis-
appearing, but throw themselves violently info the
air while spreading their various organs over the
wall. On occasions | have noticed that if you get
100 close to an exploding body, it will squirt spofs

of blood on fo your own face. By the end of a par
ficularly nasty level you wil find fhat your face wil
be covered in blood, partially covering the
action.

Now, the bit that you:ve all been
waiting for - the speed. Well, it
depends you see, During the game,
pressing escape will bring up an option
for you fo change the screen resolution
and size of the actual playing window. If you
choose  high screen resolution the window
size wil automatically be reduced. You can
play with a small window fo emphasise
speed, or with a full screen to emphasise
the action. They both work well 5o it's u
to you

The actual character spiifes
do appear very blocky when

i, the floor and celing
graphics can be switched off,

Although the whole idea of these
games s fo get on a par with Doom

the PC, as I've said before there’s
absolutely no way | am going to com-
pare the two. There’s no point in say-
ing ‘Ooh, if's rubblsh, it looks nothing
like Doom on the PC’ because it's not
supposed to. 'm not going o give it a
low score because it doesn't match
the PC version of Doom - | am going

to mark it purely for Gloom itself, as o
game. The graphics are the best yet
for games of this genre, Gloom is com-
pletely packed with smooth graphics,

a huge challenge and most of all

action and excitement. It's certainly

only fime will fell which
one will ise above the rest




A two-player game should provide
hallenge

he fun strategy puzzlers are usually met

with an enthusiastic response from fhe

gomes playing public, and you only

have folook ot the success of Cannon

Fodder ond fhe many Lemmings

games fo see this. So It is perhaps a little curious

fhat there hosn't been a whole host of these fitles

flooding the maket, smploying his smple bt
highly addictive concey

s M i i, bt Gomerck i

Mindscape spotfing a potential gap in the gam-

ing world, Gametek's fifle, Baidies, (previewed a

couple of months ago) is near fo release and

Mindscape are well info production of their

Previewed by Tina Hackett

Graphics promise to be
colourful and im: o

offering. Tiny Troops. Tiny Troops puts you
charge of a small army and if's down fo youl§
direct them fo do certain tasks. There are
warling factions, the Kiutes and Furfarians
have been in battie for 450 years. This has causd
serious damage 1o their planet, so rather tha
continuing o wreck their home they fravel
Earth to continue with their dispute

You are given a top-down view of the
nario, enabiing you to see exactly what s gol
n in each battie. To control the game you

can move your troops around quickly.

Objectives will vary in strategy from compk
desfruction fo rescue atfempts fo assossinaio
Armoured vehicles can also be used which
provide variety.

The finished game should feature a massive
different batties spread over a.variety of colo
fully designed levels and as well as these missio
the player will also have fo face six progressh
harder end-of-level baddies.

As you can see from the screenshots (PC =B
the Amiga version will look aimost identic
graphics opt for @ fun feel and by enlargh
everyday objects - such as fhe plugs and so o
you do a get a very appealing siyie.

Expect Tiny Troops around October,

The usual one-player mode will be avaliable b
sort of action lends itself nicely to a mul

The computer opponents learn from
Ihels miséakes, providing longevity
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he Assassins have been one of fhe
premium PD companies around,

Assassins Ultimate Games
T producing compilation after com-
pilation of excellent PD games.

Weird Science have managed to put

CD-ROM go

Supplier: Weird Science
Price: £17.99 CD32: Yes

together a CD full of games and utiities
that have previously been released before.

The floppy disk collections from 1 fo 200
are all archived on fo the CD and require
dearchiving via Workbench - although the
actual games can be run immediately fom
easy-fo-use menus. There are a bundle of
games al categorised Info sections and
fhen alphabetical order, and these range
from arcade games to card, puzzie and
quiz games,

The utiities are all packed as DM fles
which need o be dearchived on fo floppy
disks. A disk masher program is included but
the UNDMS command will stil need to side
info the C: directory on your hard drive. The
utilties are a selected bunch of audio and
graphic disks, featuring mods and anims. As

mentioned before, there are a tremendous

amount of games on the CD - archived
and otherwise. However, all of them have
previously been on Assassins floppy disks, 5o
I must advise you that if you do happen fo
own a large quantity of Assassins’ PD disks
already, | suggest you look eksewhere

99, the CD is priced quite

high but it you want qually it ooks as

though you'll have fo pay for if.

Arcade Classics

where in the world. During the ‘80s these games
vere fyng around all the best arcades in the
untry.

can guarantee that you will have
played most games on this CD, o sev-
eral versions of them are still knocking
about in a dark corner of a pub some-

Oh, how we hate advances
B oo

Frogger, Space Invaders, Defender,
Tetris, Missle Command and Pacman
are all included on this CD, along with
500 others. Each one is an actual vari-

Suppller: Epic Sftware

€D32: No

virtual arcades, £3.50 s the set price -
just for one measly go
H afonsting how the games have
advanced so much, yet classics lie
o Invaden sl have greater
playabiity and challenge than some of the
brand new games in today’s market, The best
game in the arcade had to be Frogger, a game
I'm sure you'll remember. You had to guide o

small green fiog across a very busy road and
then @ rushing siream containing floating logs.
One of the premium classics, I'm sure you'll

gree.
As this Arcade Classics CD-ROM is fhe first of
being Volume 1 - there couid be a

although it may not appeal fo the younger
gamers out there, it will certainly please the:
older among you.

Comparing foday’s market prices, £9.99 seems
ike absolutely nothing ot all. Five hun

dred games for absolutely nothing at ol

seems a real bonus fo me.




Speccy Sensation

ooking back over the last fen years - sitling
now with an Amiga 1200 with a hard drive
and a CD-ROM diive - you can finally for-

and forget. No more worries about @

Allyour old favourites that you'd gladly wait a life-
& fo load are now brought gleefully onto the CD-
M. Five hundred fifies hat wil have you reminisc
g with your fiends within minutes. The greats such
Manic Miner, Skool Daze, ATV Simulator, Saboteur
dEveryone's A Wally are il included - loading up instantly via an easy-to-use menu system.
ne problem that can be experienced when running
Spectrum games on the Amiga is that the games are
exceptionally siow. This is because of the different pro-
cessing speeds between the two machines. However
the games on this CD don't seem 1o siow down and as
said before, load In seconds
People who used 1o use the Spectrum frequently will
get the most out of this CD. ‘What's the point, though?” |
hear you say. People fend fo leave fhese CDs alone,
maybe because fheir experience with the Spectrum
wasn't @ good one. or they stil have theirs and claim that
if they want to piay the games theyl fish them out from
@ box in the corner of the attic.
Don't bother - for £14.99 you may as well save
yourself the frouble. | can guarantee you'll side
deeply info old fimes.

€ it's astonishing

]
s how the games
have advanced
Reviewed by Andy Maddock

so much, yet
Power Games P 87,00 CB%2: Yes classics like
ower Games from PD Soft is another games : Space Invaders

CD-Rom confaining Public Domain and et - ”
shareware’ games. Once again they are y Z still have greater
categorised info_ headings, such as spor, .

lon and puzzle, etc. There are more than 500 ili
Bnes il Vol 10 you infough one of fhe mos _ playability and
fendly menu systems ever, Once you've found £ £
e 1 il foke You O while 10 actualy select . challenge than
Bcause you'l find yourself looking at instructions or
ier information when you thought you'd selected | some of the
jome fsef.

iThis is because when you select a particular box, brand new

g highlight around the outside is very faint and t's difficult to see what you've selected. Although the

P claims to be compatible with the CD32. some of the games fail fo work which seems very pointiess. games in

Also, you will recognise or have heard of some of the games, but
ofhers you wil have no idea what they cre - and most of them

today’s market ¢

of outstanding qualfy - however they are reasonable none-
the-less

The menu system, as mentioned before, is very unfriendly. If
gives the game's name and a short description, along with the
creator's name. Although It may seem that a lof of time has
been spent putting this CD together, it is clearly very rough
around the edges. The unfriendly menu system together with the
exceptionally bad choice of games makes this CD only
just worth s asking price. Having said that, there isn‘t
much else knocking around for only £7.99.
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Panther shows off
one of his lower level
special moves.

ike Hollywood sequels. the software
industry will churn
game based on the same tried and
fested formula. IF's not always a bad
- after al. some sequels make
vast improvements over the originals - but there
comes a fime when repackaging the same
goods is going to leave the audience jaded.

In gaming, no genre is more repefitive in its
content than the beat-'em-up. The popularity of
its most impressive incamations has lead software.
houses fo come back for more rich picking with
games that vary litie apart from  siightly
enhanced graphics and bloodier special effects

Years affer the beat-'em-up’s birh, however
even the laziest developers have been trying fo
give their new combat games a vaguely fresh

range of bizarre characters have been wheeled
info inject new fighting spiit into the proceedings.
With robots and - streetfighters behind us,

Gametek are going for a new angle with a game
featuring cute but deadly critters as its muscle-
bound contenders. Named Brutal: Paws of Fury,
this new fifle steers away from the realistic visual
approach of Mortal Kombat In favour of more

The simple storyline bears a Far Eastern flavour
with lofs of sayings from bogus mystical teaching
padding out the fen characters’ backgrounds.
Choosing from creatures fike Kung Fu Bunny, Tai
Cheetah or Kendo Coyofe, players fight it out in
a competition o find the world's best fighter.
Graphically. Brutal is only sightly above aver
age, with reasonably well dfawn characters piay.-
ing out the action ogainst varied but unimpressive
locations. In compensation, however, the game's
contenders have been made more ively with the
addifion of characteristic gestures and moves,
Anyone who experienced the ludicrous

BANTHA

At the end of a fight this screen gives
accuracy statistics while commentary
scrolls across the bott

The Bear may be fat, but it's one of the
tougher opponents players will face

disappointment of Rise of the Robots wil knd
that beauty is only skin deep, however. What
Iy countsis whether Brutal can provide anythingl
terms of a challenge that hasn't already ba
offered by previous beat-"em-ups,

Thankfuly, the cosmetic novelty of fighil
with fury creatures is not the only differend

s their character gains in experiend
fhrough winning fights

Whereas t's possible in Mortal Kombat o U8
all the special moves immediately. this ga

instigator of the whole competition
roature armod with

h
is the Dali Liama, a c»

some devastating special



Furry but flawed

es acquiring them more challenging and sat-
jng. After defeating two opponents, players
in rank and enter a fraining session in which
have three chances fo leam a joystick
quence. If they successfully imitate it they have

spectacular  combinations.
po could do much fo give fhe beat-'em:
pihe dumbmy it traditionally lacks, thanks to the

ig-ferm rewardss it provides. Putting the fighting

‘'t match up to top seling rivals on
jame overcomes this
ations with

much to soive
mbat game a long-
e s NGhY In KBaping win
* theme.

Reviewed by Gareth Lofthouse

moves info practice is also safisfying. On earlier
levels a few simple icks will get you far - possibly
100 far - but more variety and imagination
becomes necessary on higher levels. Thankfuly,
o move is so complex that t's impossible to sting
a serles of them fogether in a fluid attack
sequence.

Of course ifs possible fo play against a friend
with different characters and alter difficulty
levels, of which there ate plenty o choose from.
and fhere are fhe usual karate sound effects
accompanying the action.

through fhe game until | aimost finished on its

/as on my first game.

"This problem can be avoided by staring the

game on a higher level to start with, because it
each of

ful advanced moves. Nevertheless, considering
how experienced most players are in this genre,
the developers should have made Brutal a
bit tougher from the outset. This is not @ damning
ciiticism, however.

What's more wanying i e foct thatthe poss-

from the long- . piayablly. Frovidng
Semetei sort s cnd o fow other minor fiavs

veve:, i el sm-up coud bs a wor
my atnon fo your game shelf.

Leon the Lion is
one of the bel

€ Brutal Paws
of Fury steers
away from the
realistic visual
approach of
Mortal Kombat
in favour of
more
humorous,
cartoon-like
charicatures ¢
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ow Wimbledon has finally packed up
and gone home - he event not the
place - | can finally come out of hid:
ing as | absolutely hate if, more than
anything in the world. Now the foot-

ball season is nderway I'm so much happier.
Whot really annoys me s fhe fact the specta-
fors can lounge in the sun with strawberries and
cream and us football fans have to stand up in
the pouring rain with @ bovril every weekl Why
don't we switch them around - footbal In the
summer, fennis in the winter. Ha, let's see how
B, many of them tum up in the freezing cold.
only to see the match rained off.
Newcomers Bifzware set out o
* change my mind complefely with
their new product Center Court,
a rival for Pro Tennis Tour which

rules, I'm sure you've ol seen

it once sometime. Center

Court isn‘t merely just a quick

. there’s a huge career
feature involved.

Basically, the idea behind a

‘career in tennis i fo enfer as many

3

money in the process. All the players are
Seeded before you begin and their seeding
will change after each tournament - depending
where they finished and how many points they
acquire
At the moment Pete Sampras is the number
one seed, but if other players win matches and
trophies they will eventually foke over the fop
spot. The most money is won by coming firstin all
1he toumaments and staying number one in the
world rankings. That way you can be sure you'll

match options. You can select anything

e
up to a four-player game here

e screen in all its glory. It actually
quite cartoony, doesn't it?

The graphics shown in the screenshos are going
1o be enhanced., as the shofs here are eorly p
fures of the action and don't really reflect o
the gameplay yet. Overall, it's all comig
fogether quite wel, ond if the graphics ca
match the gameplay then it could becoms
another winner.

be fop of the prize money league.
You can enter your own name and edif &
own personal characterisfics. f you wish fo bé
speedy player you may have fo sacrifice ¥
aceuracy o power. Al the characters ore 6§
sonably matched. only appearing disfincfive)
one of two areas. The other competitors starl
far better than you, although ofter a fe

ments your rating will gradually improve.
LIFE-LIKE

From the screenshots you will notice thaff
number of them are digitised and feature ocf
shofs from reakife situations. These only appedd
you win a particular frophy, but it is quite nice
see some pleasant graphics which reflect d
success.

‘At the moment you can have a sing
against the computer or anything up o fal
human players at once. This is t i

ecause you can all fake part in
match. There are over 90 real players includk

tout

o

Center looks like it's going to
be a bit of a graphical feast



h their own individual statistics and atfributes.
ey have also been made-up to ook like their
ounterparts.
For instance, John McEnroe sporfs a rather
ifty headoana, but sadly. he doesn't involve
selfin all the fracas he usually gets info. Andiré

The Wimbledon-like tennis court - nice and
green, but wearing in the centre

your choice
court Is clay

Previewed by Andy Maddock

Agassl s recognised easly by his rather fetching
cap and Borls Becker by his ginger locks.
Throughout your career you are given the option
whether fo fake part in a parficular fournament
or not. If you do you may win it or even acquire
some money for the funners-up spot, but if
you don't take part at all, your ranking won't
increase and you'll be left sniffing at the
bottom of the league with a lower rating than a
cabbage.

If you select the career option you wil be able
to access al the other players’ staltistics and mew
rankings and also see fhe points fable. These
allvery useful when i Comesfo playing an oppo.
nent you are unsure about.

The actual match sequences are very addic-
five and contaln allthe various shots contained in
tennis, such as forehands, backhands, smashes.
diving shots and volieys. Al of these can be per-
formed very easlly with the slightest movements
with the joystick.

cid Software, he makers behind Skidmarks
are distibuting Center Court Tennis. As it is pro-
grammed in Btz Basic fhere’s no reason why it
can't be of fhe same quality as Skidmarks. We'll
have fo walf and see.

player's
statistics, to
you find
their
weaknesses

¢ Center Court
isn‘t merely just
a quick game
there’s a huge
career feature
involved ¢
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The pre-
ction
emo we
1h
ty of blood
and gore,
Hoks like it
e quire

proaus

essful in

Like other games of thi nature, there wil
be a liberal splattering of blood and

-|Citadel

Previewed by Tina Hackett

he name s fairly new over here but
. Arakis Software are a company who
usually develop utiifty products for the
Polish moarket. Their latest projects
include a new edifor like Final Writer
database, and a spreadsheet with versions In
Polh Encleh, Caoch and Cemion plannedi But
the reason for their inclusion ection Is
because of their latest title wmch means a real
change in direction for the Polish team. Called
“Citadel’ f joins the lafest in a fong line of Doom
clones for the Amiga. It's not the only game in he
pipeline either. ‘Diamonds Mine" is the next on the
schedule with three more to follow - although
detais are sketchy at the moment.
Citadel, s previously mentioned, is a Doom-
esque shoot-'em-up. Viewed from the usual first
person perspective, set in a 3D environment, you

are armed with a gun and the
mGoEliod oot it
that m

A Dot plot summary
casts the player as the only.
surviving crew member on
a mysterious planet and
their mission is to destroy the

Citadel. The Citadel is the
amy complex placed
under the surface of the plo-
net D104-GS12. When communi-
cations broke down, your crew
the X16, combative operation unit
- was sent fo see what had
wrong. The rest of the crew have now been
destroyed.

When finished the game will contain 20 levels,
varying in difficulty and using different graphical
scenarios. The final version will also have @ 2Mb.
rendered infro and will have in-game and Game
Over animations.

pre-production demo we played had
plenty of blood and gore to keep the more blood
thirsty happy. It also looks ke it will be quite suc-
cessful in creating a mysterious afmosphere -
something the other clones seem fo lack so far.
One thing we weren't foo happy with at this
stage was the way you got hurt when you
bumped info walls - @ fact which is inevitable
when you play from this view.

The main character of the cyborg is armed
with six fypes of weapons, all of which are neces-
sary fo see off the diferent types of enemies. The
hero can also get tired,

ecome injured and even get
diunk. As well as being able fo
blast the enemy, the player
will_encounter puzzles and
fraps such as moving walls
and levers and buttons which

g borind

recent problem that
the. developevs of the Amiga
Doom clones face is how to get the game run-
ning smoothly at quite a fast rate, but without
reducing alot of the detail. Most have overcome
his by making their game configurable to sut the
capabilties of different machines.

Similarly, Arrokis Software have also made this
possible by making the game window a varlety of
different sizes and incorporating user-definable
detail levels. So those with an AS00 can stil
expect a fairly sick game aslong as they play on
a small window and without floors. Those with
A1200s and above, on the other hand, can freely
choose screen size and level of detall

Expect a fullreview of Citadel soon. We'll also
be bringing you a round-up of the best and rest of
the Amiga Doom clones when we've seen all the
contenders in what seems fo be genre of the
moment.

This is the




WIZARD GAMES

I ISR
_—
mrqnmnm»ssmwmmvm-mmmwnu.

DIAL-A-TIP

HINTS "N’ TIPS 'N’ CHEATS 'N’ POKES
ALL FORMATS CHEATLINE, JUST SAY ‘YES' FOR YOUR MACHINE

(IF YOU MISSED LAST WEEK'S

NEW! THE AMIGA GAMES LINE FEATURING CD32
NEW! THE SEGA GAMES LINE FEATURING MEGA C!
NEW! THi

SINCLAIR SPECTRUM, NES, €032, NEO-GED, YN, MASTER SYSTEM

91 445 937

CALL 0891 101 235)

0891 445 786
0891 445 787

NEW! THE CONSOLE CHEATLINE PC ENGINE, T.6.16,
JAGUAR, NEO.GED, C0i 300, CD32, MEGA CD, DUO .,
NEW! GAMEBOY, GAMEGEAR, LYNK CHEATLINE

ALL CHEATLINES UPDATED EVERY WEEK

LINE .

0891 445 769

0891 445 772
0891 445 771

MORTAL KOMBAT 1& .
SFLWORLD WARRIOR, TURBO,
CHAOS ENGINE
DESERT STRIKENUNGLE STRIKE

0891 445 987
0891 445 940
0891 445 936
0891 445 953

FOR FULL

0891 445 951

AL 0891 445939

Price inc. P+P (UK)
Europe + £2.00 per game. Rest of the World £3.00.
- prices may vary.
Chequesor Postal Orders pyavl t: Wezrd Games.
'WIZARD GAMES, | NORTH MARINE RD, Yoia 7eY

SCARBOROUGH, N. YORKS
Tel & Fax: 01723 376586/503299

s PROBLENBUSTERS! ‘5 e
GU;DING LIGHT COMPUTEH SEHVICES LTD

HIGH QUALITY

fyour are a avid user of Pagesetter or Pagesecter I, these fonts could be just what you need to

ER DTP FONTS

dd 2 touch of spice t your documents!
Pagesetter Fonts | (5 disks).

Pagesetter Fonts 2 (5 m,, £599
Fagusster Font 3 5

e e orr 5 s e i, By o i B £33 G AL FORTORT S

High quality Supra modems, desl for

HARD DRIVES
Al drives are qualicy 3.5 IDE mechanisms:
120Mp.. e L Y908,
£11999
SOPRA 18800 bty ) ann | [
Al ables and software
vy out!

int0S

— The Intuition Extension for AMOS —

+ Qver 120 commands ol uilse the Amigy's
Inciion

« Compatbis with AMOS, AMOS Professioml and
AMOSIAMOS Pro Compute.

‘@ Create and use gadgets, windows, screens, menus, etc

ed in Amiga Workbench in your own programs.

‘& Create styish 3D look incerfaces in minutes!

‘» Disply full 256 colour AGA in AMOS with ease.
* Aclayou i catsprofeson! bosioes spplicaios

MEGATRO! X HAII.IIG LIST

we

L L e
AMIGA MALING LIST, A TRON SOF TWARE. 21 FiED HOUSE LA
RIERLEY HILL, WEST

NIX
MIDLANDS DYS 4LG, UK or, Tel: 01384 77172

witch

o Bitz Baskc ~ AMOS is how a TRUE applicaton and
utlty development language.

© IntOS comes complete, professionally boxed, with a
dmled instruction manual and programs to get you

AUI REVIEW: 90% — - JUNE '95
the

MIDNIGHT EXPRESS B.B.S
Excensive Amighfle srss - AGA Damo', Ul Msi Somne, Graphics, Nor-AGA
mo's, P.D. Games, Fonts + Clipart, BBS Relatet
- FREE uw-um GEMEROUS FILE u'lo-l CALL NOW! -

(+44) 01384 86-56-26

Give your p
touch with ease...
SPECIAL OFFER PRIC
Now Only £19.99 nciucing par)
O

st g ins
ik Rarerares Kt

o, nd AMOS o AMOSProfsions.

model and your complet

INFORMATION AND ORDERING DETAILS
To order any of the items on this advert, simply grab a plain piece of paper, clearly stating your name, , address (nc poscode) your A
te order details, cheques and Postal Orders should be mad

fe payable to ‘Megati
SOFTWARE, 2| TILED HOUSE LANE, BRIERLEY HILL, WEST MIDLANDS DYS 410, TEL/ENQUIRIES: 01384 77172

~'and sent to: MEGATRONIX

Amiga Comput
OCTOBER 1995




r Celebrity Golf competition form

Name:

Address:

Please send your entries fo:

Celebrity Golf, Amiga Computing, IDG Media, Media

House, Adlington Park. Macclesfield, Cheshire SK10 4NP.
closing date for all entries Is 16 October 1995 @ UK only
-

Celebrity Golf!

Score a hole in one with
our Virgin/Sensible
Golf competition

es, t's great when all
these ~celebs ~ge
together fo play a round of goif - and all

for charidee. But wouldn't it be superb if

you could choose who you'd want fo play
in @ round of four-ball? Well, now that's all you need to
do for our competiion by simply putting together your
winning feam by either drawing them, cutting them
out of mags efc. and then staing why - oh, and
don't forget fo dress them in the appropriate gear.

20 lucky winners will get a copy of the
briliant Sensible Golf worth £29.99
and a Virgin T-shirt

Pinball Fantasies

Type in these before you
begin for some strange
effects:

Shadow Fighter

Type these codes on the character
selection screen for fhe folowing effect: |

SYSTEM

Sensible World of Soccer

fThere have been so many cheats and tips flying around for the
lgreatest football simulation ever, we thought we'd join the party!
When you begin the game, be one of the fop clubs with the

most expensive players - Man United, Juventus or Barcelona
being the favourites - and whizz through the entire season, col-
lecting @ worthwhile honour, When you receive an offer from a
lub you wish to transfer fo, exchange two of your best players

s0n. a huge bank balance and an
awesome team will be waiting for you.

Ectihaiioke lrmEKAKKu ~ Uniimifed credits
| PARAPONZIPOPO - Fight as Puppaz |
Vacuum Cleaner | MpARVIDSOCCAFFARIMBARI - Fight as |
Extra Bals Shadow Fighter ‘
A EBBRAVOSCECCU - Opponent loses
energy if you type this n at the
ULe beginning of a round ‘
Markus - ]

fonky Roadkill AGA
Digital liusions

Here are some track codes for
The Silents el e
Fredrk
OLoF Track zero; LQPONTNJO
o Track one: LQPONRHCNM

Track two: LQPONTMBCH
Crew Track three: LQPONTMBCH




SYSTEM

]

PUBLISHER
ze

DEVELOPER

£29.
10

Yes

1
i SUPPORTS
i 0

PUBLISHER
quad
" DEVELOPER
Sensible Software

|

No

All Amigas

The Sensible Software trademark
comes in very effective once
‘again - small but so pleasurable.

TN 2,

et

Reviewed by Andy Maddock

Trilo

shar 1, 2 and 3 weren't really my most
favourite games ever - especially
being a reviewer that detests any sort
of RPG. All this business of wizards and
‘wariors is just too much for me fo han
dle. These games always seem fo inflict the most
serious effect of boredom ever. If you are one of
these people, you'd better skip this bif as Daze
bring out their incredibly adventurous Ishar
games in one package. Anoraks out everybody!
| suppose as fime hos passed, each lshar
game has been superseded either in overall
quality or in @ graphical way, and Ishar 3 s
supposedly fhe best of the bunch
The way Ishar actually plays is the most annoy-
ing factor. with siow, tedious scroling drudging

annon Fodder hardly needs an infro-
duction as It fumed out fo be one of
the best games of the year. It's very
unlikely that anyone out there hasn't
actually played t, 5o suppose this bud-
gef release could be, in fact, quite pointiess.
However, after such a high profile relecse with ifs
success, how could it possibly avold the inevitable
budget label?

Cannon Fodder is, pure and simply. @ war
game. The objective of war is fo win - sparing as
many casualties as possible. The idea is fo com-
plete the mission objectives along with the sub-
phases in each scenarlo. The first is in the jungle
where you are given five recrulfs. Each one has a
rank and fo begin with you are given the highest
ranks fo play with. As you lose a soldier he will be

along only to reveal mammoth beasts that mi

be disposed of rather quickly. This is achieved b
aimiessly wandering around, going info shopd

and buying magic potions. and recruiting
ordinary public to join your gang. You can th

begin the mission fo hold on to your island
Kendoria.

As mentioned before, the graphics are nof
ing very special and the whole game may
very in-depth but just doesn’t play well, which
the most important part.

If you are a roleplaying game buff then fhred
games for the price of one would sound quited
bargain. Although, for £29.99 you could also b
yoursel three balaclavas, @ pair of hor rimmed
spectacles, an anorak and a fartan flask.

The choice is yours

iated adventure
markable gameplay
Ooh, that's righ!

The most exciting, in-depth, ani
jame ever. Packed with rer
and an amazing chalieng

Fodde

replaced by another nervous youngster willng fo
risk his ife and limbs for his counry. Obviousil
these young chappies aren't going fo be as shafp
as the rest of the bunch, 5o the mo

keep themn in the clear and at distance,
fikely they are fo survive.

There are two main strategies fo follow on ya
road to victory. These are either hold back and
wai for the enemy fo make the first move, or
less favoured run fowards them ot a ridiculc
speed with all guns blazing - destroying you
and a number of the enemy all at once,

The characters themselves are controled B
the mouse using a point and click method. Al
weaponry such as cannons, grenades and rock
efs can be activated using simple clicks on f

mouse.
With the typical Sensible Software charactel

greats the Amiga has produced. Their rather
cheeky yet uncompromising quote “War
has never been so much fun’ is clearly an
understatement. it's more fun than ever!




ome AD92 was released around two or
three years ago now and adopted the
Populous-ike 3D isometric view which

with lower status than the cleaners. Stealing a foga
off one of the people of authority wil deceive
many of the fown’s residents, enabling you to
order people around

As the volcano that lies on one side of the fown
is about to explode, geffing offthe siand is a must.
Wih so many people and so few boats, fighting for
an escape route is essential, and this enfais mug-
qing people for their money and purchasing a
very sharp dagger.

When Rome AD92 fist arived, the humour ele-

start, all the characters are humorously named -
you are ordered fo send a message fo Seganus
Megadiivus, of all people,

remember Robin Hood from a while
back. it plays just the same. You have freedom of
he entire Cify 50 you don't have fo do things in any
particulor order - you can just roam, talking fo
everyone you meet.

Although the graphics don't boast quality, they
are reasonable nonefheless and do their job more
than adequately. There are six levels o battie
hvough. all with fresh challenges, making this not

eing aloud American in a quiet vilage

in China means merging in with the

common public isn't going fo be an

easy task. Making as many friends as

possible in this very graphical icon di-

ven adventure is an absolute necessity. You are

given your own identity, character and personal-

fty, and unfortunately you have been graced

with Jake Masters. or Lucky o your friends - on

annoyingly loud Americon with less sensitivity
fhan o badger.

There isn't an actual plot as such - all is

fevecled as you become more involved in the

AD92

Once youve managed to steal the to
from the fat bloke who's alway:
eming ool you can mug everyons!

50 much an essential purchase but a fun game for
anyone - especially with the humour element. At

a nice cheap price of £1499, Rome AD92
84%;

certainly boasts vaiue for money.

China

people about ofther things. This makes Heart of
China probably the.

most interactive game
around - this system is called the Dynamix Game

game. This involves plot e you can
teach different parts of the game you may never
teach again if you restart the gome, and picking
different objects up and speaking to other

0ing heading off to battle, a
oo b tha or et s i oo 30

Al the usual adventure icons are present such
as falking, picking things up, dropping things and
looking around. However, as you progress and
make friends with people, they will join you
on your mission objective and you can
temporarily take over their actions
and objects

There is an enormous amount of
depth to Heart of China and the
animated effects and atmos

Most of the progression through-
out the game Is made by guess-
work and trial and error. There isn't

right in the heart of the gam

Having said that, though, if you have
got the fime o explore the game in great defail,
itl certainly be a worthwhile and vewcrdmg
experience. Heart of China s cerfain

one of the better graphic e 83
around

PUBLISHER
KIXX XL

DEVELOPER

HD INSTALL
No
SUPPORTS

All Amigas

PUBLISHER
KIXX XL

SUPPORTS
All Amigas

You can fiy absolutely
anywhere you like

et of Chine, with.
the exception o
Barbados to bask in
the hot sun. Pty




NOLD
MPUTER
SUPPLIES
——
[y

19000 ok PD Lirary now avaiable
5 prices al 1.0 por ok
Barry Voce
0115 9264973
12 Campien Strect, Arnal
ttingham G;!Gl

THE AMIGA
USER CLUB

* FREE PD! %
* Membership Discounts! *
* FREE MONTHLY Newsletter! %
* Special Offers! *
Send SAE for detals o telephone
EXAVPLE PRICES
Beilance V2.

e
Ove 12,000 Dk vt
(Ot MG S e, W SR 5 P Ao 0110 36T . S 930
VAR

P;xhn“pavwwmwvm RO .
ol e tdope okt e 1A i

Convert your Amstrad

(o) Fo)

464, 6128 (CTM 644/0) Picture Only
464, 6128 (CTM 644,/0) inc. stereo speakers
et R omie i g
6128 Green (GT-68) Pic On
Demnmc Hagars Blestronics, 127 mgnsnc heerness, Kent ME12 1UD
Tel/Fax 01798 663556 Money back approval &P inc.
Cheque/P O/ Access, Visa/Switeh Delivery 2 Days

FUTURE
ROLEPLAYER

Issue 3

cmbors - taephons for
The Amiga User ﬂlulz
22 Heal Marlais, Liandyble, Ammantord,
Dyfed SA18 3UY.
Tel: 01269 851413

PD POWER

Future Roleplayer, 8 Woodsetts Rd,
North Anston, Sheffield, $31 7EQ

ARE ¢
available for SEGA, SNES,
2, MAC, PC, CD ROM, cvl. 300

Amenmlhw‘r‘v'r . & all ober accessories
o (A

Sunday 9am _Spm

Monday -
Ansuerpbone onat alber tmes
Nr

PRESENTS:

FREELY UPDATED CAT;
ITH FULL DISCRIFTIO)

INDEX

PO Box 4.7:
South Croydon

Sur

ALOGUE
VIRCS ci mxum Ly @
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Leading

the way in Amiga
advice, the definitive
guide is back to
keep enthusiasts
fully informed

System Medical 107
Frank Nord takes a different line ti
month and reviews the MegaMouse Plus
Amiga 3D 109
Paul Aunm explores the latest add-ons

for LightWave - Plugins and Go!

ARexx 111
Setting up screen form descriptions is

Paul Overaa's handy tip for this month

113
Are you clocking up huge bills onthe Net?
Phil South glvex a plan for cheaper usage
b 115

Frank Nord plays around with the

latest add-ons for PageStream

0S 117
Phil South returns with the final part

of the screen Info progra

c 119
Paul Overaa suggests a way to improve
Ppercussion sounds in your sequencing setup

121

Can there ever be video harmony again
for the new Amigas? Asl Gary Whiteley




Warthogs
love big job

You will be stunned by the speed of the new Warthog 275 from Premier Vision - and positively
gobsmacked by the incredibly low price. The Warthog275 is based on the world's fastest chip
-the DEC Alpha, making it the most complete cost effective rendering solution on the market.

Up to a massive 30 times faster than other rendering systems,
allows the Warthog 275 to simply gobble up any job you care to throw at it.

The Warthog 275 MHz Dual Pipeline F ing System

« DEC Alpha 275 AXP fully fanned ~ » 17" Multiscan Monitor « Full multiple fanned Tower Case
chip (upgradable) + 1.0 Gb SCSI drive with 1.44MB floppy drive

2 Mb I7Ns secondary cache RAM = Quad Speed CD-ROM * Windows NT Workstation

+ 32 Mb DRAM (Expandable) + Ethernet Adapter

« 4 Mb PCI 64 bit graphics card + Keyboard and Mouse

Custom configurations can be designed to your own specification.
The Warthog 275 MHz is fully expandable and upgradable, and at a price of £7,499.00,
its just dying to do big jobs for you!!

Warthog Rendering e — UK Training Centre
—— for NetTek

Service available < e
(‘ VISION
’

Premier Vision, 156 Blackfriars Road, London, SEI 8EN.

For a demonstration call Willy Warthog now on 0171 721 701

DEC Alpha is 8 trademark of Digial Equipment Compary




Three buttons are

better than two

his month Ive decided to take.

400dpi mouse.
Lookingjust ke the orginal Mega
mouse,

In a slight change to our normal programming,
Franks Nord reviews something

TUTORIAL

Amiga Medical Part9

you

butons.
But what s the point of having a third

about.
patch to the ASL.ibrary that comes with
Workbench 3.0 or 3.1 It wont work if

mouse button? oty :
Fora sart rhbenc oroench,
dr 16). teber. ptic .
MUIHCX now repiaces AssignWede, lbraresand  Proce
mw"::na'm mf,m'mw 9 . assign, The About’ there's no guarantee it willun on a
mansgers. But in addivon (o these mount. deny, cancel options to the This patch gives
b ASL provides, namely the standard fie
drive’ requestr. MUl
shareware utiltes that are either i 03 :
midde mouse button, o have middie .
MUHased preferences program and you
e s CoreDs e ansetsch g v e

ycing or mulsfle seecton, where

instead of having 1 hold down the it

ey you use a mouse button.
Commocites ke YAK have s0 many

forvale at iy £12.95,
Aso groovy this monih s the st
ersion of the aorementoned MulicX

It doesn't seem like John Veldthuis
ever sleeps. No sooner have yi

possibly not, but if y
ensure that your hard drive is safe
from even the newest viruses then
get this. More than anything, this
release fixes bugs from earlier

versions but it does cover &

different viruses and their relatives

You can also make sure the fle requester
puts the directories at the top of the fle
lst,rather than at the bottom which
always seemed strange to me.

Lasty,but not least, a boot utity was
brought to my attention when trawing
the net for stulffor a CyberVision card.
“The utiity in question s designed 1o show
a picture instead of that boring black
screen as Workbench loads. The utiiy is
called PicBoot and it handied pretty much
every IFF image | threw at it loading 1024
X768 images i the bink of an eye.
thanks t the accompanying UnPackLBM
tool which decompresses IFF picture fls,
making them load  lot faste.

PicBoot s equally at home on an ECS

| Or AGA machine or on a machine that has

ke the CyberVision
or Picasso, It will fade i the picture and
fade itback out once Workbench is
loaded.

The bottom line

Downloading
waicx
e docacblominealcatymoonina 94 bes
Astraten
fipCdocicacKomneiosa w200 114081 byes
VirusChecker v.6.57
o K AOUINACTISSTINS 129629 bes
Pckoot
e dockaculaminaloosPGontha 35203 yts

Product: MegaMouse Plus
Supplier: Gasteiner
Tel: 0181-345 6000

Price: £12.95

Amiga Computing
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REPAIRS
WHILE-U-WAIT!!

COMPUTERS & MONITOR
Attention Dealers || NEW LOW FIXED PRICE

Ring/Fax Now for best trade prices and terms
on Repairs, Spares, Floppy Drives, Hard Drives, On A500, A500+, A600 & A1200

CD Rom Drives and Memory Upgrades.
~ FAST TURN AROUND.
= MANY REPAIRS DONE WHILE-U-WAIT!!.
(AMPLE PARKING) ’
90 DAYS WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS.
£20 EXTRA CI

5 'SAME DAY msgn o
RE 3000, o £QUOTATI Including NEXT DAY DELIVERY (if picked up by us) by
g Y Courier Service when despatched back

= PICK-UP SERVICE FOR REPAIRS  ONLY £6.00 + VAT

2.5" HARD DRIVES FOR A600/A1200

60Mb £69.95 85Mb £9495  340Mb £169.95
80Mb £89.95 170Mb £11995  510Mb £249.95

Al hard drives are pre-formatted, partitioned with workbench loaded, and come with 2.5" IDE cable + software
2.5" IDE Cable + Software £9.95

MEMORY UPGRADES INTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVES

—— ‘ASW.W.. vi£29.95  AGOOIA1200.............E34.95

— CHIPS < SPARES 'l' ACCESSONES
A 6 o o Upgmde t02Meg | Uwsmf: o1 Hes

o L1030

GUARANTEED SAME DAY DESPATCH
(SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY)

CD ROM DRIVE mosUTom it
li" ITﬂR QUAD SPEED = e g 52690’5
X-LINIK  With Cables, Power Supply GP Fax Software 14.4k....£139.95
[ MODEMS hrorm Sofvware for Amigas 28.8K.....£249.95

ANALOG/* Andogk Computers (UK) Ltd  Open Mon-Fri 9.00am
ANALOGIC ynit 6, ashway centre, Imcrescent 13 ©1 81 546 ,51
/{2 LOGIC Kingston Upon Thames, Surrey KT2 6HH  Fax: 0181 541 4671

*

L i v




the power

of the most important

elements i the LightWave
fepertoire i s ablty to employ ARexxin
the form of dedicated macros.

provide add-on power to Layout n addiion
= raditional automated modeling

B e byt s
ew collecton from Hester and:

Following in the footsteps of Power Macros,
the new Plugrns and Gol collection ofers 3
simar, if more basic colection of tooks. To
et e At i e
in relaion to Power’
rﬂm:mwms!mxmcw«aﬂm
the 16 0n offer rom Power Macros

Paul Austin explores the latest plug
and play add-ons for Lightlllaue

\J Plug (015 = 1rlel B

TUTORIAL

miga 3D Pai

plug

unique range oftools induding automated
LightWave configuraton, and quick macro
‘generation. The first provides a means of

ime macro option which tracks your
actions and then generates a completely

Perhaps the best way to cariy the ew custom macro from the I adition,
iference between the two s that Power there’s a more invoved macro
Macros offer a design special ‘which allows you to select from blocks
n - explode and shatter being of preset code and build a macro
dlassic examples - while the Plug-in range aa step-by-step.
Next comes moton conitrol, with

y Job. However, for ighlght sich s cirve 1o ction and

macro, 100- fid o urve, which as youve probaby
quessed converts and saves either
‘which highlights the finer points of the chosen macro. For example, the macro may  addition. paﬂxmmmnnlﬁrmayrwkzawng
fecion y of pr
Athough notas ;

o : (35 again el simpl s rowwtn
. =y~ |ISER-FRIENDLY ling bjcts from milmetes o metes o

denote ts area of expertise - namey,

creative, modifer

g

special feature, ayout related, motion
related,

models Beter sl
2 utiny macro,
9Bl e o) gy i i
Here
ofspecc
caegores
mpossbe ol and a caluk botner i Pugins
s
ategoy. paricuiar gerve my avountes ncude
cacate tme
o fomer g rumber of
auikconver, Thefist
opton's, in fact, two separ but forcample | miute 23 seconds

s mentioned, Layout macros are an important part of any modeler collection. And true
1o form, Plugins does it bit with macros which import entire scenes into modeller, add
muitiple ighs to selected point, automate multple batch rendering of scenes, and of
coure the all important trgeting of one Object to another over an entite anim or a user-
defined number o frames

Overall, the Plug-in collecton i excellen, athough it does suffer from the 0dd file to
make up the numbers. Howeve, the reall useful aditions are exactly that. Assuming
Youve got to make a choice between Power Macros and Plugins, Id definiely opt for
the ater

the equation, and it must be sad the
weakestlnk i the Plugins chain. The only.
noteworthy macros are the create T
lightning and create star optons, with the
former generating fandom lihtring
objects or import o layout while the
Toter provides a smple means of
designing mutpoin sars.

The big disappointmentin s secton is
he fact that they fepeat many of the basic
options avaiabie via LightWave s numeric
input options.

‘Special feature macros ofera fairy 1

OCTOBER 1995
_OCTOBER 1995 _

The bottom line
Supplier: Hester and associates
13032 Copenhill Road
Dallas
T 752405302
Tel: (214) 991-PLUG




HiGE

HiQ Limited
The Storage and System Design Specialists +44 01525 211327 @ ed

Multimedia PowerStation options for all Amigas
PowerStation Specifications:-
200 wat power s

Py for complte Power Systems.

6. Dual spoed. highly CD32 compatible CO-Fom drve.
7. Power and Hard Drive LED's.

8. Futuro expansion potental

o

10, Mix CO¥
11. Computer speed indicator, 2 spoed switchatle.
12. DOES NOT VOID WARRANTY.

ave reviews in all Ma

Tower Version

PowerStation Case Prices

PowerStation pack Prices
includes intermal Audio & SCS1 Cables

Includes 2 x SCSI CDRom + Squirrel

reo speaker version £32095 reo s £12095
95 Dosktop version 99,95

Tower version 20095 £99.95
Carriage 1250 e1250

The Greatest Drive since the
Model T Ford

Well the wait s over and the future has arrived in the
shape of the new Panasonic PD System SCS| Optical
drive. This unitis a Hybrid 650Mb, Quad speed CD:
ROM and Optical ReadWite syste. (Yes, you did
read that correctly).

Now you can read all of your favourite CD Titles at
over 600Kb per second and by purchasing the low cost
650Mb cartrdges you have 650Mb of storage space
always on fine ust like a conventional hard drive

!Limited Supply! RCE)S¥ZE
zzs Rl

Internal Drive Unit 5522 £599.95 inc. VAT
650Mb Cartridge - £49.95 inc. VAT
External Case '~ £59.95 inc. VAT

iQ STAR DRIVE BUYS !!

A1200 420Mb IDE
Only £124.95

A1200 540Mb IDE
Only £139.95

A1200 850Mb IDE
Only £189.95
Al divs formatted, and Magic Workbench pus PD
Sofware nsialled. Fro fting forpersonal calers
A1200 Cable Pack £20
Post& Packing £7 CiyLi)
SCSI3.5” Drives

Quantum 540Mb FireBall £179.95
Quantum 840Mb Trailblazer ~ £229.95
Micropolis 2.1Gb AV diive  £769.95

COMING VERY SOON

Full blown S-Video quality digital Video
Recording, Eiting and Playback system for
PowerStation users only.

Features:-
+ DigtalSvis

sung "M Fange montors are only or

Pt s They ek
roquency fange s 50 you noad 1o run
Do Pal st i . sestyou
Wi o0 from th largest monor make in

16" dose notsupport DBLP.I
15" Gle ..£320.95, 15"
17"supports DBLFa
£649.95, 17" Glsi .£749.95

P&P £12.50

Soon to be made in the UK

9.95

177 Gli...

VHS / Comp Video Out
*Fol Dihal Voo g ctsre iden
many high quality
« Upgrades Processing poy
¢ 16 bit Audo recaring and Piayback.
ies Mpeg playback facilty.

 Add Panasonic PD drive for instant studio.

Prices from approximately £1,500

Hi-Fi quality active stereo speakers

(Suits all Amigas)

Q.15 Quad Speed the Future? 5 S-
AN i
Q. ls the extra spoed useful?

A f=h

SCSl Interface

2 s e What do HiQ know about
Noed we say moro €54.95 4P4P i

7o 1
All Prices include VAT
&

Tel 01525 211327

1.80 watt active storeo
2. Builtin amplifier

Price only £39.95 psp 700

HiQ Ltd, Gable End, 2 The Square, Hockliffe, Bedfordshire LU7 9NB.
EMail address:- Compuserve 100432,711

Fax 01525 211328 4'-5




 recent instaiments fve been

fast month, these had found theirway into @
program thatset up a screen form. This
allowed data to be entered and collected from
aset of pre-defined fields on the screen. |

ur attention to the fact that this

ed
compound variables 10 represent ied names,

for the CursoWrite), ShowinputFieid) and

CursorReadi) routines o the existing cript.
Listing 2 shows the new data table and the

key thing to notice i thatthe field numbers

It's looking
good but.

Despite the improvements with this
month's script there is, however, still

functions with their own symbol tables
and execution environments) are
being used, some items (for example,
ESC and CSI) have to be defined in
more than one place.

Despite procedural isolation being,

10,4, FLET)
fh )

n,u. ,nmu

5.0k
ek
Tkt 21510

i
Fiattos ‘71
T nanes Telegho

£330
£8.1e10

Loing

now form partof the compound variabe tas
The immediate benefi here i that do/end type:
loops can now be used to perform al forms of
gl el o For

loopy

of form ‘ecords’ 10 be stored, has been
added.

Paul Oueraa
outlines a

‘At the moment, however, al that happens s
that a dummy save’routine gets called and, as

v
can now
Joig . Becuse these loopaas

e prockeed g thecadeshownin

forstorage, the form
data just gets witen back 1o the Shell window

‘example script,

sed rout fas a sort of Visible prompt to confirm that UEEml hl[l-i
along with others that youl ind in this mnnm something is happening]l As me entering of
o) -
5:7; kol (01 setting

items, this means that no P
a form definiion you decide to use, these:
routines will be able to handie it

Input data can also now be collected using
compound variables, with the contents of each
completed form, i.e. a complete nput record

Bac v b used last month,is
big improver
Wnen you o i s e
typing X october_example at a Shel akionts

or not, and whether you want to enter urther
data. Al these things are achieved with faiy
mundane use of a CursorWrte] outine using
these types of statemens:

up ARex
streen form
destriptions

all
Cursarkeielray_indov, 2,4, SCREEN PRORPTS)
cheadehr

§ Upper (=" thin call Savebatal)

Another improvement to be found in this
monih's offering s that i, at any time while

played data, Justhit

chase, incidentaly,

with the field defiiton approach used ast
month

gain. In order to
ths Ive had to modify the CursorRead|routine

however, youl see that quite a ot of
code has changed, and as wel as

sothatit
pressed. Because of the way the routine was
designed, this was quite easy to do and simply

imple

20 ; o) preliminary code, to allow any number muuncxie\eﬂ/whemwmmu
S W

rewm

[ [Periebintond

Listing 3: Compound variables ailow short loops.
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Sooc) trbed ot
Photol

PhoCD sotare i
all 2Mb boardis!
(Usually £49.95)

two addiional video ports, one standard
one S-VHS (Y-C) compaible port. All PAL compatile video devices
e sl o prs e e e baan b e 2 Plcasso Il 1Mb £219.95  Pleasso Il 2Mb £249.95.
your system to allow a 24-bi graphics capabilty! Plcasso Il 1Mb + TVPaint 2 £369.95  Pleasso Il + WPdmz £399.65.
MultiMedia Picasso = :25.: £369.95  Pablo Video £129.65

s ‘modules, Emplant is the Amiga's only all-in-one emulation solution.
Macintosh® Emulation Module
A ull‘generic’ Macinfosh with the speed dependent upon your processor.
‘An A3000 is equivalent 1o @ MAC llci. An A4000 is equivalent 10 @ Quadra 900.

‘Support for up fo 16 colours (non-AGA), 256 colours (AGA) o up to 24 bit colours using
it party video boards such as Picasso I, CyberVision, Piccolo D64, Retina etc

‘Support for AmigaDOS devices, CD OM, direct Scanning, MIDI, SyQuest, Printers
Modoms ofc. )

n 'ROMs (not supplied).

€586DX/SX Emulation Module

MDA, CGA, EGA, VGA, SVGA video modes (AGA is required for VGA/SVGA).
Sound Joystits Flpoydives, AmiaDOS partons, Exterdd Merr.and mre!
P rom Widows or OOS vl Arigeprsel

co. iy A s COROM i
Wi 1o progtam thatrgr greatr fhar a 86 processo.
Comes with both DX (FPU) and SX (no FPU) versions.
Requires 486 PC BIOS, not supplied.

ewpLant 995 APLANTOPTION A ATk o) 27995

EUpLANT OPTION 8 (5CS) s EMPLANT DELUXE o095

PC a5000X MODULE e i s
ARIADNE & LIANA NETWORKS MAINACTOR BROADCAST

Notwrk soontor Malcto Broadeast i a completly new Anmatn progran or any Anigs Wl

-0 kg 0% 0 ot

Tho sy st st sckion ENVOY. * Over 20 LaadSave motios (AVL BN, L. FLIFLC, G, F. IFF-Aon 5784

7 (it pa " GRE P, kT i AV, kT and JEG ot 0 245

Sooet bt FOW an 2K cach o suppor 1 CAU .

AR compato s o e ol P © Sippor o o0
i cotons - Sl e gy ot ot o raon (0 Sl St o)
Lian s th oot soluon fr  quick, oasy yot ofiiant connacon botwoon wo 1 8and 1613

} o < o Gor ot s ool o e
Lana € 505

MARACTOR BROADCAST o
DOUBLER 4000 - SOMHz

ol th astest 69040 acclrator over o e Amia 000040 st e
kv pice s porormarce Therow oot 400020 Wi 85040 acsaoaior
dolvors 2 o 4 st an epsten chon, v

oo o g

This powertu “plug and lay”acceertor s 100% hardware and sotwaro compatil,since sl
g o
Specil sctware. For & modersi pric, sers gt twie 1 pocessing power,ye etain 100% of

ot s ottt e 2 i Blittersoft

Phs the necessay exrcton fol 1 pario he nstalaton.

Milton Keynes. MK8 OER.

mwn‘w-—iuw enon, i s mocrng .t dpers
som sao. An gyl o ihe Douder 4000




e other day | saw a posting on CIX
hecadeg ok MO v
ted to Alex Amor's Creative:
g e e Akt gy
involved in the bidding for
puisifmiiceii s L up

It was headed 7 July 1995 - FOR IMMEDIATE
KD e B €T
be positoned as a higher
1goes on to describe it a5 2 oy
with the Motorola 68040 processor operating at
25MHz. Iitia configurations are expected to be

b of RAM and 540Mb hard disk Invroductory.
pricing s set for a treet price of US$3499. CEI
Vi g ARG

ore ‘we realze that the price of the.
paooaTs slightly higher than we all would
have wished. At the same token there s pent up
mariket demand.

Now, knock me down with a feather but |
couldnt help taking this with a very big pinch of
salt. Alter all, CEl cidnt win the bi, but had
been making big noises that they were

serves, if nothing ese, to keep them on the map.
during these fean times.

e came a contradictory message from
Gills Bourdin of Amiga Technologies GmbH in
Germany, dated 14 July, which says tha as yet
there have been no fim distibution contacts or
agreements signed for Norther
Pove prcing o been st o I AROOT S0
just what s going on? Did CEI jump the qun?
Did they dream this A4000T up themselves?

TURKSEY

Lets look more cosely at the spec. No
monitor or CD-ROM is mentioned: the drive is
quite small by high-end standards - 6Mb of
memory st even enough o run that TV
favourite LightWave, and other crucal programs
such as Art Department Professional, ImageFX2
and Real 3D are all going to need more memory.
for serious TV

On top of that it doesnit say whether the.
oo vl Gy e e
an encoder card or good-quaity genlock will be
required. This AS000T looks e
which s talored to run Something fike Scala
MM400 [not that fm knocking MM400 - is a
great appication) and not a real video machine
afer al.

And price - US$ 34991 Even

lipset in
ideolan

it

mmpdnmhly but,
unike fve years ago,
these extras are becoming
more and more accessible to PC
users. There's now a PAR card for the.

P and genocks, o procesors

oy o G TR s
£2190, or

retativelysiow [by highend standards) 25MHz
1040 processor and the only conclusion | can
come up with is that CE have announced a real
wrkey.

Afriend of mine has just bought a Pentium
90PCcorlog oo 40, Tepee s
a1Gb drive, 15° multisync monitor, 16M) RAM,
e i e
quacspeed ightWave ke

be contacted by
‘Amiga Technologies
and a new highend
‘Amiga will il only be.

playing catchup with curent
PC and Mac systems by the tme it

its the steets - unless some rapid
behind the scenes developments are
goingon.

This i not a good state of affais to

video/graphics Amiga Id want one which could
see offthe competiion, and at  sensible price

vl The AMOOOTwi 50 ned adtone
hardware, which might incude a PAR card and
a framegrabber. A 24-bit ard would also be

which are o onger huxures for serious video
procce and i

' hope that al this s theoretcal, and
ra th new AAOOOT wl ot
ety pcad oot et et e
bise machine el wil X make a Pentm

adream, knnrkmg offa full overscan,

an mey amay do, It one thing reling on

antialased
S ey

the Amiga’ sel i, but
[Vnm/hmga Technologies are going to have to

im he was
i took es than hree minutes o 0ot
business. | anit see a 25MHz ‘040 even getting
dose.

(Okay, his PC will need a few more add-ons to

Ve ks on e st
Afer all, PC and Mac development continues

want ich was at
least composte, preferably SVHS for even both),
even for lesser machines such as the A1200 or
rumoured A1300.

Unti Amiga Technologies take a good hard
ook at what Amiga users actually require for
highend video applications and come up with
some solutons, | can only conclude that this
AR00OT price and spec certainly sn' going to
cutit. For allour sakes, lt's just hope that CETs
message was low on substance and high on
hype. Only time, and Amiga Technologies, wil
el

The source

Thanks to Jeff Walker of AMfor posting the
original messages on CIX

ground to a hal, devek i waiting to
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TIFFYTECH PD

COMPILATION UTILITY DISKS
CU00I: CRUNCHERS V- Imploder 4, Powerpacker, Stonecracker, + more.
1J002: ARCHIVERS V1: Compilation of the very best archivers

CU03: WB TOOLS VI Add Tools, Task control, Assign Manager, + lots

Best value disks around
COMPILATION GAME DISK!

G001 Amobea Inaders, Bobs Grden, nmmv Diggr.
CE002: Crenk Dl Gaiga. Megaworm, Mouthms
e e

CG004: Amigatration, Asteroids 2, Aztec Challenge, Missile Command.

0004 DOS TOOLS V1 Dos Trace, Powershell, Mulidos, Snoopdos, + ess.

e CGO6: Cybernetix, Parcheese, Tankattack, Top Hat Wily. |
CGO07: Goady Microbes, Mouse Inprsite, ecix

€C008: Dl pacran, Drp, Quic

005, Wridzench Games Vol 1 (Too rany to menton herel)

CGOI0: Cow Wars, Descender, Hotir

CGOI I: Artillerus, Paranoids, Wordsearch, Retchasketch.

CCOI2: Biplanes, Minesweeper, Dessert Defnder, Exil.

CG013: Brdgeball, AmosCoinDrop, Cluede, Garmon.

CGOI4: jumper, Airace, Euphorion, Video Pol

e e 55 i ac Toe, Dynamisewar, Octothello ‘

h

C000s: GRAPHICS V1 Gi, Imagaly HodeHD, Mpeg Payer, View ¢ more.
CUOOE: GRAPHICS V2: Minimorph, PPshow 4, SpiraDraw, Pic2Ansi, +

CU0O7: ICONS VI: Brush o lcon, Newicons.

CU00B: CONS V2 conion conmascr,lconpack. Swapeols.

CU0S: WP + DTP VI: AmigaFox, Jed, TexcEngine, Typist.

CUOI0: BOOTUTILS V1: Bootfob, Fast Intro Maker, Bootintro,
CUOI I A1200 V1: Degrader, Midnight, Paletcrea, Fakemem, it »

CUOI2: DISK UTIL VI Diskmate, Diskspare, Filemaster 2. Nelick 2 + more.
3¢ HID UTILS VI Chopper, Kwickbackup, Qfind, S-Pack, TDM, +

AL PACK: OFFERS ~You can get all these a less than 35p 2 game!
B e o e han 250 e S b below for ur gret offers.

SINGLE UTILITY DISKS [ SINGLE AGA

U Anigie V1.3 Good e
CioMED V2. Best pd Msic edtor

GAMES

AQOI: Tetris Duel AG
AQQ2: Hororol Mv]de's (2 disks).
'A003: H

A0 Mognt ACK

005: Star Woids (2 Disks)
'GO0§: Incinerator.

o7 Kl Those Livke Doods.
G

‘
AT e

ez tstio ALSO AVAILABLE.
o B, s

parble oD, TIEF and snd

E805: Fghng Warriors.
B S 102 Robin Hood

GO10: Dr Strange.

St Noccm il e Conior 14 oHw
o 0 ‘ k \d " ‘° mm(cuw\ CU020). £26* GO13: B\a:\«hwu FREE"OmoscHrnnmskwmhuvn.y
iRttt [CHY D —n (e P oo e o

sorm tijes are more than | disk:

)= HD essencil + arcived wih *No free disk offer or p&p 013, Cobe Adventure Garmes

The largest and most highly praised collection of high
quality DTP & DTV PD & Shareware in AMIGA history!

s Cy e g dvloesdstd & ity by M Copuggh, T i el vy v <
&) R iy conrovt e f e et il
G l'he RRP price for each CD is £2499 + £1.00 UK =

E.M.COMPUTERGRAPHIC's
PD/Shmrewme Library EV Collection

o ..Md,mn i e This e

K o B S e oo o &
A28 Dl i ot EVLAY o1 Syl b

W\n,.mwmm,,..‘ oA P e UL i AL S R

prci S the Bt il sk
R preiew b e e e e g FULL o pmo
A . e D eyt iy s Bt M s i
o e v gowno oy

Unike mestof the CDX ol avallbe. THESE CDS ARE NOFFiLLED WiTH SUNK!
The first disk - EMC PHASE 1 - will be released on...Monday 11th September 1995

PHASE 1 - RELEASE DATE: 11.08.85 PHASE 2 - RELEASE DATE: O6.
raw EMC Typo EMC1727:00,77 GG EMC 2526 30:31 82 - Colour EMC 48,498 71 imagine

p— s o S e

e o e T i e
ST SR b e o
P S e e ol el

L 8 e e

T e e v e o P . et
e i O B e Tl e o
B P ——c
o S e e et
e 5 G g e e S B R DT R e
e e P
‘and Damo, Pagestream Demo, 18 feally uselul Utiies and heaps of other siuff _+ 16 & 255 colour formats. b ey o

Phase1 PRE RELEASE OFFER...£19.99 + pp...ON ORDERS RECEIVED BEFORE 6ith SEPTEMBER
Croc card and peeal o he day of wil same day.

day
1f you wish 10 receive your o e soon s wnmls after it's launch, we require written
permission allowing us 1o bank your cheque 5 days prior 1o he launch date.

SRR EM. COMPUTEHGH‘APH
€ 'VE

8 EDITH ROAD
oot Tel : 01255 431389



iven the versatiity of aimost all
synthesizers, you might wellimagine.
that it would be quite easy to
produce drumy/percussion accompaniment by
justselecting suitable drum sound voices. In
fact, it isn' quite that straightforward because,
set up in the conventional way, a mult-tmbral
synth would only be able to play one voice
group setting per channel. 5o even if you only
wanted a bass drum, a snare, open and closed
hihats, a couple of tomtoms and a cymbal,
you'd sl use up seven Midi channels and
alarge chunk of your mltitimbral
capaites
“The solution to this dificulty was
solved years ago and involves a sightly
different arrangement whereby all
percussion events are sent on just one Midi
channel with the note value being used to
indicate which partcular drum/percussion
voice should sound. Now, newer syninesizers
o b C R
on Midi channel 10) but many oider
Bemdiusie thing to do
i these cases is add a separate ‘drum machine’
t0 your Midi set up.

SOPHISTICATED S0UNDS

Drum machines nowadaysare quie
sophisticated and ofen use samped (..
dghised real percusson sounds) 2 opposed 1o

play the
appropriate percussion voices.
Asfar as the recording of percussion tracks is
concened, it is much the same as recording
ordinary synthesizer data. You start the unit
playing and justrecord the Midi data
generated at the Midi Out terminal, There s
however, one thing that you do have to bear
in mind - you must not
channel data. Since specific drums and
percussion instruments are represented by
particular Midi notes, any change in these note.
values would change the actual percussion
voices being played.

altered. Loads of preset rhythm patterns wil
als0 be provided, many of which will make
good starting points for creating your own
percussion tracks

When you start a drum machine playing
you'l not only hear the
its audio connections but the unit will be
transmitting Midi data as it plays. The messages
ransmitted may include start/stop information,
timing clocks, and the drum-note data tsef, Of
course, the reverse procedure also applies and
ifthe drum machine is sent Midi data it wil

Are you missing .M.
the beat?

NMRRA

The addition of a drum machine to an
Amiga sequencing setup will spen
many croative doors for the musician

rum part wil, on playback, sound disastrous
~ recorded bass drums might tum into
cymbals, the snare drum might vanish, and the
overal efect is invariably to make the.
drum/percussion track sound amost
unrecognisable. Obviousy, itis something that
is easly fixed by reransposing the data back
into is original key (thus restoring the original
note values). Some Amiga sequencers ke Dr
T KCS) allow you to ‘protect'a specified Mid
channelfrom transposition and this i very.
convenient because it alows you o carry out

The effect of Jy ransposing a

Tricks of the trade

Itis sometimes said that drum machines can produce monotonous drum pars. They can = but
how the drum patterns were programmed in the first place. The

to detail. A common problem is getting the accents right on hehat part. Some accent pads
have limited capabtes ~ even though the drum machine may be full velocity sensitive via
Nidi, In these cases, i's usually best o drive i from a touch sensiive keyboard but you'l find,
by experimenting, that a ot can also be done by editing the data using your sequencer.

It been recognised for some time that if you take a perfectly quantised drum pattern and
marginally alter the positon of the snare drum, Le. pull it back or push it forward, then the
whole ‘feel of the pattem can change. You can do this sort of thing quite easily via most
sequencers simply by recording each drum on a separate track and adjusting the individual
start positons,

As well as alteing the feel of a drum patten track, you can ‘thicken up’ weak sounding
drums by taking the drum track [or a part o il duplicating it Onto a second track, shifing it
along by a small time interval, and playing the resulting tracks smulaneously. Done selectively
it can be very effective, especially when using harc-lef/hard-right stereo panned sound
outpus

Al these sorts of ticks come with practice and most users find that, within a few weeks of
starting to use a drum machine, they are getting excellent results. Yamaha and Roland drum
machines are avallable at quite reasonable cost, and with many shops offering second-hand
units at bargain prices nowadays, Its never been easie 10 add extra percussion facifies to your
Midi et up. If you don' belleve me, take a walk down 10 your local music shop and see what's
on offer yoursell

owin
tha the note values o the drum/percussion
ota insde yourdrum tracks wil not be
atered.

Drum machines fand ntegral synthesizer
percussion faiities come t that va
enomously inthe number of diferent
percussion sounds they can provid
Unfortunatel, priorto General Mid, there was

have to lve with and it reall only causes
either intended for, or created by, someone

s far as creating suitable drum patterns is
concerned, the situation for the beginner s
very good indeed. Firsty, you'l be able to use.
the rhythm patterns and styes available on the.
percussion unit iself. Secondly, you'l find that
local music stores will stock @ number of books
which provide detais of popular and useful
drum pattemns written in easyto-understand
block notation' style.
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pristing
Aimiga Midi
set upis
somewhat
[acksing in the
percussion
department
then Paul
Dueraa has
just the
ansiwer
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"DISKS COST £1.25 EACH, NO MINIMUM ORDER, ALL VIRUS FREE AND USER FRIENDLY
1

5 59206 Aot
Chie ok v 3

£ mesizcron s
£ 175000 73 o8k

i
1037 MARRLES GAME
51038 ATOMC e

ummm 7D, 54 CARMANIA CLOSE, SHOEBURYNESS, ESSEX 553 9YZ Tel: 002 295687

FREE CATALOGUE
Over 2,000 titles

Zone 1
‘the software people’
‘The price you see, i the price you pay, V.A.T., P&P are ALL included.

Grea price,same day despatch, free gifs regular prize draws.

ettt o e gl L
o ind b e, s ol el 0 b

1f we tell you that an item you order is in stock,
and you don't get it within 10 days, it's FREE.

Qur promise (0 yor

u: (Optional membership scheme:
o bty e o,

@ e il oy @ i oty o & disk
@ ioncy sving dicours vouchers
@ B poin chere

Monthly pre dew
@ Frec competions & more

o % s e ot e

Call our sales hotline now (9am 1o 9pm)




know ['ve argued about this before,
but Net usage is expensive. A ot of
panies who don't pay for
e phone g fushing onto the Net with
Web sites and inviing us 10 send our cash
doimie tone eI D i
bout . These admittedly
e i you
e of quid 1 visit - even ifyou vsit them
el ini pricey business, even
with al the good deals that phone comparies
are finging your way these days to get your
o

oey.
Obviously, faster

Net profit,
net Io

1. Get the fastest modem you can buy, beg or

browsing to half an hour a day, especiall f

bonus, and for frequent ‘Net access,or ifyou
are a Net hack like me, then a 26,800 baud or

steal. The more rapid ransier
and the host machine wil mean fater access to
the Inteme, especially usefu for graphics

1SON Okay, 0 you
shellout more initally, but the savings in ‘Net
time are enormous, You

4. Save frequently. Save the text o pages i
there’s aot to read, either s text or HTML Read
offine as often as possible. I easy to orget

1 you get fast Netaces hough because
it might mean you spend a bit longer onine
than you should. and you just downioad
bigger fis. I a bit

wwum Get anot

you

Net
s o beterye, gt abecperlie heane |
have - the Motorola Lifestyle Plu. It costs £80
and afterthat there i o charge. People pay

5. Do what you've got to do and get out of
there.Its sy to roam around the Web when
‘you are bored, and i ust a easy t0 ot really

expenditure expands to fill and even exceed
the avaiable budget
so

Just 204 a premium
ate fine and tap i their phone number. I's cool
'gadget 100, and makes people on trains think

avoid those scay phone bils here is my fve-
point plan for more eficient Nets

febis 2 t0ol, and
okay, i uite good fun too, but it should be
used carefully. o don'tjust wander around the
Net burning up cash. Look for xometmng find

3.U; When
timer and keep looking att. Try o imit your

it ut get
out quick

ridCam
it /A ovd.com

Universty, The nceeie Gan
{a fish k], FogCam

amazing wearable encame
camera attached to Someone who.
has a wearable Net-based
computer 50 you see what they
are doing

absorbed into the contrling
‘company's Web activty. Allyou
need o know about the new BY

One of the most interestng things Sony Pictures Entertainment  releases, including the new Judge
about the Net i ts NetCams, that Nlp o mgmna oM Homa Dredd picture with Syvester
| is o say video cameras which ndex humi itp:/Awww.spe sony.com/Picure  Stallone
relay aimost Ive info rom their sfindex html
location to you via the Web. The Paramount Pictures
most impressive collecion of
these cams s WorldCam. network,induding their movies
Wencah it MRS igh Altre y
of the best Ca 2 preview of scenes f

excellen The Net (no retaton to
the awiul BBC seres starring
Sandra Bullock, the most excellent
“Johnny Mnemonic starting Keanu
B Tect Reeves, and other

Crichton's new fim, Congo, Mel
Gison as Braveheart, and sneaky
e Sar Trek:

Voyager TV series (coming s00n to
avideo store near you)

bonuses ke FistKnight with Sean
on,

ot forgetting Jua Ormond... ooh,

et/ mca com

The web st for the new Batman
i, out now, and very fabiis
oo, The site has picture, sounds

how could | forget
The MCA/Universa site was one of
Batman Forever ‘Buena Vista MoviePlex the st movie companies on the
h Wb,
page. with deais of alltheir presentation. Th sie has previews
recent fimage. For example The very graphicsheavy Buena  of Tom Hanks in Apolo 13, the
Gok Vista P tner fim

Atthe tme of writing there
werent any pictures, but there
was a sneak preview. Presumably
thisis because the fim s in
production and it needs more
doing 1o it before you can really
geta ook at any sets or anything.
Aiso, there are detais abou
Species, which is a new spooky
fim with bags of special effects

to the Disney site. It used to be:

Waterword, and also Spelberg's
Casper,

PCbased Net program running
on your Emplant) and moves for
You to watch, It also has some
very nice HTML rics, like

anmated logos.

which of course goes haywire

sarring Lori Pety.

WATERWORLD
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or:HP DESKIET 50, 510,520, 30, 00C, 350C, S60C.
ERON STYLUS0, o EANOR, BUSBLEET 31,

NO MORE BANDING!
MORI 2 5200, 130, B30, B30

'NO MORE WHITE LINES!
oo CRAPHICS LIKE
NEVER SEEN BEFORE!

et & Q500
Pt e Rcovery Flid for unblocking,
595
o e o m,.mm e e When ordering ¢ ou inks
!":mmummﬁ b NEC T e wlated to
. pottetiontd e ek
e e E
ONEY£3995 CARE SPECIAL £2995
e oD o
CHYRARNDIY i A 30 S Hck el
Str LCI0/20/ 1005 back e
T

G20 9 P, pon LQIO, Ok
e A i wh sk 10 s 9%

How t order: Enclose chedt ble to- CARE ELECTRONICS or use Acces/ Visa

CARE "ELECTRONI

Dept AMC, 15 Holland Gardens, Garston, Watford, Herts, WD2 6JN. Fax: 01623 672102

ORDER LINE ON 01923 894064

" ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND CAI

all quotes from Internet Review:
(comp.sys.amiga.reviews)

Amj. File,

The Ny Yafe
ard
lem f“’y i
o
= < AFS
‘“-‘_F\leSak ¥

— Amiga Computing

o
i i sl e e s
ot g el

match the Printer and NOT a

BLACK PRINTER RIBBONS

Dty bonces e e
! S o e o4

7 Test FFS AFS  Units
/DirScan 409 1780 Files/Sec
/ CreateFile 227 1073 kisec
ReadFile 244 1363 Kisec
Seek and write dbytes (start & end)
00 536Sec

‘Q e

=g SRR
S for MONO PRINTERS

ol o ot vihocyiog o
m;‘.mwm
k-mm‘ulcm i st o s
‘COMPLETEKIT

OLOLR PRINTER RIBBONS

Dt s ks s
e O 4 he p o ke cut e o bon o e 1
i apemee e smpi, sl
ST i ot el 1)
Rl 5995 Reoads - 2395
5Reloods - 95
SRebds - 995

ki 55

Rt
— i Ornge, e
o, G, B, ‘ladknmd:umemrmmm s

T-SHIRT PRINTING RIBBONS
PRINT ON NORMAL PAPER IRON ON T-SHIRT
4 Colour Gt Sl
Gl it (o -

i o a2t
U“ml o QU
1l
i
o el
bl Large pens have s marks 15550 et

Heat xmmm&ism:nndrm/)elb\wm/
blue. Snallpens ave 3 fine i B aset




elcome back.Let’ hope you have:
the rest of the program typed n by
now, as we are going o give you

the restof the Screen Info program by Graham

Moody. Al set? Righ. lets get going.

As we said last month this s 2 screen info
program which loads a screen and gives you
info about it The author describes s usage

hus:
Here is @ routine that willgive you inormation

o the current screen, from the screen number

0 the amount of memory the screen s using.
There are two modes of operation.

_SCREE_iafor1]
isthe sient mode, where by the information is
med from the procedure n a string

sl )
st

mm-mumm,ﬂ e
HEIGHT
m-mvmaum uumn,n,m

AT SRR e 150,

thisis how we get the information, tht s
& retuned from the procedure:
SCREEN_INFaCo)
isnon st mode where by he information s
displayed directy on screen.
‘Okay, here’s the second part of the code
Don'tury o run this on ts own as i s not
ompletel Okay. here we go with part 2.
Fist we open a sreen

 tn 560,10t
Scren Bgty Fo 2

We grab the palette ofthe current screen:
Get Palette _SCREEN_MUNBER

Then we fade in

AT ARG WA AT A8,
$8ED, 80,891,930

ki
Hide ¢

it
£ 140 : VIDTRSHAD : Nt
G LTS

2

F413 2 VIBTHSS60 ¢ etonTeny
+ Sosub LIGATID

We then GOSUB to the routine that prins the
nformation:

fosub INFOPINT
Wit L

Ik 164, T04,0 ¢ Ren pint an ar
o screny T colar §
Toer 35'h0n 5 late 2 ¢

Contee “Sereen

50
S:run um\.y 15,128,8,,

Tor s e 1

0
et it
t bl

Tor ket v. 50 st 2
creen Display 15K 1200,
ety

rert y
Tiner=)

Having done al that we set tmer to zero and
then we go into a ite rep P

i
K150 : U1 ;o 1t

Ifthis s the case we will move screen down.
But.

tlse
”

gt

ifthis s the case we wil move screen up

o 1t
Screen Display 180120,

Here's where the decisions we made earlier
about moving the screen up/down come into

e 1t
Wit U

Wait or the next vertical blank and then st up

amouse key sensor, soif a mouse key is

pressed we will continue, fike o:

L R Keyol

Next we have a FOR/NEXT loop, which shows
us the nfo screen:

o Ko To ~100 Step <16
Scrven bisplay 19,128,1,,

Nt n

Then we dlose the informati
the procedure:

reen and ext
Sereen Close I ¢
Fop Proc

o 1

Goto REPAT

Right, now we enter the Light3D area of the
program. Try this proc on s own to see what
happens. X and Y hold the x positon of the
box, WIDTH and HEIGHT hold the width and
height ofthe box.Simple and efective hun?

Ik
s 1 T Yot
B To 1,148

ks

brav Te 1
i T a1

i e AT A1
Sraw To o1, THELGAT
et

brau To 141

[ BE

o DT 12 LR
Sk To 142, 1HELGH
i

bran To 192,12
S T vtz 2
Return

And fnally we have the INFORPRINT label we
refrred to earler:

e nunber of planes
SAStESNGPA)

e Lefthand side of the screen fs dis
Hare st ssussrOD)

taate 0

Centre “The top of the seren 1 displayed
o

Loaate 11

ot fhe tta ey v o i3

ettt N
ocate
cantre 'mm the dousle butfer systen s fn
et by 20

o
' n tente *ress aouse by to quir
e

e Hctis)

And there you have t Al the information you
could wish for about a screen. Handy to be able

s s kind of thing on the fly. If.for
IS e 1 e e 1o dotis ki of g on ey, 1.
cranpie, v o n g poeesing

s deas o,

Write stuff

lmmrmmknmmmm
o Phl South, Amos Cokamn, Amiga Computing, Media

parameters of an incoming screen file 50 you
could casually pop them up on the screen after
menu, for example, then this s the foutine for
you. Itis a veritable Swiss Amny Knife of a
outine, 50 keep i handy.
Back to normal, whatever tha s, next month,

and letters coming.

Amiga Computing
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Phil South
Iooks at part
two of the
5ereen info
program
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1 with the latest update (3.0 |
eI
uf it b e

They are: Gzryxinem a Jpeg fier,
Wordworth fier, and a font engine o
TrueType fonts. These additional fiers can
be bought now from SoftLogik themselves
for between §20 and $25, 50 get your credit
card ready.

Gary's Effects come on a single disk for
aliton o BN 2, Thy e o of.
fects modules that get added to BN
Aeiedy give you some of the more:

‘common operations required for desktop
publishing. These include. but are not
fimited to, a user-ditable convolution
maix, gamma correction, a histogram
‘graph display [which cannot be edited),
control over hue and saturation and other
such eff
It a bit disappointing that there are none
of the reall useful DTP-oriented operators
such as unsharp masking, o that most of
the operators donit seem to work in a
predictable fashion when applied to pictures
in CMYK format. | can only hope that Gary's
Effects evolves into something more ke Kai's

can save pictures out from BVE as J

QUALITY SETTNG

ere sn't very much 1o say about the
Jpeg fitr for Pagestream. It does what it s
supposed to and offers you a quaiy setting
slider, but really taking about itis going to
sound lie one of those Ronseal product
ads on the tely: So1f you want a fiter and
you want it to be Jpeg, then get the Jpeg
fitr. It does exactly what t says in the
docs.

foving on to the third tem in our adc-on
olecion:eiUeTE KK e Aqam
there isnt plug

Plug in and print

uses TrueTypes. Softlogik say in the
doct ing the add-on that

the speed and qualty of TrueTyy

fonts. The only thi

taking advantage of some of those Winprnrs
~ printers optimised for Windows’ use by

having TrueTypes buitin. fm not sure f this is
acwally feasible given the printing system in

WordWorth using these features, PageStream
Is also unable to load CGM graphicsfles like:
those used by WordWorth, so that option s
right out too. Pagestream's hyphenation
method differs from WordWorth's 5o you
might have problems there to0, athough not
necessarily

ok, e e v otk U
would appear 10 be in the process of being
sorted out. The first s a problem with extreme.

Pagemeam‘ 501 don'tsuppose it al that type sizes and the Loose'leading method
and the other is a problem with picture
aspect ratis. Allin all, it doesn't sound as
though the WordWorth fier is going to be
much use for anything but the simplest
layouts and as such, perhaps t should have
been included with Pagestrear for nothing,
or they should have atleast wated unti you
could do a bit more with it

T s wion s o0
underdeveloped. Although the Voraworn
fier will mport your WordWorth documents,
it wil only do 5o under fairly strict conditions.
Because PageStream has no Text Effcts or
Tables feature, it won't b able to oad in any
of those nice layouts you have created in

Fageﬁtream Progress

After having spent some time with Pagestream 3.0h, | can definitely say that SoftLogik are
pushing forward at a rapid rate towards a fiished product. Typing speed in the new version is
vasty improved, particularly in long atices, although SoftLogik say it is st ot s fast as they
would like for v3.1. Also, you can now quit from the editors without them focking up
PageStream (at last | can' remember the number of tmes 1 hit Amiga S, Amiga Q out of sheer
habt. In adition, external graphics have finally been implemented and you can now fevert (o
saved.

‘Owners of non-Postscipt printers should be pleased that printing has been sped up and that
e K oot s ik U B e n ik Nyphcnamn both soft and
automatic, has now atlast, your whereina
text artice you are. BME also gains two new effects — sl v

However, sofe of the more annoying niggles like PageStreants inabilty to copy, duplicate or
transform  text box have stil ot been resolved, neither should you expect PageSiream to be
able to do colourseparatos or EFS fles o pritng ane aspect which mut surl i

in ttalows you o se TueType. b

This opens the vast vista of CD-ROMs made
for people with PCs and Windows (which

Finall, n the readme fle they mention
Pagestream and promise fll cross platform compatiilty, 5o les hope that a] this doesn't mean
that Amiga development slows down and b) Amiga users will finall have 2 hope of going to 3
printer with a PageSiream fle and not get laughed at.

TS




SATE
SMARTCARD
ToR!

Connects all VideoCrypt & EuroCrypt
decoders to your computer. Emulation
software to decode most encrypted chan-
nels (including Adult, Film, Music &
Sport) is freely available — full details
are included. This product should not be
used to view channels for which you do
not have a subscription!!

EMU

Now only £39.95 for Amiga, IBM PC & Macintosh

Send two 25p stamps if you need further details.
Please add £3.95 P&P and allow up to 30 days for
delivery. All trademarks acknowledged. E&OE.
Foreign orders welcome. Trade Eng. Fax: +44
(0)1884 255273,

NUCLEUS DIRECT (AC)+ 4 ANGEL HILL » TIVERTON * DEVON + EX16 6PF

LowesT PrICED Top QUALITY
RiBBONS, INKJE

TONERS & DISKS

&

n—!‘ﬂﬁum.mu
P Nl
Ptk Mt
S

ESREFREFELIGYI
GERERrUERRRE D
EEREGFULRERSLSE

lmhieumu.mv (@ 174%) & UK Delivery
01543 250377 n-ng‘m-.mmnm-.u-«m 01543 250377
= v Weldose e

3.5” IDE Hard Drives
for A600*s & A1200s

at excellent prices

fully installed including your workbench
software, prices include carriage back to you.
Examples:

270Mb £125.99¢360Mb £133.99

420Mb £144.99 540Mb £161.99

850Mb £195.99 ¢ 1275Mb£246.99
Please call first for latest offers

* Some A600s may require new ROM to fit hard drives

GCElectronics
COMPUTER WORKSHOP
12 Newmarket Street
Consett, Co. Durham
Tel & Fax: (01207) 502249

FAST AMIGA
REPAIRS

FAULTY TROUBLESOME
COMPUTER??

CALL FOR COLLECTION OR
PERSONALLY DELIVER TO THE
EXPERTS FOR FAST RELIABLE

REPAIR OF YOUR AMIGA
FOR ONLY

£24.99. paRTs

* NO OBLIGATION FREE G\

95% SUCCESS RATE ON ALL COMPUTES

* DOOR TO DOOR COUECTION OF YOUR COMPUTER
"ANYWHERE IN T
144 TANNER STREET, TOWER BRIGE, LONDON SE1 2HO

Call FA§T on 0171 252 3553

Amiga Computing
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AMIGA MUSICIAN

Spuial desred and maniactred for e wih te i, e

ae e e e it G’ i Tk it
e

AMIGA REPAIRS |

FIXED PRICE ONLY £A2. 99 incl. o semom

+ Price includes PARTS, LABOUR, DELIVERY & VJ

2 e Dt
u-u—u.:- -

et e B U G .

e g Ot
e ety

.95 9£LLEIT MULTIMEDIA

# 90 day wa o

28 hour

+ Al upgrades purchased from us fited free

et FiLL AGNOSTIS, sznwcs A0 SOAK et
It drive or keyboard need replacing
AMIGA A1200 Repairs only E.E?_BS Fully inclusive

AS00 nemal e £30.99

'AB0O/1200 Internal Drive ~ £35.95

\500/600/1200 £2650 EXTERNAL DRIVE £38.99
AEIIBK;!nmm(IIII £42.10 MZHK:nxnuuMnlﬁllﬂnr £|Bpo
2000 PSU £66.00 A501 172Meg Ram
ADVERTISERS er
e r oty 2w 10 T
Am \ st 22| |V R 23] | St 0
| a5 e
; ikt
77 Promier Vision 70 -
‘gf ‘Saddietramps. 104
s St oo 74 Tl | (Lo
100 G ot 1 i Fawa (h2t) 70 (S | |
110 Somanaior 1001 | [ a0 aron s, 25074 n e . o a0
ey
(At
o
JE mﬂ T T WHQTLIEN[NS)WW.“.-* _DART—
08 oy Savces 121 Ot Aanocies 121 Weand . ComputrSenices
Fouth Lave Develapment 118 PD Sof 7,79 Wizard Games. - mmmmmmwnmmmw g onc
Ll e gt S

slong o yourad s e words
or less, its absolutely free!
Should you want more 5
you'l ind unvvalled vaue m
~ for instance,
cost jusk £10. Fill i the form
Send It to us with your plym!mx m
applcabil ~ and remember 1
your telephone number:

@ A1200 85Mb hard e, monio, piner £1000+
et 160257 2025

& Exchange Suprafax modem 14400 V32 for
RT3 011266 120,

Prograb VidAmige
s 200, e 250, e

Tek 01923241170,
@ D contacts waned, 100% repl. Tek 01228
sie7
Itemet

e 12 e s, 0.1
12 e,

@ A1200 170M 2nd FFD, s colour monior,
6MD RAM, ice. joystcks, games. mags. £500
Ao, 2 Cs, ape iives, is dve, pls ot of

& Undersanding Inagine 2book. pls dks.
£14,Tek 01273 493655,

@ Five 2M0 SIS, 72 pi, 70, £50 e, Te
01480 383625,

¢ A1200, 80 games, it condiion, £299.Tek:
0181576 0843,
© CD32, X1, Atk rve, games, £350 or, ek
01524 831866,

games, mags £250.
¢ A1200 with 260M Smarstor hard drve.
12308 40 Mz acceleratr, M SV,

3, e, DPant 4 & Vistate, £500.

30k et ey 0 4
A1200 conacts wanied. Contact Ry Ingeden
ot S g 1 6.

Wit 0 Jay, Mante Lane

Coatle, Lekester LE67 3DW.

@ 3D constrcton ki, Diskmig, €1.50 menthy.
tsoras.Te: 01484 460888.

4 3upuinasc 20ty gy iy

Swation,

Cirencester GU7 2

o0 30370, oW A 1

HD foppys. S CD, £1000.Te: S35 it |

Order Fformm

Name
i
addres
ostcode Teephone.
i
|
£10 {

Cheques should be made payable to * Amiga Computing"

Amiga contacts wanted, K Barkes, 75 Crysal
Pt ondon SN
o, 0 763 ot
‘ Amiga P dsks, Over 10,000 from 50, Tet:Sean Tam over 18 yes o
01959 561651
e user group, Call spencer on 01375 Signed..

70036 for nfo
@ A1200contacs wanded, Gonact C S, 42
oad, Wrekenton, Gatshesd NEY TAE

Send to: AMC Classifieds, Media House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP

Remember to include your
phone number/address in the
‘advertas well a5 on the form!




The Power CD-ROM for the Amiga
600/1200 plugs directly into the
1A port and provides a direct
SCSI-1 and SCSIIl interface, allowing
yo six additional devices to be
connected. What's more the Power
CD-ROM features a ‘Hot-plug’ which
allows you to connect and disconnect
the CD-ROM and any other additional
devices even when the Amiga is
switched on.

The CD-ROM drive comes with a SCSI
D, €032 Emulator,

WFES Fin betadsr and ot &

AMIGA 600/1200

X2 SPEED CD-ROM icsouires . .£199
X4 SPEED CD-ROM mcsquineL .£299
AIWA X2 SPEED incsauaret . .. £209
AMIGA 4000
DOUBLE SPEED CD-ROM £159
QUAD SPEED CD-ROM £259 :
AMIGA 4000 SCSI-INTERFACE . £129 5CS1 CONNECTORS
a0 “ouAL

quad-speed

INC SQUIRREL
£209

avoio

WV s coouns scst
SWITCH AN coEcToRs iout

double-speed =

: P £54

Avpio wouT 30

POWER

VIPER

The Viper 28 can have up to 128MB
RAM installed, full Kickstart remapping,
optional SCSI-11 adapt;

battery backed clock, 68882 co
processor, instruction and data burst
modes.

VIPER 28 MK BARE £119.95
VIPER 28 MK 218 £199.95
VIPER 28 MKl 4MB £259.95
VIPER 28 MKl BM8 £399.95
VIPER 28 MKII 16M8 £569.95
(@
The Viper 50 can have up to 128MB
RAM installed, and the same features
as the Viper 26,
VIPER 50 BARE A
" VIPER 50 2MB £279.
starting from VIPER 50 4MB zsu.ss
£119.95 VIPER 50 8MB £479.95
. VIPER 50 16M8 £649.95

01234 273000 POWER COMPUTING LTD

44A/B STANLEY STREET min
01234 352207 BEDFORD MK41 7RW -

£299

quad-speed

£199*
dual-speed
CD-ROM SOFTWARE
LIGHTWAVE 0 ENHANGER . £55.95
BAGao o i i 13

FRESHFONTS Il
‘GAMERS DELIGHT Py
GOLDFISH 2 £25
LIGHT ROM £39
MAGIC ILLUSIONS £10
MEETING PEARLS VOL 1 £10
MEETING PEARLS VOL 2 £10
THE LIGHT WORKS £34
THE BEAUTY OF CHAOS £12
AMINET 5 £12
AMINET SET 1 £25
CD-WRITE £39
FRESH FISH 8 £25
GATEWAY VOL 1 £9.95

FPU's complete with crystal. Please
state for Blizzard compatibility.

20MHZ FPU PLCC £20.95
33MHZ FPU PLCC £39.95
OMHZ FPU PLCC £60.95
OMHZ FPU PGA £89.95

SCSII1 INTERFACE (et 1 o) £69.95
SiMM £1

8MB SIMM £279

A1200 8MB RAM card which uses 1 x
32 SIMMs and is PCMCIA friendly.

PC1208 BARE £59.95
PC1208 1MB £89.95
PC1208 2M8 £129.95
PC1208 aMB £189.95
PC1208 8MB £329.95
WARP ENGINES - £POA




AMIGK

Priceine 1

cartridge, extra

100Mb cartidges
5 orless!

Abrand-new SCSI peripherl, s e |
the Zip™ may well revolutionise s

thestorage industy. The Best-Valve | s

T s, o o :
exchangeable hard dik Hard Drives

tims (o 1 st

ttyou
e Sl o IDE) then
it ha heane o
Jous et w it v
are looking for a small

o your b
e e Amiga Zip Tools
did s perect ol yps exclusively from HiSoft
fonatenaiviad Zip drives from HiSoft come with
Stalevl that il mae everythin mmm”w soing ona
iyt S s
Thoe LN gl ey e
e T il sk nd s et o
B At Sy oS gl b Hol
R -
poe i e o
g e

e e i ke SV e M Wtk o el

internal Jour
ALVAGN or 3n external

1Gb beastofa-drive for

any SCSl-aware Amiga,

wecan supply

ased on only the highest

qualty mechanisms from

{op supplcrs,with fll

manufacturer’s warranty, only

ourtond dves ey Quad-speed €309
tesed for all Amiga s,

computers andcome with CD-ROM
mal

s i+ Ty it
* Cartr

Th st i et et
aray nd i A0Kbe transfe plus 190
support. e oo T
IDE divesareperict o Also availble o SCSI
booting your o120 [T
e
lead, fixing bolts & complete fitting instructons. Fiting i very
traightforward but may invalidate your Amigs wartanty - check with us.

Super-Valuve
CD-ROM Pack

HiSot has done it again wi e purcnedspemely 285

brillant multimedia pack

SCS interface, Aiva ACD-300

CD-ROM and the Almathera

10-0n-10 pack of CDs!

Justlook at what you 5
 Theamazing, trend scting Syuirel SCS1
intrface which mm.. e moi
harddrce, CD-ROM, Zi,scamer )
tobe dasy-hined ogther.

* CDR2and COTV cmaton sftware

We offer internal or external SCSI
hard drives, from 363Mb up to
SCSI Hard Drives [%% Inernal dvices v e
PR IR (o mouningin he ALSO), A20,
56N s 219 7 e 1 SR anJ«rm;;:;lh
SHMD ot €9 G 9 the cxinnal dive re resappedin
SIOMb et 291G et 469
2.5" IDE Drives
. .
Bl  ornction icacsof your choice
(at extra cost,

* el Oty s
10CDcincting he o Yo
200clpart s, e HsrtedWors

pefeon e Coms Ikt & .
it aoiied g o Order Free with your

;.7" e Oy f ok, comple oty Credit/Debit Card

infornatie LCD pael ch,mch ol

Al his, packaged together,at  trly superb price with 0500 223660

full 1 year warranty and technical support from Hisoit.

-1
Order Hotline: Iheres Viore!
(7)/0500223660

SYSTEMS

The Old School, Greenfield
Bedford MK45 5DE UK

Tel: +44 (0) 1525 718181
Fax: +44 (0) 1525 713716




